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THE

C hrif’cian Virtuofo :

SHEWING,

That by being addi&ed to Experimen-
sal Philofophy, 2 Man is rather Affifted,
than Indifpofed, to be a Good Chrifian,

Qhe Fivld IPart.

By T.H. R. B. Fellow of the
ROTAL SOCIETT

To which are Subjoyn®d,

I. ADifcourfe about the Diftinttion,
that reprefents fome Things as Abeve
Reafon , but not Comtrary so Reafon.

IL. The firft Chapters of a Difcourfe,
Entituled, Greamefs of Mind promoted
by Chriftianisy.

By the fame AV T HOR.

In the SAVOY:

Printed by Edw, Fomes, for Fobn Taylor at
the Ship in St.Pani’s Church.yard, 169o.
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THE

PREFACE.

HE N, many Years ago, I wa
induced to awrite [omething a-
led¥ the Subjeét of the fallowing

Zreatifes, I did it , partly ro
give fome Satssfallion to a Friend,and partly

50 mlgfé upon myfelf an Obligation, to confi-
der the more attentively upon what Grounds it
may be afferteds. That there s noInconfiffence
between 5 ’s bging am Induftriows Vir-
o0, and & Good .Chriftian. How lisele
Jond I was of troubling 1he Publick with a
Difcourfe of thss Nature, map be gueffed by
my baving thyown it afidey arpongeotber neg~
betted Papersy for feveral Yearg'. And it bad
Sill continmedsn that Obfcsinisy,if s be, formerly
wnprevalent ,Defires of thofe 1hagy wonld bave
it appear S Publick 3 bad notebeemenforced by
an Qbfervatiom or two, that, I would not bus
make. For I)cmljﬁ:arce avofdraking motice
of the gxegs and deplorable Growths of Irreli-
giom, efpeciall among thofe that afpired so Ipfi(s’
Jor Wiss, am{ tvera q{f; them 100 for Pbibo 0-

- Paerss
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The Preface.

berse  And on the other fide, it was Obvicus,
thai divers Learncd Men, as svell as Others,
partly u#pon rbe Score cf their Abborrence of thefe
Iasfidels and Libertines, and partly upon th.a
of a w.el.’-;wnin‘g;, but il{;infbrmed, Zeal, b{zd
broug.zt $nayGadd Men to think.that Religion
Wzd Philofophly were incompatible ;.both Parties
contributing to the Vulgar Errory but with ths
difference, That the Libertines thought a Vir-
Yuofo ought not to be o Chriltidn; and phe
‘Orbersy “That he cotld not be a true One.
~ 2Tz likeyit may [eem to fome Readbrs, that
I bave teo imuch enlarged the Notion of Expc-
rience, andctoo much infifted on the Proofs de-
“dycible frem that Tcopick: But ’tis not impio-
“bable, thot others may approve the Reafons,
with which that ample l\/o?rion of Experience
7, where it 1z propsfed, accompanied. And
‘2he Trgenious Perfons I was chiefly to pleafes bé-
‘1ig a great Lover and Valner of Experience,
and of " 2Arguments groundedion it, the Defire
of g‘;’zzt}iﬁ'.{ﬂg Flizn emticed e to fay (o much,
rhar ovben- I spok up the=Thoughts of making
“1his Treatsfe publick, I found tfe Effects of my
Complaifance o imerwoven with the other
Parts of -the ‘Difcorrfe, that' I could not nnike
‘any Gicat’ Altcration, (for feme I did wiake)
withont &linoft (poiling vhe Contexture of it
Y ba;}e- :‘be'EqniraHe Readersyill not expz"ff to
Jond every Swhbieét, of swbich I have occafion tg
~difcourfe, Yully Trcared of = For-I mit/a;r Jc:’
. igrse
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The Preface.

figned nor pretended to write a Body of Natursl
75 beolog y, nor @ Demonftration of the Chriftian
Religion 5 but thought it fufficient for me, to
carg/z%’er tbe Points I wvrote of, as far forth as
was Neceffary, or very Conducives to my Pur-
pofe.  And therefore I thought myfelf, not only
Warranted, but Obliged, (in point of Difcre-
tion) to decline the mention of feveral Argu-
ments and Refleétions, that would indeed bave
been very Proper, if my Defign bad been, to
fhesws wby One fhould be & Chriftian; bue
Impertinent, to (hew, that a Virtuofo, while
fuch, may be a true Chriftian. But, as for
this Reafon, I omitted many Things, that
swould bave Enrich’d or Adorn’d my Difcourfe;,
o I bave endeavoured to make forne Amends,

both by (uggefting fome new Subjects, and b
adding o£ tgéjg t zztf/m've been alr{'ad] Treateﬁ
by otbers, divers Thoughts, into wbich Iwas
led by the Attentive Confideration of the Sub-
geit itfelfs on wbic/}[carc, they may probably

not bave yer occurr’d to the Reader, and ma
appear to bim, either to be new, as ro the SuZ-'
Jfance; ory if amy of them be coincident with
the more known Ones, to bave fomething of
peculiary as to the way of Propounding, or of
Applyingy them. And,I confefS, Iwas [orme-
whar Encouraged to communicare my Thoughts
on thefe Subjeits, by confidering, that (thé jc
ought not 10 be fo, yer) ’tis Notorions, that in
the Age we live in, there are too many Per[zm
2 14
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The Preface.

that ave like to be found more indifpofed to be
InprefS'd on by Arguments, in favour of Reli-
gion from profefi?d Divines, bow worthy
Sfocvery than from fuch as I, who am a Lay~
snan, and bave been look’d upon as no undi-
ligent Cultivator of Experimental Plailojb;b].
LAnd that the Style migl.zpt not be unfnitable to
the IWvirer, and the Defign; Ithought fir, in
my Arguments and Wuftvations, both to eme-
ploy Comparifons draswn from Telefcopes, Mi-
crofespes, XC. and-to make frequent ufe of Now
2s0msy Hypothefes, and Obfervations, in requeft
among thofc, that are called The New philo-
fophers. Which I the rather did; becaufe
fome Experience has taught me, that fucha Way
of  propefing and clucidating Things, 7y either
as moft cleary or, upon the account of its No-
velty, wont to be more acceptable , than any
Other, to our Modern Virtuoli, whom thus
to Gratify, is a good Step towards the Perfua-
ding of them. For %tz eafie to obferve, that
Jome Men are more acceffible to Truth, and will
be more prevailed upon by ity when it is prefen-
ted to them in One Drefs, than when it appears
113 Another : As e daily fee, that fomne Per-
fons will be more eafily prevailed with to sake
a Medjcine, and that it 2will bave a more kind-
Iy Operation upon them, if it be exhibited in
that Form and Corfiftence, that ss beft lik’d by
the Patients s wbhereof fome love to bave the
Ingredients;phe Medicine 35 to confiff ofy offer’d

ther
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The Preface.

thems ins a Liquid, others in a Soft, and others
in a Dry, Form,
Though I aws wonty ar well as inclincble
10 [pare the prefent Agey and though msy Cen-
Jurcs of forne reputed Virtuoli that live in st
are written with as barmlefS and friendly De-
Signs, as wus the feeming RudenefS of the Angel
to St, Pater, wben be firuck bim on the Side,
and baftily ronzed bim, bt to awake bim, to
take off bis Chainsy and to free bim from the
Dangers thie threatned bin ; yet I (hall be
raore troubled than firprized, if I (hall find the
follrwing Treatife difliked by divers Perfons,
that would paf for Victuofi, and by fomne that
veally ave fo. For fome Menm, thai bave but
Juperficial, tbi confPicnons, Fits, are not /ﬁt-
ted to penesrate fuch Truthsy as require a lafi
ing and attentive Specnlation s and diversythat
wanst not Abilities, are f[o takn up by their
Secular Affairs, and their Scufual Pl.afuies,
thas they nei:ber bave Difpcfitiony wor il
bave Lesjure , to difcover thaje Truzhs, thas
requive both am Atentive and Penctvating
Mind.  And wore than of cither of thefs
ferts of Alen there crey whaun ther Prejudices
ds fo foreftal ; or thcir Inteveft byasy, or their
Appezites Utind 5 cr thiiy Pafficns difccnpof..,
290 much, to allow them u dlear Difcevimnen:
wnd vight Fudgment, of Divine Thiags. Up.n
woich, andother accounts, I fhall wur think i,
Frauge o i what Twrite fhall make 7. gri:
A 3 Inpre;
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The Preface.
Impreffion on Readers thus Qualified, whom to

Convert,tis not enough to Convince them : Nor
fball I be greatly difcouraged, or think much
the worfe of my Arguments, if they do not
make Profelytes of thofe, whom Sinifter Con-
Sfiderations make fich Refolved Adverfaries to
the Truth,that He alone, that can Preach from
Heaven , is able to prewail upon them ; and
they anmuft be Converted, almoft as Saul the
Perfecutor was, by an extraordinary Light from
Heaven, and a Power able to fEvike them to
the Ground, But though 1 am mnor fo litile
acquainted with the prefent Age, as to expelt
to plead for Religion s0ith the Approbation of
Atbeifts, or of Libertines, yet I (hall not think
my Pains altogether mifpent, if what I bave
written, either Startle any Irreligions Rea-
der (o far, as to Engage him to confult abler
Afferters of Chriftianity and Virtue,thaw I pre-
tend to be:, or elfe prove fo bappy, as to Con-
Jirm and Strengthen o by new Arguments an
Adotives , thofe that bave beartily embraced
the Chriftian Faith axnd Morals, though per-
baps not upon the firmeft Grounds, Ior it
owill be %o [mall Satisfatlion to me, if, though
I carnot Convers the rcfolvedly Irreligions, I
Shall at leaft furnifh thofe that are not fo, with
Prefervatives againft tkem o and kinder their
Impiety from being Comragiors.

. Bu?
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‘The Prefdae.

But I fear, thar thofe tbat ave Enemies,
both to the Dobtrincs I propofe, and to the Aims
ol perfur, will nor be the only Perfons thast will
frd fault with the following Tralt ; fince,
peibapsy iheve will not be wanting fome Inge~
nigres Meny thar expected, as wel] as difired,
that I [hoeld never wiite but as a Nsturalift,
becanfe they rthemfelves cfieem nothing, faue
the Luws and Pheenomena of Nuture, to be
Subjetls worthy of a Philofophical Pen: As
ify becaufe Rational Spirits are Invifible and
Timmmaterial Beings o all Difquifirions abour
Jhem muft be airy and uncertain Speeulations,
andy like their Objects, devoid of Sulidisy and
lffefulnﬁ But thcugh among :befé Ingenicus
Men tbere ave feveral , whofe Expectations
from mie [ am much more dgfaﬁd ro Gratify,
2han Difuppuint  yety on [uch an occifion as
thisy I muft take the liberty 10 ow.:, That 1
d> not think tbe Corpereal 1orld, nor the Pre-
Jem State of Thiugs, the Ouly or th: Pijncip.d
Subjectsy toas g lnqee’li:ive Man’s i’cn nay be
worthily esnployed wouut o and, That there ave
omte L bings that ave groraded o sk oy nyss
Mech.mical, sor wpon Chy:aicil, Netices oy
Expevivams y that ave yet for jiim defervia,
20 be Negleeled,y and rmuch lofi 1o be Defpufed,
or fo much as 1v be it Uncaliizvazed, efpecially
by fuzh i¥viters, as beinz e coacernzd to acf”
as Chirifltansy than as Vivouofi, mufl olfs think,
1ot fometiies they may il Ry ther.

d 3 f clyes
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‘The Preface.

felves about the Study of Divine Thingsy as
well as at other times employ their Thoughts
about the Tnfpeition of Natura{ Ones. There are
ﬁm@ Obje&.f, WbOﬁ .NObkﬂqp’ = ﬁl@b’ tbﬂt,
though e derive no Advantage from them,
but the Comtentment of knowing them, and
that but wery impezb& ly too; yet our Virtuoli
themfelrves guftly think much Pains and Time,
and,, perbaps, Coft too, well [pent in endeavon-
ving to acquire fome Conjetlural Knowledge of
them: As may be inftanced in the Affiduons
and Induftrious Refearches they have made
about the remote Caleftial pars of the World,
efpecially the Stars and Comets that our Age
has expofed to their Curiofity. For moft of
thefe,though they require chargeable Telefcopes,
and tediors, as well as unbea‘%tb], Noéturnal
Ofervations, are Objelts, of which we can
know wery little with any Certainty,and which,
for oughs appearsy we can make no ufeful Ex-
pevimnents with. Since therefore we [0 much
prize « listle Kuowledge, of Things that are
n:t only Corporeal , but Inanimate 5 metbinks
we (hould not undervalue the Studies of thofe
Aden, that afpire to the Knowledge of Incorpo-
veal and Ratsonal Beings | which are incornpa-
rably more Noble, than all the Stars in the
World y svbich are, as far as we kiow, but
Maflis of SenfelefS and Stupid Matrer. Since
alfo the Viriuofi defervedly Applaud and Ches
rifh the lascrisns Induftry of A?fdtom{/hz in

their
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The Preface.

their Enquiries into the Strulture of dead,
ghaftly, and oftentimes unbealtbfully as swell
as qﬁ{ﬂfwe{] Fetid, Bodies :+ Can it be an Em-
ployment improper for a Chriftian Virtuofo,
or umwortby of him, to endeavour the Difco-
very of the Nature and Faculties of the Ra-
tivnal Mindy swhich is That, that Enobles its
Manfion , and gives Man the Advantage be
bas of the Bealts that Perifh?

I ans content, that merely Natural Pbhilos
Sopby [hould often Employ my Thoughts o and
my Pen sy but I cannot confent ir fhosld Engrofs
therms, and hinder me from being Convarfant
with Theological Subjells, Andfince, among
w7y Friends, 1 bave fome, (and thofe not Incon-
Sfiderable for their Numbery and much lcf§ for
their Merir,) tbat preff me to Treat ¢f Reli-
gions Mastevs, as well as Othersy that wonld
bave me addict myfelf to Cuitivate Phyfical
Ones 5 Iywho think myfdf a Debtor to Both
thefe fortsy am willing to endeavour to Gra-
tify Both; and bm'inf alicady, o1 many Occa-
Seons 5 prefented the later fore with lirge, as
‘well as publick, Effcéts of my Complaifance for
them , I 170[10, they will not think it flrange,
that T fhould now and then bave Regard to the
Sformer fort, too sy efpecizly, (irce I bad bigher
AMotives, than Cowmplaifance cught to be, to
indace me 1o Treat fomctimes of Things that
might* be gmt;ﬁd to thofe Fyiends, that are
wwch o to Religrons Compofuyes.

[
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The Prefate.

- 1 prefume, it will ‘be taken notice of, that,
in the following Treatife, as well as in divers
of my other ﬂgritings, efpecially about Subjeits
that are purely, or partly, Philofopbicaly 1
make frequens nfe of Similisudes, or Compa-
vifons : And therefore I think myfclf bere
ovliged to acknowledge, once for all, that 1 did
it purpofely. And my Reafcns for this Pra-
clife, were, not only becaufe fic Comparifons
are wpnt to delight moft Readers, and to make
the Notions, they convey, betser kept in Me-
mory 5 whence the beff Orators and Preachers
bave made grect and ﬁlccqg{ul ufe of Meta-

borsy rllegories , and other Refemblances

ut I was induced to employ them chiefly for
w0 other Reafons: 1. That though I freely
confefl, that Arbitrary Similitudes, and likes
wife Thife that are Foreign to th: Subjet
treated of, fich as are moft of the Vulgar
Ques o that are ufually borrowed froms the
Ficlions of the Pocts, and frum the unccr-
tiin s and often ill-applied , Relaions of
Pliny, /Elian, sl o.'{i?r too frequently Fu-
balcus [Eriters, ave fearce fit to be made ufe
of but 10 1 “ulgar Readurs, or Popnlir Auldi-
tarile.f ;1 yet Comparifens firly chafen, a;ul' will
applied, amayy on many occajbrus, ufefully ferve
rf 'illt{/fr.-zre}t’ be 1\70‘:1'2:7: }‘c}l' whsfe J;:L)e/;b»]
are br:ught , and, by placing 1v0cim in & tine
L, ight, belp Men to conceivz them for bettcr,
Fhun o:lograife they wenld Js, And) 2, i
prlre

i
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The Preface.

ofite Comparifons do not only give Light, but
%t/;eﬂgtb, Pto tbe Paflages t/{ejg belonggto, [fince
they are not always bave Piltures and Refern-
blances , bur a kind of Arguments;, being
oftentimesy sif 1 may (o call them, Analogous
Inftances, whbich Jo declare the Nature, or ¥y
zf Operating, y“ the Thing they relate 10, and
)y that mreans do in a fort gro've, that, as'tss
polfibley fo it is mot improbable, that the Thing
may be fuch as’tis reprefented: And tbei'z‘bi'c',
not only rbe llluftrions Verulam, rhough noe
wore a Florid, than a Iudicicus, Writer, bas,
much to the fatufallion ef his Rezders, fre-
quently made ufe of Comparifons , in whofe
Choice, and Application , he was very happy,
but rhar fewvere Philofopher Monfieur Des
Cartes bimfelf fomewbhere ]/‘a].f, that be fcarce
theighty that be underftood any 1hing in Phy-
Sfiquesy but arbat be could declare by fome ape
Similitude , of which, in effeét, be has many
in bis IWritingss [ As, where he compares
the Particles of frcfh Weater to little Eels , and
the Corpufcles f Salt in the Sea-w.ater, to
little vigid Stewnsy and where, afier the
Stoicks, be comparcs the Senfé of Oijeéts by
the interventicn of Lizhe, to the Scnfe that a
blizd Alen bah of Steresy Aud, &c. by the
iuterention of bis Staff.”)  To awkich I [haill
add, That proper Comfar/:[am do the Inagi-
niticn clmcft a5 mucd Service, as NMicref:
copes &i the Fyes 7viy as this Inffrumcnt gives
aus

15
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The Preface.

x5 a difintt wiew of divers minute Things,
which onr naked Eyes cannot well difcein;
becaufe shefe Glaffes veprefent themz far more
large, than by the bare Eye we judge them
0 a skilfully chofen, and wiil azplied, Com-
parifon wmuch belps the Dragination 5 by ilu-
frating Things fearce d{[grﬂil}k » [o as 20
veprefent them by Things much more familiar

and cafy to be apprebended,
I confefs, I might, on forne Occafions, bave
fol:m, nos only more Pufitively, and Boldly
ut, as to many Learned Readors, more
Acceptably 5 if I would bave difconrfed alto-
gether like a Cartefian, or as s Partizan
of forme other Modern Sect of Philofophizers.
But, befides that , 1 am not minded to give
miyfelf up to any Seit , I thought it comve~
mient , that a Difconrfe, difizned te work on
Perfons of diffeving Perfuafions abowut Pbhilc-
opbical Marters, fhonld not declave itfelf
degmatically , or unrcfervedly, of & Party,
but employ rather the Dictates of Reafon, or
Principles csther granted , or little conteffed,
than proceed upon the peculiar Principles of o
diftinct Parcy of Pbilojopbizers, .
If now and then I bave infiffed upon fome
parvicular Subjetls, more than appears abfce
lutcly neceffary, I did iz, bec.:;:fe shat, though
I wrate this Treatifc chiefly for my Frienas,
yee I did nat swiiie iz for them omly § bus
2035
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The Preface.

swas swilling to lay hold on fome of the Occa-
fons that the Serxies of my Difcourfe offered
sy t0 excite in myfelf thofe Dg'fq/itiom that
I endccvoured to produce in others: And
by infifting upan [ome Refleltions, imprefSther
wcre deeply supon my own Mind; cfpecially
wben I was Treating of fome Poimsts, either
fo Importarz o or [o Qppofed, or Both o thai
they can [carce be too miuch inculcated.

The Name of the Perfom, to wbom the
following Papers awere addre(s’d , not being
necellary zo be made Publick s fome Reafons
made it thought convenient , shar it [bould
remain unmen:ioned,

Poft-
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P Oﬂ:(cript.

O give an Acconnt of
the Prolixity, that fome
wight otherwife cenfure,

of the foregoing Prevrace, I
winft Advertife the Reader, That
‘tis of an ancienmt Date , and
that the Firlt Part of the Trea-
tife, that it belongs to, was al-
ready written |, and ’twas then
defigned , that the Second Part
Jbould accompany it to the Prefs :
On which fcore *twas prefumed
that, as the Particulars that piake
up the Preamble wonld not ap-

pear
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pear Superfluous, in regard of the
Variety of Subjells to be Trea-
ted of 5 So, its Length would
Jcarce be found Difproportionate to

the Bulk of the Whole defigned
Book.

THE

19
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(1)

THE

Chriftian Vircuofo:
SHEWING,

That by'iaeing addicted to

Experimental Philofophy, 2 Man
is rather aflifted, than indifpo-
fed, to be a Good Chriftian.

The Firft Part.

SIR,
Perceive by what you intimate,
that your Friends, Dr. I7. and
Mr. N. think it very f{trange, that
I, whom tRhey are pleas’d to look
upon as a diljzent Culdivater of Ex-
perimental ‘Philofophy.thould be a con-
B cern'd

21
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2 The Chrifian Virtuofo.
cern’d Embracer of the Chriftiarn Re-
ligion 5 tho’ divers of its Articles are
fo far from being Objects of Senie
that they are thiought tobe above the
Sphere of Reafon, But,.2ho’ [ pre-
(umhe they thay find mady Objeéts of
the like wonder, among thofe with
whom I am compriz’d by them, un-
der the name of the New Virtuofi 5
and among Thefe, thky may meet
with divers perfons more able than I,
to eafe them of their. wonders y-¢,
fince they' dre pleas’d by fingling me
out, as it weye to challeaige e to do
ir, I (hall endeavour to make them
think it at leaft lefs (trange, 1 hat a
great Eftcem of Experitoice, and a
high Veneration for Religion, {hould
be compatible in the fame perfon.
Wheretore I fhall not deny, that |
am now and then bufied in devifing,
and puttifig in pra&ice; Tryals of fe-
veral forts, and makidg Keflections
upon thei: And I éwn too, that
(about natural things}T have a great
Reverence for Experighce; in compa-
tifon of Authority.- “But withal, (
de-

22
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The Chiiftian Virtnofo. 3
declare, that to embrace Chriftianity,
Ido not think I need to recede from
the valut and kindne(s I bave for Ex-
perimeiital Philofophy,any thing near
fo far as your Friends {eem to imagin,
And I hope it will appedr, that, If the
Experimental way of Philofophifing
1 am addited to, have any thingsin
it that indifpofe a man to affent to the
Truth, and live aécording to the
Laws, of the Chriftian.Religion 3
thofe few things are more’than coun-
tervail'd by the peculiar Advantages;
that it affords a Man of a well-dif-
pos’d mind,towards the being a good
Chriftian.

I aid, & man of a wel-difpos’d
mizd3 that is, one, that is both do-
cile, and inclin’d to make pious appli-
cations of the Traths he difcoverss
becaufe fuch a Qualification of Mind,
I hope, God; through his Goodnefs,
has vouch(af'd mes and theoccafion
given by your friends to the follow-
ing Difcourfe, relating peculiarly to
m>, & perfonal atcount of my Opi-
trions; -and redfons of theni, ought to

B 2 uffice.
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g  The Chriftian Virtuofo.
futhce. And ’twill be ex abundanti,
Cas they (peak,) if my Difcourfe be
tound, as it often will be, to extend
much farther. Which Refletion, I
délire you would frequently have in
your thoughts, to prevent miftaking
the Defign of the following E piftle.
.i 1 doubt not, but the Popular Pre-
judices, that I perceive your two
Friends, amcng many other more de-
vout than well-inform’d Perfons,have
entertain’d’, will make them think,
thit what I' have now deliver’d needs
good proof, and perhaps better than
itiscapable of. And therefore I hope
you will eafily allow me the liberty, I
am going to take, of briefly premi-
fing fome things, to clear the way for
the principal  Poiants, defign’d;to be
difcours’d of inthisLetter. .

I know you need not be told, that
the Philofophy which is moft n re-
quelt among the modern Virtuoft, and
which by {fome is call’d the New, by
others the Corpufeularian,by othersthe
Real, by others ( tho’ not fo propcr-
Iy the Aromical, and by othets again

~ the

24

Pigiized by Teleios Ministries



The Chriftian Virtuofo. s

the Carsefran, or the Mechanical, Phi-
lofophy 5 is built upon two founda.
tions, Reafor and Experience. Butit’
may not be impertinent to obferve to
you, that although the Peripatetick,
and fome other Philofophies, doalfo
pretend to be grounded upon Reafon’
and Experiences yet thecre is a great
difference betwixt the ufethatismade
of thefe two Principles,by the School-
Philofophers,and by the Virtuofi. For
thofe, in the framing of their Syftem;
make but little ufe of Experience s
contenting thcemfelves for the moft
part to employ but few and obvious
Experiments, and vulgar Traditions,
ufually Uncertain, and oftentimes
Falfe; and fupeiftru&ting almolft their
whole Phyficks upon 4bfira7ed Res-
fors by which, I mean, The rational
Faculty endcwed but with its own
Congenit or Common Notions and
Ides’s, and with Popular Notices;
that 1s, fuch as are common among
men,efpecially thofe that are any thing
Learned. Put now, the pirtuofi 1
fpsak of, and by whom, in this whole

B 3 Dif-
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8  TheChriftian V irtuofo.

Difcourfe, I mean thofe, that Under-
ftand and Cultivate Experimental
Philofophy, make a much greater and
betcer ufe of Experience if} their Phi-
lpfophical Refearches. For they caon-
fult Experience both frequently and
heedfully 5 and, not content with the
Phenonsena that Nature (pontaneoufly
affords them, they are folicitous,when
they find it needtul , to enlarge their
Experience by Tryals purpofely de-
vis’d; and ever and anan Refle&ting
upon it, they are careful to Conform
their Opinjons to it 5 or, if there be
juflk caufe, Reform their Opinions by
it. Sothat our Virtuofi have a pecu.
liar Right to the diltinguithing Title
that is often given them, of Experi-
meenial Philofophers.
" I can fcarce doubt,but your Friends
have more than once oblig’d you to
take notice, of the Prophane Dif-
ourfes and Licentious Lives of fome
i'irtrmft, that boaft much of the Prin-
ciples of the New Philofophy. And
-1 deny not, but that, if the know-
ledge -of Nature falls into the hands
o
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of a Refolved Atheift, or a Senfual
Libertine, he may mifemploy it to
Oppugn the Grounds, or Difcredit
the Pradtice, of Religion. But it will
fare much otherwife, if a deep in-
fight into Nature be acquir’d by a
man of Probity and Ingenuity, or at
leaft free from Prejudices’and Vices,
that may indifpofe him to entertaia
and improve thofe Truths of Philofo-
phy, that would naturally Jead himto
Sentiments of Religion. For, if a
Perfon thus qualify’d in his Morals,
and thereby difpos'd to make ufe of
the knowledge of the Creatures to
confirm his Belief, and encrecafe his
Veneration,of the Creator, (and fuch
a Perfon I here again advertife youn,
and defire you would not forget i,
I fuppofe the Virtuofe this Paper is
concern'd in, to be) fhall make a
great progrefs in Real Philofophy 5 I
am perfwaded, that Nature will be
found very Loyal to her Author, and
in {tead of Alienating his Mind from
making religious Acknowledgments,
will furnifth him with weighty and un-

B g com-
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8  The Chriftian Virtuofo.
common Motives, to conclude fuch
Sentiments to be highly rational and
juft. On which occaficn, I muft not
pretermit that judicious Obfervation
of one of the firft and greateft Expe-
rimental Philofophers of our Age,
(Sir Francis Bacon ) That God never
wrought 2 Miracle to convince Athe-
ifts; becaufe in his Vifible Works he
had plac’d enough to doit, if they
were not wanting to them{elves. The
R eafon be. gives for which Remark, I
fhall confirm, by obferving, that "tis
intimated in a paflage of St. Paul, af-
ferting both that the in-
Rom. 1.20. v'ftble things of God are
clearly [ en from the Crea-
tion of the World , as Tokens and Ef-
fects, (asI remember the Particle i
in the Gree£ doth ellewhere fignify,)
and that his Divinity and Eternal
Power may be fo well underftood by
the things that are made, that the
Gentiles, who had but the Light of
Nature to Jead them to the acknow-
ledgment of the true God, were
Excuflefs, for not being brought by
© that
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that Guide to that Acknowledgment.
And indeed, the Experimeatal Phi-
lofophy giving us a more clear difco-
very , than Strangers to it have,
of the divine Excelleacies difplay’d
in the Fabrick and Ceondu& of
the Univerfe, and of the Creatures
it confifts of, very much tndifpofeth
the mind, to afcribe fuch admirable
Effects to fo incompetent and piti-
ful a Caufc as Blind Chance, or the
tumultuous Juftlings of Aromical Por-
tions of fenfelefs Matter; and leads
1t directly totheacknowledgment and
adoration of a moft Intelligent,Pow-
erful and Benign Author of things,to
whom alone fuch excellent Producti-
ons may,with the greateft Congruity,
be afcrib’d. And therefore, if any of
the Cultivaters of Real Philofophy
pervert it to countenance Atheifm,
’tis certainly the fault of the Perfons,
not the Dodtrine; which 1s to be
judg’d of by it’s own natural Ten-
dency, not by the ill Ufe that fome
bad Men may make of it; efpecially
if the prevaricating Perfons are but
pre-
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pretenders to the Philofophy they
mifemploy 3 which Chara&er will per-
haps be found to belong to moft, if
pot all, the Atheiftical and Prophane
Men,the Objeftion means. Formaft
of thefe do as littde underftand the
Myfkeries of Nature, as believe thofe
of Chriftianity ;and of diversof them
1t may be truly (aid, thae their Sen-
fuality, and Lufts, and Paflions, dar-
ken'd and feduc’d their Intelle&s:
"Their Immorality was the Original
Caufe of their Infidelity; nor were
they led by Philofophy to Irreligion,
but gotand perverted {fome {mattering
of Philofophy, to countenance the
Irreligious Principles, they brought
with them to the Study of it. ‘
But all this notwithftanding,]I fear,
if not forefee, that you will {urmife,
that the ftudy of Nactural Philofophy,
how ionocent faever it may be in iz
Jelf, will, in this Libertine Cit;, en-
gage me to converfe with many, who,
xho’ they pafs for Virtuofi, are indeed
Atheifts; whofe contagious Company
.muft Endanger, if not Infet, me.

This
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This obliges me to tell you, that
tho’ I have no reafon to take it at all
unkindly, that you are jealous of me
on the fcore of being Solicitous for
my Safety 5 yet I hope my Danger is
not fo great as yoy may apprehend it.
For Firi#, I muft owp to you, thatl
do not think there are fo many Specu-
latiye Acheills, as Men are wont ta
imagin. And tho’ my Converfation
has been pretty free and general a-
mong Naturali({s,ye; I have met with
fo few true Atheifls, that I am very
apt to think, that Men’s want of due
Information, or their uncharitable
Zeal, has made them miftake or mif-
reprefent many for Denyers of Gad,
that are thought fuch, chiefly becaufe
they take uncommon Methods in
{tudying his Works, and have other
Sentiments of them, than thofe of
vulgar Philofophers. And in the #ext
place T mult tell you, that having,
through the goodnels of God, cholen
my Religion, not Inconfiderately,
but upon mature Deliberations I do
apt find thofe Farsuofs, you call Ath}c-
D its,

¢
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ifts, fuch formidable Adverfaries, as
thofe that are afraid to hear them, do,
by that Apprehenfion,appear to think
them. And indeed, I have obferv’'d
the Phyfical Arguments of the Athe-
ifts to be but very few, and thofe tar
enough from being Unanfwerable.
And as for the very chief of them,
zho’ they are wont to puzzle fuch as
are not vers’d in nice Speculations,
becaufe they reprefent the aflertion of
a Deity,asa Dotrineencumber’d with
inextricable Difficulties; yer I do not
think the Objections folidly ground-
ed, fince the fame Difhiculties, or o-
thers not inferior, may be urg’d
againft thofe Hypothefes and Princi-
ples, that the Deniers of God do or
muftadmit. And indeed,moft of the
perplexing Difficalties the Atheills
lay fo much ftrefs on, do not proceed
from any Abfurdity contained in the
Tenent of the Theifts, but from the
Nature of things; thatis, partly from
the Dimnefs and other Imperfetions
of our Human Underftandings, and
partly from the Abftrufe Nature, that,

: to
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to{uch Pounded Intelledls, all Objeéts
muft appear to have, in whofe Con-
ception Infinity is involv'd; whe-
ther that Objc&t be God, or Atoms,
or Duration, or {omeother thing that
isuncaufable. For,however we may
flacter our {elves, I fear wefhall find,
upon {trict and impartial Tryal, that
finite Underftandings are not able
clearly to refolve fuch Difliculties, as
exalt a clear comprehenfion of what
is really Infinite.

But to perfue this Difcourfc,would
lead us too far. Aund ‘'tis more fic,
after fo much has been faid concerning
not only the Defign of this Traét,but
the New Philofophy, the #7rtnoff,and
my felf; to proceed to thole more
Particular things, that direlly tend
to the main Scope of our Epiftle.

The fuft advantage,that our Expe-
rimental l-hilofopher, as fuch, hath
towards being a Chriltian, is, that
his courfe of Studies’conduceth much,
to fettle in his Mind a firm Belief of
the Exiflence, and divers of the chief
Attiibutes, of God: Which Belicf,

1s,
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i$, ih the ordér of things, the firft
Principle of thdt Natura] Religion,
which it felf is pre-required to Re-
veal'd Religion in general, and con-
fcquently, to Thatin particular,which
is embrac’d by Chriftians.

That the confideration of the Vaft-
nefs, Beauty, and Regular Motions,
of the heavenly Bcdies; the excel-
lehit Structure of Animals and Plants$
befides a multitade of other Pheno-
mena of Nature, and the Sabfervi-
ency of moft of thefe to Mans may
juftly induce him,as a Rational Crea-
ture, to Conclude, That this vaft,
beautiful, orderly, and (in a word)
many ways ddmirable Syftem of
things, that we call the World, was
fram’d by an Author fupremely Pow-
crful, Wife, and Good, can fcarce
be deny'd by aun intelligent and un-
prejudic’d Confiderer. And this is
{trongly confirti’ld by Experience,
which witneffeth, that in almoft all
Ages and Countries, the geneérality
‘of Philofophers;, and contemplative
Men, were perfuaded of the Exift-

cnce
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énce of a Deity, by the confideration
of the Pb.cnormcna of the Univerfe 3
whofe Fabrick and Condudt they ra-
tionally concluded could not be de-
fervedly afcrib’d , either to blind
€Chance, or to any other Caule than
a Divine Being.

Bur, 240’ it be true, that God bath
not left binfelf withont witnefS, even
to perfuntory Confiderers ; by

amping upon divers of the more
Obvious Parts of his Workmanthip,
fuch confpicuous Impreflions of his
Atcributes, that a moderate degree
of Underftanding , and Attention,
tidy (uffice to make Men acknowledg
hisEeings Tet, 1 fcruple not to ‘think,
That Aflent very much inferior to the
Beliefthat the fame Objets are fitted
td produce in an Heedtul and Intelli-
&ent Contemplator of them: Forthe
Works of God dre fo worthy of their
‘Author, that, beltdes the Imprefies of
his Wifdom, and Goodunefs, that are
Tefe as it were upon their Surfaces s
there are a great many more curious
and excellent Tokens, and Effetts, of
Di-
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Divine Artifice, in the hidden and
innermolt Recefles of thems; .and
thefe are not to be difcovered by the
perfunttory looks of Ofcitant or Un-
skilful Beholders 5 but Require,.as
well, as Delerve, the moft attentive
and prying Infpe&ion of inquifitive
and well-inftrutted Confiderers. And
fometimes in one Creature, there may
be I know not how many admirable
things, that efcape a vulgar Eye, and
yet may be clearly difcern’d by That
of a true Naturalift; who brings
with him, befides a more than com-
mon Curiofity and Attention, acom-
petent knowledge of Anatomy, Op-
ticks, Cofmography, Mechanicks, and
Chymiltry. But treating elfewhere
purpofely of this Subject, it may here
{uffice ro fay, that God hascouch’d fo
many things in his Vlﬁble Works, that.
theclearer Light a Man has, the more
he may difcover of their Unobvious
Exquifitenefs, and the more clearly
and diftin&tly he may difcern thofe
Qualities that lye more Obvious,
And the-more wonderful thmgsdh({:

fi~

36

Pigiizedby Teleios Ministries



The Chriftian Virtuofo. 17
difcovers in the Works of Nature, the
more auxiliary Proofs he meets with
tocftablitb and enforcetheArgument,
drawn from the Univerfe and its Parts,
to evince 7 hat there is aGod : Which
1s a Propofition of that vaft weight
and importance, .that it ought to
endear every thing to us, that 15able
toConfirmit, and Afford us new Mo-
tives to acknowledge and adore the
Divine Author of things.

In reference to this matter, we may
confidently fay, that the Experimental
Philofophy has a great advantage of
the Scholaftick. For in the Peripate-
tick Schools, where things are wont
to be afcrib’d to certain Subftantial
Forms, and Real Qualities; (the for-
mer of which are acknowledgd to
be very abftrufe and my{terious things,
and the later are many of them con-
fefledly occult ;) the accounts of Na-
tures Works may be eafily givenina
few words, that are general enough
to be applicable to almoft all Occa-
fions. But thefe uninftructive Terms
da netther oblige, nor condudt,a man

C Lo
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to deeper fearches into the Structure
of Things, nor the manner of being
Produc’'d, and of Operating upon
one another. And confequently, are
very infufficient to difclofe the exqui-
fite Wifdom, which the Omnifcient
Maker has exprefs’d in the peculiar
Fabricks of Bodies, and the skilfully
regulated Motions of them, or of
their conftituent Parts: From the
dilcernment of which things, never-
thelefs, 1t 1s, that there is, by way
of refule, produc’d in the mind of
an Intelligent Contemplator, a {trong
Convi&ion of the Being of a Divine
Opificer, and a juft acknowledgment
of his admirable Wifdom. To be
told, that an Eye is the Organ of
Sight, and that this is perform’d by
that Faculty of the Mind,which from
its Funtion is call’d Viffoe; will give
a Man but a forry account of the In-
ftruments and Manner of Vifion it
felf, or of the Knowledge of that
Opificer, who, as the

Pfal. 94. 9. Scripture fpeaks, forwi'd
the Eye. And he that

: can
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¢an take up with this eafy Theory of
Vifion, will not think it neceflary to
take the paids to diffe&t the Eyes of
Animals, nor ftudy the Books of Ma-
thematicians, to underftand Vifions
and accordingly, will have but mean
thoughts of the Contrivance of the
Organ, and the Skill of the Artificer,
in comparifon of the Idea’s that will
be fuggefted of both of them.to him
that, being profoundly skill’d in Ana-
tomy and Opticks, by Their help
takes afunder the feveral Coats, Hu-
mours, and Mufcles, of which, that
exquifite Dioptrical Inltrument con-
filts: And having feparately confi-
der'd the Figure, Size, Conliftence,
Texture, Diaphaneity, or Opacity,
Situation, and Connexions, of eacH
of them, and their Coaptation in the
whole Eye, (hall difcover, by the
help of the Laws of Opticks, how
admirably this little Crgan is itted,to
Reccive the incident Beams of Light,
and Difpofe them in thé beft manner
poflible, for compleating the lively
R eprefefitation of the almoft infinitely
virious Oble®s of Sigh:, 'Ttd
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*T'is cafie for Men to {ay in general
‘Terms,that the World 7s wifély fran’d;
but I doubrt it often happens, that
Men confcfs, that the Creatures are
wifely made, rather becaufe upon
other grounds they believe God to be
a wife Agent, than becaufe fo flighé
an account as the School Philofophy
gives of particular Creatures, con-
vinces them of any Divine Wifdom
in the Crcator. And #50’ I am wil-
ling to granr, that fome Imprecflions
of God s Wifdom are {o confpicuous,
that Cas I lately intimated) even a
Supetficial Philofopher may thence in-
fer, that the Author of fuch Works
mult be 2 wife Agents yet, Low wife
an Agent he has 1o thole Works ex-
prefs’d himfclf to be, none but an
Expcirimenta! Philofopher can wcll
difcern.  And ’is not by a flight Sur-
vey, but by a diligent and skilful
scrutiny, of the Works of God, that
a Man mult be, by a Ratienal and
A fleCtive Conviction, engag’d to ac-
kaowledge with the Prophet, that

the Author of Nature is FVonderful
iz
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in Counfel, and Excellent i Hork-
ing o Ifa. xxviii. 29.
I. After the Exigence of the Deiry,
the next grand Principle of Natural
Religion, is, the Immortality of the
Rational scul; whofe genuine confe-
quence is, the Belief and Expe(ta-
tion ,pof a Future and Everlafting
State. . For thisimportant Truth, di-
vers Arguments may be alledg’d, that
may p'rfuade a fober and well-difpofed
Mar to embraceit: But to convince a
learned Adverfary, the {tronge(t Argu-
ment, that the Light of Nature fup-
plies us with, feems to be that which
15 afforded by the Real Philofophy
For this teacheth usto form true and
diftinct Notions of the Body, and the
Mind 5 and thereby manife(ts fo great
a difference in their Effential Artri-
butes, , that the fame thing cansnot be
both. This it makes out more di-
ftinctly, by enumerating feveral Fa-
culties and Functions of the Rational
Soul ; fuch as, 7o Underftand, and
that fo, as to form Conceptions of
Abftratted things, of Univerfals, of
C3 Im-

41

Pigiized by Teleios Ministries



22 TheChriftian Virtuofo.

Immaterial Spirits, and even of that
infinitely Perfe&t One, God himfelf:
And alfo, to Concexve, and Demon-
ftrate, that there are Incommenfu-
rable Lmes, and Surd Numbers; 7o
make Ratiocinzations,and both cogent
and concatenated Inferences, about
thefe things; to exprefs their intélleGtu-
al Notions, pra re nat§ by words or In-
ftituted Signs,to other Men ; #oexer-
cife Free-will about many things; and
to make Refletions on its own Ats,
both of Intellett and Will. For thefe
apd the like Prerogatives, thatare pe-
cuiiar to the Human Mind, and fupe-
yior to any thing that belongs to the
Quitward Senfes, or to the Imagina-
tion it felf, manife, that the Ratio-
nal Soulisa Being of an higher Order,
than Corporeal; and confequently,
that the Seat of thefe Spiritual Facul-
ties, and rhe Source of thefe Qpera-
t.ons,is a Subﬂancc that bemg n its
own nature diftin& from theBody, is
not naturally fubject tg¢ Dye or Perith
with it.

And
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And in reference to this Truch, our
Virtuofo hath an advantage of a mere
School-Philofopher. For being ac-

uainted with the true and real Cau-
es of Putrefaction, and other Phyfical
kinds of Corruption; and thereby
difcerning,that the things that deltroy
Bodies, are the Avolation, or other
Recefs, of fome neceffary Parts, and
(uch a depraving Tranfpofition of the
component Portions of Matter, as is
altogether incongruous to the Struc-
ture and Mechanical Modification,
that is effential to a Body of that Spe-
cies,or kind,it belongs to: Our Natu-
ralift, I fay, knowing.this, plainly per-
ceives, that thefe caufes of deftruction
can have no place in the Rational
Soul; which being an Immaterial Spi-
rit, and confequently 2 Sub(tance not
really divifible, can have no Parts ex-
pell’d or tranfpos’d, and fo being
exempted from the Phyfical Caufes
of Corruption that deltroy Bodies,
fhe ought to laft always. And being
a Rational Creature, endow’d with
internal Principles of Acting, as ap-
C 4 pears
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pears in Free-will, fhe ought to live
for ever, unlef§ it pleafe God to anni-
hilate her 3 whxch we have no reafon
to fuppofe he will do. Buton the
other fide, the Modern» ‘Peripateticks
(for I queﬁlon whether Ar{ﬁotle him-
felf were of the fame opinion) main-
tain Subftantial Forms, by fome of
them, {tyl 'd éemz-ﬁ'/)ﬁuztue, to whlcl}
in Apes, Elephants, and others, thag
pals for ingenious Animals, they
afcribe fome fuch Faculties and Fun-
¢tions, as {eem to differ but gradually;
from thofg of the Rational Soul s and
(how innocént foever I grant their
Intentions to be)tbcxr Dottrine tend§
much to Enervate,.if .not quite io
Difable; the chxef Phyﬁcal way of
Probation, whence the. Ammortality
of Man’s Mmd is jultly.ioferr'd. For
fince accordmg to the rPcrlpatetxcks

fubftantial Forms, are, as they fpeak,

educ’d out of the Bower -or. Poted-
tiality of the Vattcr, and do fo de-
pend upon it, not only as to Adtion,
burt as ro Bemg, that they cannot'at
:all fubﬁ[‘c without lt _Bur when the

Pa[n
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particular Body (as an Herb, a Stone,
or a Bird,) is'deltroy’d, they perifh
with it5 or, (as fome of them {carce
iptelligibly exprefs the fame ‘thing)
fall ‘back into the bofon: of the matter:
I think they give gteat advantage to
Atheifts, and Cavillers, to'impugn the
Minds Immortality.’ '

For if to ap Ape, or other Brute
Animal, there belongs a Being morc
noble than Matter, that cap altuate
and inform i, and make it feif the
Afchitct of its own Manfion, ‘tho’
fo admirable a§'that of an Ape, or an
Eléphant; if this Being can in the
Body it hath fram’d, perform all the

unctions of :a vegetable Soul; and
befides thofe;' See, Hear, Talt, Smell,
Tmagin, Infer, Rémember, Love, Hate,
Fear, Hope, Expe&, dc. andyetbea
mortal thing’ ‘and” perifh Wwith the
Body : ’Twill not be difficult for
thofe Enemies of Religion, who are
willing to thinkthe Soul Mortal,-be-
aufe their brutifh Lives make them
with the weré] to-fancy, that-human
Minds are *but a fomewhat' more
No-
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Noble, but not for that lefs Mortal,
kind of Subftantial Forms;asamongf(t
Senfitive Souls themfelves,which they
acknowledge to be equally Mortal,
therc is a great difparity in Degrees,
that of a Monky, for inftance, %eing
Eery far fuperior to that of an Oy-
fxer.

111 The third main Principle of Ua-
reveal’d Religion,and confequently of
Reveal’d, ( which prefuppofes Natu-
ral Religion, as it’s foundatior:i) is a
Belief of the Divine Providence.
And in this grand Article, as well as
in the two foregoing, a Man may be
muchConfirm’d by Experimental Phi-
lofophy 3 both as it affords him pofi-
tive Inducements to acknowledge the
Article; and as it {héws the great Im-
probability of the two main Grouads,
on one or other of which, (for they
are not well confiftent) is founded
the denyal of God’s Providence.

A Virtnofo, that by manifold and
curious Experiments fearches deep in-
to the Natyre of things, has great
and peculiar Advantages, to difcover

and
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and obferve the excellent Fabrick of
the World , as ’tis an immenfe Ag-
gregate of the feveral Creatures that
compofe it; and to take notice in its
particular Parts, efpecially thofe that
are Animated, of fuch exquifite Con-
trivances, and f{uch admirable Coor-
dinations, and Subordinatjons, in
reference to each other, as lie hid
from thofe Beholders that are nqt
both Attentive and Skilful. When out
Virtuofo contemplates the Vaftnefs,
fcarce conceivable Swiftnefs, and yet
conftant Regularity, of the various
Motions, of the Sun, Moon, and other
Ccleftial Lights: Whea he confiders
how the Magnetifm of the Earth makes
jts Poles conftantly look the fame way,
notwithftandipg the Motions of its
fluid Portex ; how by daily tutning
about jts own Center in four and
twenty hours, it receives as much
Light, and benefit from the Sun, and
all the glorious Confiellations of the
Firmament, as if they, with all the
vaft heavenly Region they belong to,
mov'd about 7 in'the fame time¢ 5 "bow

by
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by its Situation among them,it enjoys
the regular Viciflitudes of Day and
Night, Summer and Winter, ¢&c. bow
the feveral Parts of the Sublunary
World are mucually fubfervient to
one another, and .moft of thém (one
way or other) Serviceable to Man;
how excellently theBodies of Animals
are Contriv’d 5 what various and con-
gruous provifion is made for differing
Animals, that they may fubfift’as long
as they (hould, according to thelnfti-
tution of Nature, by furnifhing them,
according to their, refpective Natures,
Jomee with Strength to take their Food
by force, others with Induftry to pro-
cure it by Subtilty 5 fome with , Arms,
as Horns, Hoofs,' Scales, Tusks, Poy-
fors, Stings, &c. to Defend them-
felves, and Offend their Enemies;
fome with Wings or fwiftnef3 to fly
“from Dangers; fome with Forefight
to prevent them 3 fome with Craft,
and perhaps (trange Fetches of "it, to
EJude them; Aow being diftinguith’d
into two Sexes, each of thefe is fur-
nifh’d with appofite Organs,.for the

" ‘pro-
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propagation of the Species, 2nd with
skill and kindnefs to nourifh and train
up their young ones, till they can
fhifc for themfelves; how admirable,
and indeed aftonifhing, a procefs is
gone through in the formation of the
Fetus,, clpecially of a Human one;
how divers Animals arc endowed with
ftrange Inftints, whofe Effetts fome-
times feem much to furpafs thofe of
Reafon it felf; tho’ they are fuper-
added to the Mechanical Structure of
the Animal, and arguc a refpelt to
things very remote from it, eitherin
time, place, or both, and perhaps alfo
to the Grand Fabrick orSyftem of the
World, and the gencral Occonomy of
Naturc. When, as I was faying, a
Philofopher duly reflcts on thlde
thirgs, and many others of the like
import, he will think it highly ratio-
inal to infer from them thefe three
Conclufions.

Fir(t, That a Machine fo Immé¢nfe,
fo Beautiful, {fo well contriv’d, and, in
a word, fo Admirable, asthe World,
cannot have been the effcét of merd

Chance,
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Chance, or the Tumultuous Jultlings
and Fortuitous Concourfe of Atoms,
but muft have been produc’d by a
Caufe, exceedingly Powerful, Wife,
and Beneficent. |
Secondly, That this moft Potent
Author, and (if I may fo fpeak) Opi-
ficer of the World,; hath not Aban-
don’d a Mafterpiece fo worthy of him,
but does ftill Maintain and Preferve
it; {o regulating the ftupendioufly
fwift Motions of the great Globes,
and other vaft Mafles 6f the Mundane
Matter, that they do not, by any no-
table Irregularity, diforder thegrand
Syftem ot the Univerfe, and reduce
it to a kind of €haos, or confus’d State
of thufii’d and deprav'd things.
Thirdly, That 4s it is not above
the Ability of the Divine Author of
things, though a (ingle Being, to Pre-
ferve and Govern all his Vifible
Works, how great and numeréus (o-
ever; fo he thinks it not Below his
Dignity and Majefty, to extend his
Care and Beneficence to particular
Bodies, and even to the meane(t Crea-
tuTEs L -
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tures; providing not only for the
Nourithment, but for the Propaga-
tion, of Spiders and Ants themfelves.
And indeed, fincc the Truth of this
Aflertion, That God goverss the World
he has made, would appear (if it did
not by other Proofs) by the Con-
ftancy, and Regularity, and aftonith-
ingly rapid Motions of the vaft Cce-
leitial Boadies, and by the long Trains
of as Admirable, as Neceflary, Arti-
fices, that are emplov'd to the Propa-
gation of various forts of Animals,
(whether Viviparous, or Oviparous ;)
I fee not why it fhould be deny’d,thac
God’s Providence may reach to his
particular Works here below, efpcci-
ally to the noblelt of them, Maax; fince
moft of thofe Learned Men that deny
this, as derogatory to God's Majefty
and Happinefs, acknowledge, thatac
the fitft Creation, or (if they diflike
that term) Formation of thingss the
great Author of them muft not only
have extended his Care, to the grand
Syftem of the Univerfe in general,

but allow’d itto defcend folow, as to
cons
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contrive all the Minute, and various
Paits, (and even the moft homely
ones) not only of Greater and ( re-
putedly ) more perfett Animals, as
Elephants, Whales, and Menj; but
fuch Small and Abje& Ones, as Flies,
Ants, Fleas, ¢&¢. Which being mani-
fe(tly propagated by Eggs laid by the
Female, cannot reafonably be thought
the off-fpring of Putrefation. Whence
I gather, as from matter of fa&, that
to be concern’d for the welfare, even
of particular Animalss as it is agree-
able to God’s All-pervading Wifdom,
and exuberant Beneficences; fo (what-
cver Men’s Vanity may make them
furmife) it isnot truly derogatory to
his adorable Greamefg and Majefty.
And on this occafion, I fhall add,
that z7ce Man is the nobleft of God'’s
vifible Works; fince very many of
them feem made for his Ules firce;
Plalm 138, CSVeD as an Animal, heis
14 IS) * (as the Pflalmilt truly
* 7" fpeaks) wonderf:lly niade,
and curioirfly, or artificially &rromght s
and fizce God has both given hi?“s 4
v
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Rational Mind, and endow’d it with
an Intelle&, whereby he can Con-
template the Works of Nature, and
by them acquire a Conviftion of the
Exiftence, and divers Attributes, of
their fupremely perfet Authors firnce
God hath planted Notionsand Princi-
ples in the Mind of Man, fit to make
him fenfible, that he ought to Adore
God, as the mofl Perfe& of Beings,
the Supreme Lord and Governor of
the World, the Author of his own
Nature,and all his Enjoyments: Sirce
all this, Ifay, is fo, Natural Reafon
ditates to him, that he ought to ex-
prefs the Sentiments he has for this
Divine Being, by Veneration of his
Excellenciess5 by Gratitude for his
Benefits;' by Humiliation, in view of
his Greatnefs, and Majeflty; by an
Awe of his Jufltice; by Reliance on
his Power, and Goodnefs, when he
duly endeavours to ferve and pleafe
him 3 and, in fhort, by thofe feveral
Ads of Natural Religion, that Rea-
fon fhews to be Suitable, and there-
fore Dueito thofe feveral Divine At~

D tributes
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eributes of his, which it has'led us to
the knowledge of.

And here I fhall take leave to add,
that, from the Carteflarz Principles,
(which you know are embrac’d, bya
great part of the Modern Virtuo%) 1
think, [ may draw a double Argument
tor Diviee Providence.

For firft, according to the Carte-
frans, all Local Motion (which is,
under God, the grand Principle of all
‘Altions among things Corporeal ) is
‘Adventitious to Matters and was at
tir{t produc’d in ir, ard is ftill every
-moment Continu'd and Prefervid
-1mmediately by God: Whence may
be inferr’d, that he Concurs to the
: Ations of ' each particular Agent, (as
sthey are Phyfical 3) and confequently,
.that his Providence reaches to all and
‘cvery one of them. i

Ard fecondly, the fame Cartefians
‘believe the Rational Soul to be an
Immaterial Subftance, really diftinét
and feparable from the Body. Whence
I infer, that the Divine Providence
-extends to every particular Man s
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fince when ever an Embryo, or little
Human Body form’d in the Womb,
is, by being duly Organiz’d, fitted to
receive a Rational Mind , God is
pleas’d to Create one, and Unire it
with that Body. In which Tranf-
action, there feems to me a neceflity
of a dire¢t and particular interven-
tion of the Divine Powers fince I
undertand not, by what Phyfical
Charm or Spell an Immaterial Sub-
ftance can be allur’d into this or that
Particular Embryo, of many that are
at the fame time fitted to receive a
Human Souls; nor by what merely
Mechanical Ty, or Band, an Immate-
rial Subftance can be {o durably (per-
haps for 8o or 100 Years) joyn’d and
united with a Corporeal, in which it
finds no Parts, that it has Organs to
take hold of, and to which it can fur-
nith no Parts to be faften'd upon by
them. Nor do I better conceive, how
a mere Body can produce Pain, Plea-
fure,&c. by its own mere Altion, or
rather Endeavour to a&, on an Imma-
terial Spirit. Nor will the force of

D 2 all
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all that has been faid for God’s Spe.
cial Providence, be eluded, by fay-
ing, with fome Deifts, that atter the
firtt formation of the Unbiverfe, all
things are brought to pafs by the Set-
led Laws of Nature. For tho’ this
be confidently, and not without co-
lour, pretended s yet, I confefs, it
does not fatisfie me. For, belide the
in{uperable difficulty there 1s, to give
an Account of the firlt formation of
things, which many (efpecially 4riffo-
teliar ) Deilts will not afcribe to God s
and befides that the Laws of Motionh,
without which the prefent State and
Courfe of things could not be main-
tain’d, did notneceflarily {pring from
the Nature of Matter, but depended
upon the Will of the Divine Author
of things: Befides this, I {ay, 1lock
upon a Law, as a Moral, not a Phyf{i-
cal, Caufe, as being indeed but a
Notional thing, according to which,
an intelligent and free Agent 1s bound
to regulate its Actions. Buat 1nani-
mate Bodies are utterly incapable of
Undertanding what a Law is,0r what
1t
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it injoyns, or when they act conform-
ably or unconformably to it; and
therefore the Actions of Inanimate
Bodies, which cannot incite or mode-
rate their own Aclttons, are produc’d
by real Power, not by Laws; tho’
the Agents, if Intelligent, may Re-
gulate the Exertions of their Power
by fettled Rules.

IV. 1 have taken notice of two
other Accounts, upon which the
Experimental Knowledge of God’s
Works, may, in a well-difpos’d Mind,
conduce to eftablith the Belief of his
Providence; and therefcre, tho’ I
fhall not dwell long upon them, I muft
not altogether pretermit them.

Fir{t then, when our Firtuofo fecs
how many, and how various, and
oftentimes how {trange, and how ad-
mirable Strutures, Inftints,and other
Artifices, the wife Opificer hath fur-
nifh’d, even Brutes and Plants withal,
to purchafe and affimilate their Food,
to defend or otherwife {ecure them-
felves from hoftile things, and (to be
fhort) #o maintain their Lives, and

D 3 pro-
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propagate their Species 5 it will very
much conduce to perfuade him, that
fo Wife an Agent, who has at Com-
mand {0 many differing and excellent
Methods and Tools, to accomplith
whar he deiigns 3 and does oftentimes
atually employ them, for the prefer-
vatinn and welfare of Beafts,and even
of Plants, can never want “jeans to
compafs his moft wife and jult Ends,
in relation to Mankind ; being able,
by ways that we fthould never dream
of, to execute his Menaces, and fulfil
his Promifes. But of thefe rare Stru-
ctures, Inftints, and other Methods,
and, if I may fo ftyle fome of them
with Reverence, Stratagems and
Fetches of Divine Skill, that God is
pleas’d to employ in the condu& of
the vifible World, efpecially Ani-
mals, I have already elfewhere pur-
pofely difcours’d, and therefore fhall
now proceed, and obferve, inthe fe-
cond place, That, when we duly
conflider the very differing ends, to
which many of God’s particular
Works, efpecially thofe that are Ani-

mated,

58

Piglized by Teleios Ministries



The Chriftian Virtnofo. 39

mated, feem defigr &, in reference
both to their own Welfare, and the
Urility of Man s and with how much
Wifd»m, and, i had almoft {aid, Care,
the glorissus Creator has been pleas’d
to {upply tnem with means admirably
fit for the attainment of thefe refpe-
&ive ends; we cannot but think it
highly probable, That o Wife, and
fo Benign a Being, has not left hisno-
ble(t vifible Creature, Afu», unfur-
nifh’d with means to procure hisown
Welfare, and obtain his true End, if
he be not culpably wanting to himfclf.
And fizce Manis endowed with Rea-
fon, which may conviuce him, (of
what neither a Plant, nor Brute Ani-
mal 1s capable of knowing, namely )
that God is both his Maker, and his
continual Benefactors fince his Reafon
likewife teacheth him, That upop
both thofe accounts, befides others,
God may jufltly expe& and require #
Worfhip and Obedience from him
Jince allo the fame Rational Faculty
may perfuade him, ‘That it may well
become the Majefty and Wifdom of
D 4 God,
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God, asthe Sovereign Reétor of the
World, to givea Law to Man, who
15 a Rational Creature, capable of
Underftanding and Obeying it, and
thereby Glorifying the Author of it;
fince, (farthermore) finding in his
ownMind (if it be not deprav’d by
Vice, or Lufts ) a Principle that di-
&tates to him, That he owes a Vene-
ration, and other fuitable Sentiments,
¢o the Divinely Excellent Author of
his Being, and his continual and mu-
nificent Benefadtors fince, on thefe
fcores, his Conlicience will convince
him of his Obligation to all the Effen-
t1al Duties of natural Religion; and
(ince, laftly, his Reafon may convince
him, That his Soul is Immortal, and
is therefore Capable, as well ‘as Defi-
rous, to be everlaftingly Happy, after
¥t has left the Body; he muftin rea-
{on be ftrongly inclin’d to wifh for a
Supernatural D fcovery of what God
srould have him Believe and Do. And
therefore if, being thus prepared, he
fhall bevery credibly informed, That
God hath adtually been pleas’d to

. - Difco-
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Diicover, by Supernatural Revela-
tion, (what, by Reafon, without it,
he can either not at all, or but roving-
ly, guefs at) what kind of Worfhip
and Obedience will be moft accepta-
ble to him; and to encourage Man
to both thefe, by explicite Promifes
of that Felicity, that Man, without
them, can but faintly hope for, he
would be ready then thankfully to
acknowledge, That this way of pro-
cceding befeems the tranfcendent
Goodnefs of God, without deroga-
ting from his Majefty and Wifdom.
And by thefe and the like Refle-
c&tions, whereof {ome were formerly
intimated, a Philofopher, that takes
notice of the wonderful Providence,
that God defcends to exercile for the
welfare of Inferiour and Irrational
Creatures, will have an advantage
above Men not vers’d in the woris
and courfe of Nature, to believe,
upon the Hiftorical and other Proofs
that Chriltianity offers, That God
has atually vouchfafed to Man, his
nobleft , and only rational vgible

r€a=
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Creature, an explicite and pofitive
Law, enforc’d by Threatning fevere
Penalties to the Stubborn Tranf-
greflors 5 and Promifing, to the fin-
cere Obeyers, Rewards fuitable to
his own Greatnefs aud Goodnefs.
And thus the Confideration of God’s
Providence, in the conduét of things
corporeal, may prove, to a well dif-
pos’d Contemplator, a Bridge, where-
on he may pafs from Natural to Re.
veal’d Religion.

I have been the more particular
and exprefs, in what I havefaidabout
Divine Providence, becaufe | did
not find other Writers had made it
needlefs for me to do {o : And I dwelt
the longer upon the Exiftence of the
Deity, and the Immortality of the
Soul, that I might let youfee, That
1 did not fpeak Ground!efly or Rafh-
ly, but that I had confider’d what I
faid, when I aflferted, That the Ex-
perimental Philofopby might afford
a well difpos’d Mind confiderable
Helps to Natural Religion. I find
my f{elf therefore now at Liberty to

proceed
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proceed to farther Confiderations,
and reprefent to you, That

V. Another thing, that difpofes an
Experimentarian Philofopher to em-
brace Religion, is, That his Genius
and Courfe of Studies accultoms him
to value and delight in abftra&ed
Truths; by which Term, I here mean
fuch Truths, as do not at all, or do
but very little, gracifie Mens Ambi-
tion, Senfuality, or other Inferiour
Paflionsand Appetites. For, where-
as the Generality of thofe that are
averfe from Religion are enclin'd to
be fo, upon This account, (among
Others) That they havea Contempt
or Undervaluation of all Truths, that
do not gratifie their Paflions or Inter-
elts; He that 1s addifted to Know-
ledge Experimental, is accuftom’d
both to Perfue,. Efteem, and Relifh
many Truths, that donot delight his
Senfes, or gratifie his Paflions, or his
Tanterelis, but only entertain his Un-
derftanding with that Manly and Spi-
1itual Satisfaction, that is naturally af-

forded
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forded it by the attainment of Clear
and Noble Truaths, which are its ge-
nuine Objefts and Delights. And
tho'I grant, that the Difcoveries made
by the help of Phyfical or Mechanical
Experiments, are not, for the moft
part, of Kin to Religion 5 yet, be-
fides that (ome of them do manifeftly
conduce to Eftablifh or Illuftrate Na-
tural ‘Theology, which is that, (as,
tho’ noted already, deferves to be In-
culcated ) which Reveal’d Religion,
and confequently that of Chriftians,
muft be Founded on, or muft Sup-
pofe : Befides this, If{ay, we may ar-
gue & fortiori, That he, thatis accu-
ftomed to prize Truths of an Infe-
rior kind, becaufle they are Truths,
will be much more difpos’d to value
Divine Truths, whichare of a much
higher and nobler Order, and of an
Ineltimable and Eternal Advantage.
VI, There is another thing, that is
too pertinent to the main Scope of this
Dilcourie to be here pretermitted :
and 1t 15, That both the Temper of
Mind, that makes a Man moft pro-

per
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per to be a /irtuofo, and the Way of
Philofophifing , he chiefly employ’s,
conduce much to give him a fufhici-
ent, and yet well grounded and duly
limited, Docility 5 which is a great
Difpofition to the Entertainment of
Reveal’d Religion. In the Vulgar
"and Superficial Philofophy, wherein
a Man is allowed to think,that he has
done his part well enough, when he
has afcrib’d things to a Subftantial
Form, or to Nature, or tofome Real
Quality, whether Manifeft or Occulr,
without proving that there are fuch
Caufes, or intelligibly declaring, How
they produce the Phasnons: na, or Ef-
fe&ks referr’d to thems in this Philo-
fophy, Ifay, ’tis eafie for a Man to
have a great Opinion of his own
Knowledge, and be puft up by it
But a Virtuofo, that cannot fatishe
Himfelf, nor dares pretend to (atisfie
Others, till he can, by Hypothefes that
may be underftood and prov'd, de-
clare intelligibly the manner of the
Operation of the Caufes he affigns,
will often find 1t fo Difficult a Task

to
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to do fo, that he will eafily difeerrs;
that he needs further Information, and
therefore oughe to feck for it where
‘tis the mofk likely to be had3 and
not only to Admit, but Welcome tt,
if he findsit. Befides, the Litigious
Philofophy of the Schools feldom
furnifthes its Difciples with better than
Dialeltical or Probable Arguments;,
which are not proper, either fullyto
fatisfie the Perfon that employs them,
or leave his Adverfary without any
Anfwer, Plaufible atlealt, if not full
as Probable as the Obje(tion 5 upon
which account, men that have more
Wit than fincere Love of Truth, will
be able to difpute {pecioufly enough,
as long as they have a mimd to do
fo. And as fuch (lippery Arguments
are not able to Convince even Him
that cmploys them, if he be a2 Man
of Judgment; fo, if he deals with a
witty Adverfary, they will leave him
able to Elude any Arguments of the
like pature, with which he fhall be
prefs’d. Andin effet we fee, That

m the Ariftotclian Philofophy there
are
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are divers Queftions, fuch as, whether
the Elements retain their diltinct Na-
ture in a mixt Body ? whether the Ca-
Ieftial Orbs are mov’d by Intelligen-
ces ? to omic many others, which are
as it were ffuted Queflions 5 and as
they have been difputed from age to
age,are like to continue Quelttons for
many more, if that Philolophy fhall
laft fo long. But a Firtuofo, that is
wont in his Reafonings to attend to
the Principles of Mathematicks, and
found Philolophy, and to the clear
Teftimonics of Lenfe, or well verifi'd
Experiments, acquires a idabit of
difcerning the Cogency of an Argu-
ment, or way of Probation; and ea-
fily difcerns, That Dialeftical Subtil-
ties, and School Tricks, cannot f(hifc
off irs force, but finds more Satisfa-
{tion in Embracing a Demonftrated
Truth, than in the vain Glory of
Difputing fubtilly againft it.

V11, Another thing that may difpofe
a {tudious Scaicher of Truth, (not by
Speculations only, but ) by Experi-
ments , for Theology, i1s, that his

Inqui-
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Inquifitivenefs,and Courfe of Studies,
makes him both Willing and Fit to
fearch out and difcover Deep and U»n-
obviows Truths. 1 have with trouble
obferv’d, That the greater part of the
Libertines we have among us, being
Men of Pilat-’s humor, ( who, when
he had feornfully ask’d what is truth2
would not (tay for an Anfwer) do,
with great Faftidioufne(s, decline the
Study of all Truths that require a Se-
rious and Setled application of Mind.
Thefe Men are, for the moft part, a
fort of Superficial and Defultory
Wits, that go no further than the
Out fide of things, without penetra-
ting into the Recefles of them; and
being eafily tir’'d with contemplating
one, pafs quickly t6 arother; theCon-
fideration whereof they,with thefame
Lightnefs, forfake. --And upon ' this
account, -among -othere, it 1s, that
this fort of Men, tho’ ofren much ap-
plauded by others, bécaufe the Moft
are but Superficial, as well as They,
do almoft as feldom make good Phi-
lofophers, as good Chriftians. For

tho’
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tho' 4/ the good Arguments, that
may be broughr to evince the Truth
of Natural (and Reveal'd ) Religi-
on, be not Abitrufes yet fome of the
chief ones, efpecially thofe that piove
the Exiftence and Special Providence
of God, and the Souls Immortality,
are, if not of a Meraphyfical, yetat
leaft of a Philofophical, nature ; and
will {carce beclearly underftood, and
duely relifh’d, but by a2 Perfon capa-
ble of, and fomwhat accuftom’d to,
Attentive and Lafting Speculations,
§ as in another Paper has been more
ullv declar’d.) Butnow,
a Man_addited to profe- Abxt/fome
cute Difcoveries of Truths, A;Z{f;},,q;
not only by Serious Medi-
tation, but by intricate and laborious
Experiments. will not eafily be de-
terr’d from effectually proiecuting his
Eud, by the Troublefomnels or Dif-
ficuleies thac attend the clearing of
thofe Notions, and Matters of Fact,
whereon Sclid Arguments for Natu-
ral, or Reveal’d, Religion, are found-
ed; how remote faoever thofe Truthg
) may
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may be from vulgar Apprehen(ions.
Infhore, whereas a Superficial Wi,
fuch as is frequently found in Liber-
tias, and often helps to make them
fuch, may be compar'd to an ordinary
Swimmer, who can reach but fuch
things as float upon the Water 5 an
Experimental Philofopher may be
compar’d to a skilful Diver, that
cannot only fetch thofe things that
lye upon the Surface of the Sea, but
make his way to the very Bottom of
it5 and thence fetch up Pearls, Co-
rals, and other precious things, that
in thofe Depths lye conceal’d from
other men’s Sight and Reach.

We have already feen, that Ex-
perimental Philofophy is, in itsown
nature, friendly to Religion in ge-
neral.

Wherefore I {hall now add, That
the Reverence 1 pay Experience, e-
fpecially as it gives both Grounds
and Hints to rational Notions and
Conclufions, does not a little conduce
to the Affent Igiveto the Truth of rhe
Chriftian Religion in particwlar. :

This
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This excellent Religion is recom-
mended to well diipofed Miinds, by
a greater Number of Prcrogauves,
and other Arguments, than ir were
proper for me to iniilt on in this
Difcourfe: And yet my Defign engae
ges me to confidera few ot thcm iom-
what partictularly. .

1. And firft, Ifhallobferve, That,
whereas the three grand Argum.nes,
that conjointly evince the {ruth of
the Chriftian Religion in general, a -
(at lealt in my opinion ) ke Extcl-
lency of the Dottrine, which maices
it worthy to have proceeded from
Gods the Teftimony of the Diviné
Miracles, that were wrought to re-
commend it3 the great Effe&s, pro-
duc’d in the World by it. 1wo of
thefe three Arguments ( for the firfk
is of a more Speculative pature) are
bottom’d wpon szasters of fal?, and
confequently are likely to be the mofk
prevalent upon thofe that have a great
Veneration for Experience, and are
duly difpos’d to frame fuch pious Re-
fle&ions, as it warrants and leads theme

E2 9
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20 make. This laft Claufe I1add, be-
caufe, though 1 have formerly more
than Intimated fomthing of the like
Imporzt, yet °tis fo neceflary to my
Defign that you f{hould take f{pecial
notice of it, that I muft not here o-
mit to advertife you, That, when, in
this Difcourfe, I{peak of an Experi-
mental Philofopher, or Virtuofo; I
do not mean, either, on this hand, a
Libeitine, tho’ Ingenious; or a Sen-
fualift, though Curiouss or, on that
hand, a mere Empirick, or {fome vul-
gar Chymift, that looks upon nothing
as Experimental, wherein Chymiftry,
Mechanicks, ¢re. are not employ’ds;
and who too often makes Experi-
ments, without making Refletionon
them, as having it more in his aimto
Produce Effe(ts, than to Dilcover
Truths. But the Perfon I here mean,
ts fuch a one, as by attentively look-
tng about him, gathers Experience,
not from his own Tryals alone, but
from divers other #zatsers of f2&,which
he heedfully obferves, though he had
1o fhare in the effeCting them; and

on’

72

Pigiized by Teleios Ministries



The Chriftian Virtuofo. 53

on which he is difpos’d to make fuch
RefleCtions, as may (" unforcedly )
be apply’d to confirm and encreafein
him theSentiments of Nutural Religion,
and facilitate his Snbmiflion and Ad-
herence to the Chriftian Religion.

An Experimental Philofop*er, thus
difpos’d, will, with the Divine Affi-
ftance, (" which he will be careful to
Implore ) find pregnant Motives to
the Belief of Chriltianity, in thetwo
laft of the three Arguments of its
Truth, that I lately propos’d. [hat
which is drawn tfrom the Effelts of
this Religion in the Warld, asit is
laft nam’d, fo [ thall defer the Con-
fideration ofit, till 1 have treated of
the others; namciy the Teltimony of
Divine WMiracles, whofe Difficulty
makes it requifite for us to confide?
it the more Attentively, and ditiné-
ly declare the Grouads, upon which
Expericnce may be cltecmed a good
Topick on the prefent occafion. For
the clearing of this matter, I fhall
reprefent to you, That the word Fx-
perience may admit of diveis Senfes,
' E 3 where-

73

Pigized by Teleios Ministries



g4  TheChriftian Virtuofo.
whercof oneisfar more comprehenfive
than another ; and likewife of feveral
Divifionsand Diftributions. For, be-
fides its more reftrained acceptation,
it is fomtimes fet in contra-diftinétion
to Reafon, fo as to comprehend, not
only thofe Phenomena that Nature or
Art exhibits to our Outward Senfes,
but thofe thingsthat we perceive to
pals Wichin our felves; and all thofe
vwavs of Information, whereby we
aitsan any Knowledge ’that wedonot
owe to abftraCted Reafoz. So that,
without fitretching the Word to the
utmott Extent of which ‘tis capable,
and te which it has been enlarg’'d; it
may be look’d npon as fo compre-
henfive 2 Term, that I think it may
be of {ome importance to my prefent
defign, and perhaps to Theology it
{elf, to propofe toyou a Diftribation
cf Experieice, that will not, Thope,
be found ufelefs to clear the Extent
of that Term. I {hall thea take the
frecdom to enlarge the Significatien
of the Word heyoud its commeoenc(t
Limits, and divideit, fox an(’(mé??cins
ake
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fake, into Immediate and Vicariows
Experience 35 or rather fomwhat lefs
Compendioufly , but perhaps more
Commodioully, into Perfoxal, Hifio-
rical, and Supernatural, ( which may
bealfo ftyl’d Theological: ) referring
the Fir(t of the three Members of this
diftribution to Jwmediate Experience,
and the two others, to Vrcariouns.

I call that Perforal Experiemce,
which a Man acquires immediately
by himfelf, and accrews to him by
his own Senfatiocns, or the exercife
of his Faculties, without the Iater-
vention of any external Teltimony.
’Tis by this Expertence that we know,
that the Sun is bright; Fire, hot;
Snow, cold, and white; that upon
the want of Aliments we feel Hun-
gery that we hope for future Goods;
that we lowe what we judge good, and
bate what we think ezi/3 and dilcern
that there is a great Difference be-
tween a Triangle and a Circle, and
can diftinguith them by it.

Dy Hiftorical Experierrce, 1 mean
thar, which tho’ it were perfonal in

E 4 fome
75

Pigized by Teleios Ministries



®&  The Chriftian Virtuofo.

fome Other man, is but by his Rela-
tion or Teftimony , whether imme-
diately or mediately, conveyed to us:
’Tis by this that we know,that there
were fuch Men as Julius Cefar, and
William the Conqueror, and that Yofcph
knew that Pharaoh had a Dream,
'which the Egyptian wife Men could
not expound.

By Theological Experience, 1 mean
that, by which-we know what, fup-
pofing there is fome Divine Reve-
Yation, God 15 pleas’d to relate or
declare concerning Himfelf, his At-
tributes, his Actions, his Will, or his
Purpofes; whether immediately, ( or
without the Intervention of Man ) as
he fomtimes did to Fob and M fes,
and Conftantly to ¢ hrit our Sa-
viour: Or by the Intervention of An-
gels, Prophets, Apofitles, or Infpir'd
Perfons 35 as he did to the [iraelites,
and the Primitive Chriftian Church;
and doesftill to us, by thofe written
Teftimonies we call the Scriprures.

By
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By Perfonal Experience, we know
that there are Stars in Heaven ; by
Hiftorical Experience, we know that
there was a new Star {een by Tyche
and other Aftronomers, in Caffiopea,
in the Year 1572. and by 7 beologi-
cal Experience we know that the Stars
were made on the Fourth Day of
the Cresarion.

Bv thusyoumay fce, That I do not
in this Difcouife take Experience in
the ftriteft fenfe of all, but in a
greater latitude, ior the knowledge
we have of any marcer of Fa&t,which,
- without owing it to Ruatiocination,ei-
ther we acquire by the Imm-diate
Teftimony of our Own Senfes and
other Faculties, o1 accrews to us by
the Communicated Teltimony of
Others.  And I make the lefs fcruple
to take this Liberty, beecaufe I ob-
ferve, that, even in common Accep-
tation, the word Lxperierzce is not
always meant of that which is Zmmse-
diate, but is often taken in a latitude.
As when we fay, that Experience
teaches #s, who pethaps were never

out
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out of Erngland, that the Torrid Zone
1s Habitable, and Inhabiteds; and
perfuades learned men , that never
bhad opportunity to make nice Ceele-
{tial Obfervations, that Stars may be
Generated and Perifh, orat lea(ibe-
gin to Appear, and then Difappear,
1n the Ceeleftial Region of the World.
And on this kind of Hiftorical Ex-
pericnce, confifting of the Perfonal
Obfcrvations of Hippocrates, Galen,
and other Phyficians, tran{mitted to
us, a great part of the Pratice of
Phyfick 1s founded. And the moft
Rational Phyficians reckon upon, as
matters of fact, not only what other
Phyficians have left upon Record,
but divers Prefent things, which them-
felves can know but by the Relation
of their Patients3 as, thata Man has
a particular Antipathyto {uch a thing,
which the Doftor perhaps judges fit
for him to ufe; or that a Woman
with Child longs for this or that de-
terminate thing. And Phyficians re-
duce thefe and the like matters of
fatt to Experience, as to one of the

two
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two Coluruns of Phyfick, diftinguilh-
ed from Reafor.

Since then Learncd Men, as well
as common Ulfe, confine not the ap-
plicatiun of the word Experience to
that which is Perforal, but employ it
in a far greater latitude 3 I fee not,
why that, which I call Zheological
Experience, may not be admitted 3
fince the Revelations that God makes
concerning what he has Done, or pur-
pofes to Do, are but Teftimonies of
things, moft of them matters of Fa&,
and all of them fuch, as, fo far forth
as they are merely Revelations, can-
not be known by Reafoning, but by
Teltimony : Whofe being Divine,
and relating to Theological Subjedts,
does not alter its Nature, tho’it give
ita peculiar and fupereminent Autho-
rity.

}Hav'mg premis’d and clear’d the
propos'd Diftribution of Experience,
it will now be {eafonable to counfider,
how it may beapply’d to the Matters
ot Fa&, that recommend the Credi-
bility of the Chriftian Religion; and

on
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on this occafion, I fhall diftintly offer
you my FThoughts, in the two follow-
g Propofitions.

Prop. 1, We ought to believe divers
things upon the information of Expe-
rience, (whether Immediate , or Vica-
vious ) which , without that inforui-
tion,we [bonid judge unfit to be believ’ds
or antecedently to it , did aitually judge
contrary to Reufon.

This Propofition may be undet-
ftood, either of Perfons, or of Things,
and will hold true, as to both.

And firft, as to Perfons; if your
own Obfervation of what occurs a-
mong Mankind do not fatisfy you,
that we are oblig’d; after fufficient
Tryal, frequently to alter the Opi-
nions, which upon p;obable Reafons
we had before entertain’d, of the Fi-
delity , or Frudence | or Juftice, or
Chaftity; &-c. of this or that Perfons
I fhall refer you to the Records of
Hiltory, or appeal to the Tribunals
of Judges. Yor both intheone, and

) at

80
Pieiized by Teleios Ministries



The Chriftian Virtugfo. 6

at the other, you will find but too
many Inftances and Proofs from mat-
ters of Fact, that Perfons look’d on,
even by Intelligent Men, as Honeft,
Virtuous, and perhaps Holy too, have
prov’d guilty of Falfenefs to their
Friends, Perfidioufnefs to their Prin-
ces, Difloyalty to their Husbands or
Wives, Injuftice to their Neighbours,
Sacrilege, Perjury, or other Impic-
ties to theirGod : And in the Courts
of Juftice, you will find a great pare
of the Time employ’d to Dete&t and
Punith, 2ot only Civil Tranfgrefiions,
as Thefts, Cheats, Forgery, Falfe-
witnefs, Adultery, and the like Hai-
nous Crimes, perpetrated by thofc,
that, before they were throughly
fifted,pafs’d for Honeft 5° bu2 you will
find Sins againft Nature, fuch as So-
domy, and other unnatural Lulls, the
Murders of Parents by their Chil-
dren, and Tnonocent Children by their
Parents, nay, Self-murder tooj; tho’
this be a Crime, which canoot be ated
without a violation of what feems the
moft Univerial and Radicated Law of

- Na-
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Nature, (and is acknowledg’d fo by
wicked Men) Selflp;‘-]eff. roation. But
it will not be neceflary more folici-
roufly to prove, that we ought, upon
the Teftimony of Experience, to
change the Opinions we thought we
had rationally taken up of Perfonss
and therefore I (hall now proceed to
make good the Propofition, in the
Senfe I chiefly intended, which is, as
1t relates to Things.

If Experience did not both Inform
and Certify us, Who would believe,
that a light black Powder {hould be
able, being duly manag’d, to throw
down Stone-Walls, and blow up
whole Caftles and Rocks themfelves,
and do thofe other Stupendous
things, that we fee atually perform’d
by Gaz powder, made ufe of in Ord-
nance, and in Mines? Who would
think, that two or three grains of
Opium, fhould fo ftupify a large Hu-
man Body, as to force a Sleep, and
oftentimeseven without That,{ufpend
the fharpeft Torments, in the Cholick,
Gout, and other the moft painful

Difl-
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Difeafes, and that in Patients of quite
different Ages, Sexes, and Conftitu-
tions 3 in whom alfo the Difeafes are
produc’d by Differing, or even by
Contrary, Caufes? Who would be-
lieve, that the Poyfon adhering to
the Tooth of a Mad Dog, the’ per-
haps fo little as to be fcarce difcerna-
ble by Senfe, fhould be able, after
the flight Hurt is quite heal’d, to con-
tinue in the warm, and ftill perfpi-
rable, Body of the bitten perfon, not
only for fome Days or Months, but
fometimes for very many Ycars? And
after, having lurk’'d all that while,
without giving any trouble to the
Patient, fhould on a fudden pervere.
the whole Oeconomy of his Body,
and put him into a Madnefs like that
of the Dog that bit him, difcovering
it felf by thac, as Admirable as Fatal,
Symptom of Fydrophobia?

Bur, befides a multitude of Inftane
ces that may be given of Truths, thae,
were it not for Experience, we fhould
refufe to believe; becaufe the {fmall
Strength of {uch Agents, fecms alto-

gether
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gether difproportionate to the Effeits
afcrib’d tothem : Many other Inftan-
ces might be alleg’d, wherein we
affent to Experience, even when its
Informations feem contrary to Rea-
fon, and that which, perhaps, we did
altually and without {cruple take to
be True.

Since Gravity is the Principle;that
determins Falling Bodies to move to-
wards the Center of the Earthj it
feems very rational to believe, with
the Generality of Philofophers, that
therein follow Ariftotle 5 That,in pro-
portion as one Body is more heavy
than another, {o it fhall fall to the
ground fafter than the other. Whence
it has been, efpecially by fome of the
Peripatetick School, inferr’d, that of
two Homogeneous Bodies, whereof
one docs, for Example, weigh ten
pounds,and the other but one pound 3
The former being let fall from the
fame height, and at the fame time,
with the latter,will reach the ground
ten times fooner.

But
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But notwithftanding this plau(ible
Ratiocination, Experience fhews us,
and I have purpofely try’d it‘) that
at leaft in moderate heights, {uch as
thofe of our Towers, and other Ele-
vated Buildings) Bodies of very un-
equal weighe, let fall together, will
reach the Ground at the fame times
or fo near it, that’tis not eafy to per-
ceive any difference in the Velocity of
their Defcent.

"Tis generally taken for granted by
Naturalifts; as well as others, that
Strong and Loud Noifes, as they are
heard much farther off than Fainter
Sounds, {o, if the Sonorous Bodies be
equally diltant from the Ear,the very
Strong Sound will arrive much foon-
er at it, than the other; and yet by
the Experiments of the Moderns
about the Velocity of Sounds, (ia
making divers of which, I have en-
deavour’d to be accurate)) it appears,
that Weaker Sounds are (at Jeaft as
to Senfe) tranfmitted through the Air
as (wiftly as Strongerones. And in-
deed, ’tis often obferv’d, that when
T K Can-
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Cannons and Muskets are difcharg’d
togethcr, the Noifes of both arrive
alfo together at the Ear; which
would not be, if the Sound of a
Cannon were any thing near as much
Swifter, as’tis Louder, than that of
a Musket.
It feems irrational to conceive,that
a Smaller and Weaker Loadflore, may
draw away a piece of Steel from a
Larger and Stronger; and yet Expe-
rience (which both others'and I have
made) evinces, that in fome cafes,
this Paradox is a Truth.
. It has generally, by Philofophers
as well as other Men, been look’d
upon as manifelt, and confonant to
Raefon, that Cold condenfes Water
more or lefs, according as the degree
of the Cold is3 and (confequently)
that Ice is Water reduc’d into a lefler
Volume. But ’tis plain, by Experi-
ments carefully made, (fome of which
Y have elfewhere publifh’d) that by
Glaciation, Water is rather Expan-
deds; or at leaft, that Ice takes up
more room, than the Water didfbe-,_.
ore
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Yore it was Congeal’d. And .of this
fort of Inftances, where we believe,
upon the Authority of Experience,
things that are contrary to what we
fhould oiherwife judge to be a Dic-
tate or Conclufion of Rea-

fon; I could add many, if An Efx ;vbOf
I thought it as needful in ;’:’ft’}”
this place, asin {ome other

Papers, where I have given them als
ready.

And now it will be feaforrable ro
put you in mind, that in one part of
the Propofition, "hitherto difcours’d
of, it appears, That I defign'd to ex«
tend the force of the Arguments,
grounded upon Experience, to.that
which is not Immediate, but Vica-
rious; that is,not perfonally ONT OID77,
but communicated by others; provi-
ded it be competently Attefted, and
duly Convey’d to Us.

. There w:ll need but a little Reflec-
tion on what is judg’d reafonable,and
freely praltis'd, by Phllofophers them-
felves, to ]ufhfy this Propofition.
For how many Conclufions have the

: | Mo~
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Modern Naturalifts admicted, tho’
not only Abftracted Reafon neverled
Men to make them, but plaufible Ar-
guments, and the Notions and Axioms
of the moft generally receiv’d Philo-
fophy, were .repugnant to them.
Thus, That in Heaven it felf there
{hould be Generations and Corrup-
tions, was not only Unobferv'd be-
fore the time of Arifiotle,(who thence
argues the Incorruptibility of Cce-
leftial Bodies) but is Contradi&ed by
his Arguments; and yet both many
others, and I, have fcen great Spots
(perhaps bigger than Exgland,or than
Europe it felf) Generated and Difli-
pated on or near the Surface of the
Sun ; and feveral of the Modern Phi-
lofophers and Aftronomers, having
never had the good fortune to fee
any of thefe, (which indeed of late
years have but rarely appear’d) muft
take thefe Phenomena upon the Cre-
dit of thofe that have abferv’d them.
And much more muft they do fo, who,
n {pight of the Vulgar Philofophy,

which made all’ Comets Sublunaéy,
€~
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believe,there were Ceeleftial, and per-
haps Firmamentary, Comets. For,
that they were above the Concave of
the Moon’s Orb, we muft belicve
upon the affirmation of thofe that
oblerv’d them, which very few have
done themfelves. And the height of
the famous Comer, or Difappcaring
Star, in Caffiopea, in the Year 1572.
whereon fo much {trefs is laid by our
Philofopters and Mathematicians, is
admitted and urg’d, chiefly upon the
belief they have, not only of Tycho’s
Veracity, but his Skill in obferving
the Motions and Phenomena of that
Caleftial Light, and particularly its
having no Parillax.
In fhort, the great Architect of Ex-
peiimental Hiftory,Sir Francis Bacon,
when he divides it but inco three
parts, afligns the fecond of them to
what he calls Preter-Generations s
fuch as Monfters, Prodigies,and other
thingss which being (as to Us) but
Cafualties, all thofe that happen'd in
other Times and Places than we have
Iiv’d in, (and thofe will be confefs’d
F 3 to
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to be incomparably more than any of
us has perfonally obferv'd) we muft
take upon the Credit of others. And
yet Thefe, ('vicarious Experiments)
by Suggefting new Inftances of Na-
ture’s Power, and uncommon ways
of Working ; and by Overthrowing,
or Limiting . received Rules and Tra-
ditions, afford us a confiderable and
inftrutive part of Natural Hiftory,
without which, it would not be ei-
ther {o Sound, or fo Compleat.

Pyop. IL After what has been hi-
therco dilcours’d, it may be, I hope,
both feafonable and warrantable to
advance to, and affert, our Second
Propofition; viz. That we -onght to
bave a ‘great and particular regard tp
$hofe things that are recommended to
oxr Belief, by what we have reduc'd to
Real, tho’ Supernatural, Experience.

For, 1. 'Tis manifeft, that the moft
rational’ Men fcruple not to believe,
upon competent Teftimony, many
things, whofe Truth did no way ap-

“pear

90

Pigized by Teleios Ministries



 Fbe Chriftian Virtnofo. yr
pear to them by the confideration of
the nature of the Things themfelves
nay, tho’ what is thus believ'd upon
Teftimony be fo Strange, and, fetting’
afide that Teftimony, would feem {o
Irrational, that antecedently to that
Teltimony, the chings at laft admit-
ted as Truths, were aCtually rejefted
as Errord, or judg’d altogether unfit
to be Believ’d. And iI-muft here
defire you'to confider, that the Points
wherein Experience over-rules thar,
which, before :it fuperven’d, was
judg’d tobe moft agreeable to Reafon,
concern things meérely ‘Watural or
Civil, whereof Human R eafon is held
tobe a propet Judge: Whereas many
.of the Points recommended by Su-
pernatural Expérience,concern things
of a Superior Order 5 many of which
are pot to be Adzquately eltimated
by the fame Rules wich things merely
Corporeal or Civils and fom: of
which, as the Effence and manuer of
Fxiftence, and {ome peculiar Attrt-
‘butes, of the Infinite God, involve
‘or require fuch a knowledge of what
.- F 4 13
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is Infinite, as much pafles the reach
of our limited Intelle&s.

But this 1s not all. For, 2. Yoy
may confider in the next place, that,
whereas ’tis as Juftly.as Generally
granted, that the better qualify’d a
Wi itnefs is, in the capacity of a Wit-
nefs, the Stronger Affent his Tefti-
mony deferves 5 we ought of all the
ehings that can be recommended to us
by Teftimony, to receive thofe with
the higheft degree of Afient, that are
taught us by God, by the interven-
tion of thofe Perfons, that appear to
have been Commiffion'd.by Him to
declare his Mind to Men. For the
two grand Requilites of a Witnefs,
being the: knowledge he has of the
things he delivers, and his faithfulnefs
in truly delivering what he knows;
all Human Teftimony muft on thefe
accounts be inferior to Divine Tefti-
mony : Since this (later) is'warranted
both by the Veracity of God, (which
is generally acknowledg’d by thofe
that believe his Exiftence) and by his
boundlefs Knowledge 5 which makes

i’
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it as impoflible he {hould be Deceiv'd
himfelf, as the other does, chat he
fhould Deceive us. And, becaufe
that, for the delivery of the Divine
Teltimony we are fpeaking of; it has
oftentimes pleas’d God, who isa moft
k'ree, as well as a molt Wife, Agent, to
make ufe of Unpromifing Perfons as
his Inftruments; I {hall not on this
occafion altogether overlook this Cir-
cumf{tance,That an Experimental Phi-
lofopher fo often-encreafes his Know.
ledge of Natural things, by what He
learns from the Obfervations and Pra-
&ifes, even of Mean, and perhaps of
Illiterate, Perfons, (fuch as Shepherds,
Plowmen, Smiths, Fowlers, ¢i¢. ) be-
caufe they are converfant with the
Works of Nature s that He is not only
Willing to admit, but often Curious
to feck for Informations from them,
and therefore js not like to find much
repugnancy in receiving the Dotrines
of Reveal’d Religion, {uch as Chri-
ftianity, if the Teachers of it were
honeft Men, and had opportunity to
know the Truth of the Things d‘xjcy
L st aling Sl o,
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deliver, tho’ they were Fifhermen,

Tentmakers, or fome other Mean Pro-
feflion. ',. :
And indeed, (to enlarge a little
upon a Subje& that, I fear, has {carce
been confider’d ) fuch a perfon as our
Virtuofo, will, with both great Wil-
lingnefs,and no lefs Advantage, Exer-
cife himfelf in perufing, with great
"Attention , and much Regard , the
Writifigs of the Apoftles, Evange-
lifts,and Ancient Prophets ; notwith-
ftanding any Meannefs of their Firft
Condition, or of their Secular Em-
ployments. "And in thefe Sacred
Writings, He will ot only readily
fuffer himfelf to be inftruéted in thefe
Grand and Catholick Articles of Re-
ligion, which, becaufe’of their Necel-
fity or very great Ufefulnefs, are to
be met with in maby places, and in
variety of Expreflions, by honeft and
duly difpos’d Readets: But He will,
in ftead ot Difdaining fuch Tutots,
both Expelt, and carefally Strive, to
Improve his Knowledge of ivine
Things in general, even by thofe
Hints,
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Hints, and Incidental Pafiages, that
a carelefs or ordinary Reader would.
Overlook, or not expe& any thing
from. For,ass the Fzcundity of the
Scriptures is not wont to be enough
difcern’d, when the Sacred Writers
tranfiently touch upon, or glance at,
a great many Subjeds, that they do
not exprefly handle, and that there- .
fore are not vulgarly taken notice of 5
fo the Docility we have afcrib’d toour
Virtuofo, will make him repofe a great
deal of Truft in the Teftimony of
Inipird Perfons, fuch as Chrift and
his Apoftles, about Things of all forts,
either ufually taken natice of or not,
that relate to Obje&ts of a Supernatu-
ral Order; efpecially if among thefe,
God himfelf, and his Purpofes, be
compriz’d, fince divers of thofe things
arc not Rnowable without Revelation
and others are beft known by it. And
to be allowld to ground a Belief
about fuch-things, on the Relations
and other Teftimonies of thofe that

-were in the Scripture-Phrafe, Luket.2
Eye iitneffes and Mivifters of .77
.. ‘ A the
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the things they {peak of, will by our
Virtuofo be jultly seputed fuch an ad-
vantage, in order to the Knowledge
of things Divine, as the confulting
with Navigators and Travellers to
Awmerica, is, to him that is curious to
Jearn the State of that New-world.
For an ordinary Sea-man or Travel-
ler, that had the opportunity with
Columbys to fail along the feveral
Coafts of ir, and pafs up and down
thorow the Country, was able at his
return to Inform Men of an hundred
things, that they (hould never have
Jearn’d by A4riffotle’s Philofophy, or
Ptolommy’s Geography ;5 and might not
only Acquaint them with divers par-
ticulars, confonant to' the Opinions
which their formerly receiv'd Phy-
ficks and Cofmography did fuggeft,
but alfo R eltify divers Erroneous Pre.
fumptions and Miftakes, which till
then they thought very agreeable to
the Diltates of thofe Sciences, and
fo toReafon. And, «s one,that had
a candid and knowing Friend inti-
mate with Columbus, might better rely

- on
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on His Informations about many par-
ticulars of the Natural Hiftory of
thofe Parts,than on thofe of an hun-
dred School-Philofophers, that knew
but what they learned from Ariftotle,
Pliny, fBli.in,and the like ancient Na-
turalifts 5 fo, and much more, may we
rely on the Accounts given us of
Theological Things, by the Apoftles,
and conftant Acttendants of him that
lay in the Bofom of -God '
his Father, and Commif- 7abuI.18.
fion'd them to dedare to

the World ske WholeConn- A8.XX.27.
fel of God, as far as ‘twas

neceflary for Man to kaow.

We know, that Fuller Tryals are
allow’d , among Ingenious Men, vo
retify the Informations of the more
Imperfect Ones 3 and therefore I fhalt
add, that, tho’ the Innate Notionsand
Sentiments, that Nature gives us of
the Attributes and Mind of God, be
highly te be priz’d3 yet the Infor-
mations that Theological Experience
sffords of thofe Abftrufe things, is
far more Execlléent and Compleat.

Foz
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For methinks, thofe great
1Cor..3o.  Depths of God may be

compar'd to the Depths
of the Otean. And we know, that
in the Sea; there are fome Abyfles (6
deep, that the Seaman’s Sounding-
‘Lines havenever been able toreachto
thebottom of them3; and wherethey
are not Unfathomable, all wearewont
20 do by our Soundings, is, to fetch
from the bottom fome little Gravel, or
Mud, or Shells; or fome fuclr thing,
that fticks to the tallow’d end of the’
Pluimet, and gives usbuta very im-
perfet account of the Bottom, even
of the Shallower Parts of the Sea:
‘But if a Skilful Diver be employ’d,
he will not only tell us, whether the
Bottom be Muddy, Gravelly, or
Sandy ;5 but will be able to give usa
kind of Topography of that Subma-
rine Land, and acquaint us with
many Surprizing Particalars; that we
fhould never otherwife have Difco-
ver'd,or perchance (0 much as
Dream’d of. And peradventure ic
may be no Hyperbole tofay, that the
In-
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Informations of a Plummet, which
reaches not to Some Depths, and
brings but a very flender account of
Soils that lye in Any, are not more
fhort of thofe of a Diver, than the
Informations Philofophy gives us of
fome Divine things, are of thofe
compleater Ones that.may be. had
from the Holy Scriptures. And when.
I remember, how many Opinions a~
bout the Submarine Parts, that I,
among many other Men, thought
Probable, 1 found caufe to Change,
upon the Converfation I had with a
famous Diver, that fometimes, by the,;
help of an Engine, ftay'd feveral
hours at the bottom of the Sea; [
find the le Reluftancy, to fuffer
Opinions about Divine Matters, that
before feem’d probable to me, tc be.
Retifi‘d by the fuller Difcoveries
made of thofe things by the Preach-
¢rs of the Gofpel.
~You may find fome things apply-
able to the Confirmation of what has
been newly deliver'd, in an-Effay,
¢which you may feec when you p_leatl;e)

*  thae
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that confiders the Bounds and Ufe of
Experience in Natural Philofophy,
W herefore remembring, that, before
this late Excurfion; I was fpeaking of
Miracles, I fhall now refume the Sub-
je&x, and proceed to tell you, thatI
have the more infifted upon the Mira-
cles that may be pleaded to recom-
mend the Chriftian Religion, becaufe
Fthought,thatan Argument grounded
on Them is little lefs than Abfolutely
Neceflary, to Evince, that any Reli-
gion that Men believe to be Superna-
turally Reveal’d, and confequently
that the Chriftian, does really pro-
ceed from God.

For, tho the Excellency of the
Chrithan Dottrine, and other con-
current Motives, may jultly perfuade
fme, that ’tis worthy and likely to be
given by God 5 yet that de faéfo this
Dodrine comes from Him by way of
Supernatural Revelation, I canfcarce
be (uffictently Afcertained, but by the
Miracles wrought by Chrift and his
Difciples, to Evince, that the Doc-'
trine they Preach’d, as Commiffion’d

: H ) ) by
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by God to do fo, was indeed His,
being, as fuch, own’d by Him. But
thefe Miracles baving been wrought
(when ‘twas moft fitand needful they
fhould be wrought) in the fitlt Ages
of the Church ; We, that live at fo
great a diftance from them, can have
no knowledge of them by our Own
Senfes, or Immediate Obfervation s
but muft Believe them upon the ac-
count of the formerly mention’d Hi-
ftorical or Iicariows Experience,which
1s afforded us by the duly tranfmitted
Teftimony of thofe, that were them-
felves (to fpeak once more

in an Evangelilt's phrafe) ... 1 2.
Eye-Witneffes and Minifters

of the things they relate. And fince
we {cruple not to believe{uch ftrange
Prodigies, as Ccleftial Comets, Va-
nifhing and R eappearing Stars,l{lands
founded by Subterraneal Firesin the
Sea, Darkenings of the Sun for many
months together, Earthqguaakes rcach-
ing above a thoufand milesin length,
and the like amazing Anomalies of

Nature, upon the credit of Human
8 Hi-
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Hiftories; 1 fee not, why that Vica-
rious IExperience fhould not more be
trufted , which has divers peculiar
and concurrent Circumftances to con-
firm iv, and particularly the Death
that moft of the firft Promulgators
chearfully Suffer’d to Acteft the Truth
of it, and the Succefs and Spreadin
of the Dotrine authoriz’d by thofe
Miracles, and receiv’d chiefly upon
their acccunt. To which things,
fome perhaps would add, that ‘tis
Jefs incredible, thac the Author of Na-
tu-c (ould, for moft weighty pur-
pofes , make {tupendous Alterations
of the coutfe ot Natures than that
Nature ber felf, for no {uch end,thould
by fuch Prodigies, as are newly men-
tion’d, as it were, throw her{elf out
of her own Courfe.

Miracles being fo neceffary to the
cftablithment of Reveal’d Religion
in general, it may be look’d upon as
a farther Difpofition in our /irtugfo to
receive the Chriltian Religion, that
the Philofophy, he cultivates, does
much conduce to enable him to judge

aright .
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aright of thofe {trange things, that
are by many Propos’d as Miracles,and
Believ’d to be fo.

Tor firft, the knowledge he has of
the Various,and {ometimes very Won-
derful, Operations of fome Natural
things, efpecially when they are skil-
fully improv’'d, and dexteroufly ap-
ply’d by Art, particularly Mathema-
ticks , Mechanicks , and Chymiftry,
will quality him to diftinguifh, be-
tween things that are only firange
and furprizizg,and thofe that are truly
miracnlows : So that he will not mif-
take the Effetts of Natural Magick,
for thofe of a Divine Power. And
by this well-inftru&ted \Warinefs, he
will be able to dilcover the Subtil
Cheats and Colluflions of Impoftors;
by which, not only Multitudes of all
Religions , efpecially Heathen, but
cven Learned ven of moft Religions,
for want of ano infight into real Phi
lofophy, have formerly been, or are
at this day, dcluded, and drawn in-
to ldolatrous, Superflirious, or other-
wifc Erroneous, Tenents or Prathices.

G 2 And

103

Pigiized by Teleios Ministries



84 The Chriftian Virtuofo.

And o the other fide, the know.
ledge our Virtuofo may have of what
¢annot be jultly expelted or pretended
from the Mechanical Powers of Mat-
ter, will enable him to difcern, that
divers things are not produceable by
Them, without the intervention of
an Intelligent Superior Power ; on
which fcore he will frankly acknow-
ledge, and heartily believe, divers
Effe(ts to be truly Miraculous, that
may be plaufibly enough aferib’d to
other Caufes in the Vulgar Philofo-
phy ; where Men are taught and wont
to attribute Stupendous unaccount-
able Effects to Sympathy, Antipathy,
Fuga vacui, Subltantial Forms, and
efpecially to a certain Being prefum’d
to be almolt Infinitely Potent and
‘Wife, which they call Nazzure: For
This is reprefented as a kind of God-
defs, whofe Power may be little lefs
than boundlefs 5 as I remember Gale~
himfelf compares it to that of God,
and faith, that He could not do {uch
a thing, becaufe Nature cannot; and
Cenfures Mofes for {peaking as if he

- were
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were of another Mind. The whole
Paffage is fo weighty, thatIthought
fit to diret you to it in ‘

the Margent, tho’, to G:i.de Tk
camply with my haft, I {?,,F'_',,W}E' i
forbear to tranfcribe and

defcant upon fo prolix aOne,and add
toitdivers other Pafiages that I have
met with in famous Authors; who,
for want of knowing the true Extent
of the Powers of Matter and Mo-
tion, left to themfelves in the Ordi-
nary Courfe of things, Afcribe to
Natural Caufes, as they call them,
fuch Effelts asare beyond their reachy
unlefs they be Elevated by Agentsof’
a Superior Order.

I know i1t may be objected, that
the hitherto-mention’'d Difpofitions,
that Experimental Knowledge may
give a Man, to Admit the Hiftories of
the Miracles recorded in the Golpel;
and likewife to Expect, that God will
be able to perform the Promifes and
Menaces that are in his name deliver’d
there, may be countervail’d by this,
That thofe,whoarefo muchacquainted

G 3 with
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with the MyReries of Nature, and
her various and ftrange ways of
Woiking, as a Iirtnefo may well be,
may by that Knowledge be {trongly
tempted to think, that thofe furpri-
zing things that other Men call Mira-
cles, are but Effects of Her Power;
the Extent of which,is not eafily dif-
cern’d by ordinary Men, nor (afely
defin’d by Philofophers themfelves.
But this Objeltion being plaufible
enough, to make me think it deferv'd
to be ferioully confider’d, I took an
occafion that was once offer'd me, to
cxamine the validity of it in a Paper
by it f¢lf: And this being at your
command , I fhall refer you to i
And I hope, that in the mean time it
may f{uffice to fay, That to make it
reafonable to judge this or that parti-
cular Performance, a Supernatural
Onre, it is not at al] neceflary, that
it furpafs the whole Power of Na-
ture , that is, of Phylical Agents;
provided,it furpafs the power ot that
Caufe, ar that complex of Caufes,
from which, the Effc&t muft in reafo.nz

1
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if it be purely Natural or Phyfical,
be fuppos’d to have proccedud.  As
for inftance, 1That a Filherman or
two (hould fpeak other Languages
than their own, does not at all cx-
ceed the power of Nature, if they
employ’d a competent time in learn-
ing them. But that a great number
of Filhermen, and other Tliterate
Perfons, {hould all on a [udden be-
come Linguifts, and in an hour’stime
be able to fpeak tnrelligibly to a great
number and variety ot Nations in
their refpeltive Languages, as the
New Teltament relates, that the
Apoftles and their Compa-

nions did on the day of Sec A1 II.
Pentecoft: That gift of

Tongues, I fay, was an Ability, which
in thofe circumf{tances of Place, Time,
and Perfons, whercin *twas exercis’d,
may juftly be concludedd to have becn
Supcrnatural or Miraculous.

1 fear you will think, ! hive dwelt
too long upon the Argument tor Chri.
{tianity, drawn from that fort of mat-
ters of Fa&t we call Miracless tho'

G 4 the
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the uncommon way that my Defign
led me to reprefent themin, would
t10t permit me to make it out in few
words. Wherefore 1 fhall now pafs
on to another Argument, in favour
of the fame Religion, that is aiforded
by Experience, being drawn from the
ftrangely fuccefsful Propagation, and
the happy Effects of Chriftianity, in
the World. But having formerly
had occafion to difplay this Argu-
ment in a {eparate Paper, which you
may command a Sight of, if I fhall
not have time to anncx a Tranfeript
of it to the later Sheets of this Firf?
Part of the prefent Effay, 1 will refer
you for morc ample Proof to That
Writing, and content my felf in this
place briefly to touch fome of the
Heads, and fubjoyn a Refle(tion or
two that you will nct meet with in
that Paper.

’T'is a notorious Matter of Fa&,
that in lefs than half an Age,the Chri-
itian Religion was [pread over a great
part of the then known World 3 in-
fcmuch, that in a few Years after it

be-
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began to be preach'd, the Apofile of
the Gentiles could tell the Romans
with Joy, that their Faith (/. e. pro-
feflion of the Gotpel ) was
[pken of throughont the whole Rom.I.3.
IVorld. And in the Second
Century, Tertulltan, and other fa-
mous Writers, (bhew, that the Gofpel
had already numerous Profelytes, in
a great number of different King-
doms and Provinces. But | forbear
to mention,what he and others have
magnificently faid of the Succels of
the Gofpcl, becaufe I had rather re-
fer you to the plain Narratives made
of it by Eufebius , Socrates Scholafti-
c#s, and other grave Authors; being
of opinion, that mere Hiftorians may
give to a Philolophical Reader, a
more Advantageous Ideaz of the Effi-
cacy of that excellent Doltrine, than
cloquent Orators, as {uch, can do.
This wonderful quick progrefs of this
Religion being alcertain’d to our /77r-
tuofo, by a Thing he is fo much
{iway’d by, as Expericnces; it does
pot a little difpofe him to Believe the
Truth
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Truth of fo prevalent a” Religion.
For, If he confiders the Peitons that
firlt promulgated it, ‘[hey were but
halfa fcore of Illiterate Fithermen,and
afewTent-makers & otherTradefmen.
If he confiders the Means that were
employ’d to Propagate this Do(trine,
he finds, that they had neither Arms,
nor l:xzcmal Power, to Compel Men
to rec.e:ve 1t 3 nor R:ches Honours
or jreferments, to Bnbe or Allure
them to it; nor werc they Men of
Philofophical Subtilty, tointrap or
entangle the Minds of their Auditors.
Nor did they make ufe of the pom-
pous Ornaments of Rhetorick, and
fectches of Oratory, to mveagle or
cntice Men 3 but treated of the moft
Sublime and abftrufe Matters,'n a moft
Plain and unaffected Style, as became
f.overs and Teachers of Truth. If
e confiders the nature of the Doc-
trine, that in little time obtain’d {o
many Profelytes, he will find, that,
inftead of bcmo {uited ro the Natural
Apptehenf’ons or the Receciv'd Opi-
nions, of Men; and inftead of grati-

fying
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fying their corrupt Affections,or com-
plying with fo much as their Inno-
centelt Intereflts; it preferib’d fuch
Mortifications, and fuch great {trict-
nefs of Life, and high degrces of Vir-
tue, as no Legiflator had ever dar’d
to impofe upon his Subjects, nay, nor
any Philofopher on his Difciples. And
this Doltrine was propos’d in (ucha
way, and was accompany’d with Pre-
dictions of fuch Hard(hips and Perfe-
cuations, that {hould in thofe times be
the portion of its fincere Profeflors,
as if the Law-giver had defign’d ra-
ther to Frighit Men trom his Do&rine,
than Allure them to it; fince they
could not believe what he faid, and
foretold , to be true, without be-
lieving, that they fhould b: made
great Suffcrers by that Belief, If
our Virtuofo conliders the Oppofition
made to the Progref(s of the Gofpcl,
he will find caufe to wonder, that it
could ever be furmounted. For the
Heathens , which made by far the
greatelt parr of the World, were
deeply engag’d in Polytheifm, Ido-
’ latry,
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latry,Magical Rites and Superftitions,
and almoft all kind of Crimes, and
fome of thefe were f{hamelefs De-
baucheries, which oftentimes made
a part of their Worlhip. And the
Jews were by the corrupt Leaven of
the Pharifees, and the impious Errors
of the Sadduces,and the General Mi(-
takes of the Nation about the Per-
fon, Office, and Kingdom, of the
Meffias 5 and by their dotage upon
their vain Traditions, and numerous
Superftitions, grounded upon them:
The Gentiles, fay,and the Jews, who
were thofe that were to be Converted,
wcre ,- on thele and other accounts,
highly Indifpos’d to be made Profe-
Jytes. Efpecially when they could
not own themfelves to be fuch, with-
our expofing their Perfons to behated
and defpifed, their Pofleflions to be
confifcated, their Bodies to be impri-
fon’d and tormented, and oftentimes
their Lives to be,in as Ignominious as
Cruel ways, deftroy’d.  And whilft
the Secular Magiftrates made them
fuffer all thefe Mifchiefs, the Venera-

ted
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ted Priefts, the Subtil Philofaphers,
and the Eloquent Orators, perfuaded
the World; that they Deferv'd yet
more than they Endur’d; and em-
ploy’d all their Learning and Wit to
make the Religion Odious and Ridi-
culous, aswell as the Embracers of it
Miferable : Accufing the Martyrs, and
other Chriftians, of no lefs than
Atheifm, Inceft, and the inhuman
fhedding and drinking the innocent
Blood of Infants. Thefeand thelike
Matters of Fact when our Firtuofo
reflelts on,and confiders by what un-
promifing Means, (as far as they were
but Secular) fuch feemingly infur-
mountable Difliculties were con-
quer’d ; He cannot but by this Hifto-
rical Experience be 1aclin’d to think,
that Effects,fo difproportionate tothe
Vifible Means, could not be brought
to pafs without the peculiar Affiftance
and extraordinary Blefling of God :
By whom thofe f{uccefsful Preachers
averr’d themfclves to be Commiflio-
nated. For, that the Supernarural
help, the Chriftian Dodtrine appears

to
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to bave had, was Divine, not Dia-
bolical, will feem evident to our ir-
twofs. from the Nature, Tendency,
and Effets, of the Doftrine it felf s
which exprefly teacheth, thas there
1s but one God 5 that He alone is to
be Worfhipp’d, and not Ido!s, nor
any of the Heathen Da#zons or Dei-
tiess that the Devils are Wicked,
Apoftate, Malicious, and Miferable
Creatures, that are Hated of God,
and do extremely Hate Mankind;
and thar thofe Vices, as well as Rites
of Worfhip that they have eftablifh’d
in the World, were Abominable to
God, and would be by degrees De-
ftroy’d by him: As in cffeCt they
foon began to be in many places of
the World , where the Worthippers
of Chrift caft the Devil out of His
FTemples, out of Men’s Veneration,
& oftentimes out of thetr Bodies too.

One Circumftance there is of the
Propagation of the Gofpel, which,
tho’ it may fvem more Extrinfecal than
thofe hitherto mention’d, is yet too

confiderable to be here pretermitteds
fince
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fince it is this, That the Quick Spread-
ing and Succefs of the Chriftian Doc-
trine in the World, was Foretold
both by the Prophets of the Old
Teltament, and the Author and pro-
mulgators of the New. For it being
notorious,that there have been divers
Errors and Superftitions, that have
with toco much Celerity been fpread
far and wide in the Woild s either
by mere Accideats, (asthey werere-
puted ) that were very friendly to
them, or by the Induftry and Arsiifi-
ces of Men: This, I fay, being fo, it
ocught to be no {mall Satistaction to
Equitable Judges,that the Quick I'ro-
grefs, and Notable Effcéts, of the
Chriftian Rcligion, were Foretold ,
partly bv the Ancient Prophcts, and
partly by the Aeffzzs and his A poliles.
For by thele accomplitl’d Predictions
it may appear, that the wondertul
Succcfs of the Golpel was not an Et-
fect of Chance, but was long be-
fore deicrmin’d by Divine Provi-
dence, as a \Work fit to be Dear to
God, and to be accompiifh’'d in a

won-
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wonderful way by his Peculiar Alli{s
tance, (as will by and by be fome-
what more fully declar’d.) Thart the
Triumphs of the Gofpel were Fore-
told by feveral of the Old Prophets,
may appear by their yet Extant Wri-
tingss fome of which are alleg’d to
that purpofe, by thofe Writers of the
New Teftament, that were endow’d
with the fame Prophetick Spirit. And
if you pleafe to confider the Paffages

cited i the Margent, you
€en. 49.11.  will eafily grane, that thofe
i,j,i,z?_ g. Ancient Infpir'd Writers
Mal. 1. 11, forefaw, that in the days

of the Meffzzs,there fhould
be a great and notable Converfion of
of the Gentiles of {everal Nations, to
the Worthip of the only true God of
Ifrael : And tho’ God did not think
fit, that thofe Prediltions, extant ir
the Gofpel, {hould be fo confpicuous
and pompoulfly fet forth, that {peak of
the Converfion that {hould be made,
not only of the Heathen World, but
(of a more Refrattory portion of
Mankind) a great part of the Jewi(l

Ma-
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Nation, to the Chriftian Doltrines
-t there are divers Paflages in the
NeW Teltament, that are Real, tho'
fome of them Unhecded, Prophecies
of the wonderful Progrefs of the
Gofpel, and the large Extent of the
Kingdom of the Meffrzs. Thus Chrift
foretold, that his twelve Apoftlcs
{hould be his Witnefles, not only in
Fudea and Samaria, bucto the utter-
moft parts of the Earth. And, ac-
cording to the moft probable Expli-
cation of that Text, inthe 24th of
St. Matthew’s Gofpel, which is ufu-
ally referr’d to the end of the World,
but feems rather to refpe the De-
ftrution of Jerufalem; thereisa Pre-
diction, that before the End, (of the
Jewifh Polity, as well as |
the Mofaical Qecono- M. XX1V. 14.
my ) the Gofpel of the 5
Kingdom (ojf. thefng];as) Jhould be
preach’d or proclaim’d in the whole
World, (in that Senfe of
the term World that was

~ ¢ LY ? -
7Y THY ChR=

. - A4 ‘ ‘ : °
then miuch inufé,and was ZZ,’ It
. , L3 ‘ )
cmploy d by the Evan- o de e
I gehi

117

Pigtized by Teleios Ministries



98  The Chriftian Virtuofo.

geltft Lake tofignify the RomanWorld
orEmpire.) To which may be ad.
ced, that ten or twelve Fifhermen
(called the spoftles ) were fent to
Convert all Nauons to the Worfhip
of a Crucify’d Perfon; which Would
have been a {trange Commiffion tobe
given fuch Men at that time, if their
Mafter, who fent them, had not Fore-
feen the Succefs, as well as Known the
Truth, of the Do&rine he fent them
to Preach. The quick Diffufion of
the Chriftian Faith, and the {wift
Growth of the Chriftian Church from
delpicable Beginnings, to a Greata
nefs very Di{proportionate to them,
are more than intimated, by what
Chrift fays of the Leaven hid in a
great quaatity of Meals and of the
Muftard Seed that quickly grows
(in the hot and fertile Country of .
Fu#dea) to a wonderful Bignefs and
Heighe 3 fince thele Paffages, that
perfunttory Readers look on but as'
mere Parables, were really Prophe-
cies, that quickly began to be mani-
feﬁly Fulfill’ld. And it may bring no
{mall
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fmall Authority to the Predictions of
the New Teftament, that when di-
vers of them were made, there ap-
pear’ld no Likelihood that they
fhould ever be made good. When a
Poor Virgin, that was betroth’d toa
Carpenter, confidently pronounces,
that al/ Ages fhonld call her Bleffed 5
what probability was there,that what
fhe (aid, thou!d ever come to pafs?
And when another Private Woman,
then living in a Village,
had it foretold her, that M 26, 13,
a cenfur’d Action of hers
fhould be reported throughthe whole
World, to her great Praife; whac
fober Man, that were not a Propher,
tvould venture to lofe his Ciedit, by
making {uch a Promife? And there-
fore, fince we {ee fuch unlikely Pre-
ditions altually Accomplilh’d, 1t may
well convince an unbyafs’d Man, that
the Authors of them, as well asthe
ancient Seers, were really endow’d
with a truly Prophetick Spirits and
that the Evenits by That Foretold,

H 2 wers
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were not iLffets ot Chance or Policy,
but of Divine Providence.

{ thought it not improper, to make
the mention of thefe Predi_ficns follow
{u ciofe the Difcourfe of the Miracles,
becanie true Prophecies of Unlikely
Events, fulfill’d by Unlikely Means,
are fupernatural Thingss and,as fuch,
(ctpecialiy their Author and Delign
coniider’d) may properly enough be
reckon’d among Adiracles. And I
may add, that thefe have a peculiar
advantace above molt other Miracles,
on the fcore of their Duration: Since
the manifctt Proofs of the Predictions
continue ftill, and are as vifible asthe
Extent of the Chriftian Religion; and
fome of them are {till more and more
accomplifh’d, by the Converfions
made of multitudes of Infidels, in
{cveral valt Regions of America, (to
name no other Countries.) So that
if we may call fome Miracles tranf. 8,
ones, fuch as the Turning Water into
Wine at a Wedding-feaft in Ga'ilee 3
and the Darkening of the Sun, when

the Moon wasFull, atthe Cruciﬁxiox}
o
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of Chrift: Accomplih’d Predictions
may be (kyl'd persmanent oness; and
their difference may be (et foith by
the differing States of the Mofaick
M.nna : For, tho® both )
that which fcll daily (ex- Evel 77
cept on the Sabbath) in '*"73%
the Wildernefs, and that which was
laid up in a pot before the Tefti-
mony, were Supernatural lroduct.
ons; yet, whereas a portion of the
Former outlafted not two or three
days, That kept in the pot was pre-
ferv’d many Ages, and contina’d ro
be (as it was foretold it fheuid) a
Vifible Miracle.

There 1s another Reafon, why the
wondetful Propagation of the Gofpel
fhould be annex’d to the Argument
drawn from Miracles, in favour of the
Chriftian Religion. For the Preach-
ers of it, both Pretended and Ap-
peal’d to Miracles, as Proofs of the
Truth of their Do&rine: And if we
confider the great Difadvantages they
hy under, and the powerful Qppofi-
tion of all forts that they met with

H 3 and
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and furmounted ; it cannot reafona-
bly be thought, that fuch Unlikely
Men (hould 10 Succesfully preach fa
Uninviung a Dodtrine, unlefsit were
confirm’d by Confpicuous Miracles.Ot
at leaft, if {o unealy and perfecuted a
Religion was propagated without Mi-
racles, that Propagation it felf (as one
of the Fathers well obfcrves) may
jultly pafs for a Miracle; and beng
les fit than another, to Confirm the

Religion fo admirably Propagated.
The paft Difcourfe has, | hope, ma-
nifefted , that a Firtwofo has {ome
Helps , that other Men , generally
{peaking, have not, to make him judi-
cioully approve the Arguments for
the 1ruth of vhe Chriftian Religion,
that are grounded on the Miracles
wrought in its favour, and the won-
derful Succefs of it in the World. Bug,
becaufe a Reveal’d Religion, how
true foever it be, can fcarce be prov'd
but by WMoral Demonfirations; and
becaufe for this reafon, it is not al
ways fufficient, that the Arguments
be goad in their kind, but there age
{ome
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fome Qualifications requir'd in the
Minds of them that are to be Con-
vinc'd by them 5 [ fhall now add, th.t
Experimental Philofophy does allo
Difpofe the Minds of its Cultivaters
to receive due Impreflions from fuch
Proofs,as Miracles do, as well as other
Topicks , afford the Chriftian Reli-
gion.
. Another thing then that qualifies
an Experimentarian for the reception
of a Reveald Religion, and (o of
Chriftianity, is, that an Accuftomance
of endeavouring to give Clear Expli-
cations of the Phenonena of Nature,
and dilcover the weaknefs of thofc
Solutions that Superficial Wits are
wont to make and acquiefce in, does
infenibly work in him a great and in-
genuous Modefly of Mind. And on
the {core of this Intelectual, as well as
Moral, Virtue, not only he will be
very inclinable, both to Defire and
Admit further Information, about
things which he perceives tobe Dark
or Abftrufe 5 but he will be very un-
apt to take, for the adzquate Stan-
H 4 dard
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dard of Truth, a thing {6 Tinpetfedlly
inform’d, and Narrowly limited, as
his mere or abftrated Reafon; (as [
think I have elfewhereintimated, that,
One may call That,which 1s furnifl’d
only with its own, either Congenite,
or very eafily and very early Acquir’d,
Notions and 7dea’s, and with Popu-
lar Notices.) And #ho’ a vulgar Phi-
lofopher, thatallows himfelf to refer
the Obfcurelt things in Niture to
Subftantial Forms, Real Qualities,
Sympathy, Antipathy;-and fome few
other Terms, which, to be employ’d
by him, Need not, and perhaps for
gheir darknefs Cannot,.be clearly Un;
derftood ;s and by which e pretend
to explain all things in Nature; and
may indeed explicate one thing as well
as ancther: 7ho” (Ifay?) fuch aTi.
tular Pbilofopher may prefume, that
he underftands every thing 5 and may
be eafily tempted to think, that he
mu( not hope,nor defire to learn from
iefs able Men than his:fir{t Teachers}
and #hqr, That cannot be #rue, orbe
done, which agrees not with his Phi-
) lofoply ;
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lofophy s yet a Sober and Experienc’d
Naturalift, that knows what Difficul-
ties remain, yet unfurmounted, in the
prefumedly clear Conception -and
Explications even of things Corpo-
real, will not, by alazy or arrogant
prefumprion, that his knowledge a-
bout things Supcrnatural is alfeady
fufficient, be induc’d to Rejeét, or to
‘Ncgle&, any Information that may
encreafe it.

And this frame of Mind is a very
happy .one, for a Student in Reveal’d
Theology, where Cautioufnefs is not
morc Neceflary for the avoiding of
Errors, than Ddcility is Advantage-
ous for the Learning of Truth Since
the knowledge 4nd goodnefs of the

s o, e .

Divine Teacher 1 fuch, that a Scho-
lar, to improve his Intecllect, needs but
brifig a,Mind fitted to reccive the ge-
Y. s
nuine Informatfons, that are moft
liberally offer’d’, (in the Scripture)
And Wiil never deceive Him, that em-
ploys, together with fervent Prayers,
a’due Care not to miftake the Mean-

ing of them,
' An
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An affiduous Converfation with
the exquifitely Fram'd, and admirably
Manag’d, Works of God, brings a
Skilful Confiderer of them to dilco-
ver from time to time, fo many things
to be Feazable, or to be True, which,
whilft he argu’d but upon grounds of’
incompetently Inform’d Reafon, he
judg’d Falfe or Unpralticables #hat
little by little he acquires a Habit of
receiving fome forts of Opinions, and
efpecially thofe that feem unfriendly
to Religion, but as Probationers, with
a difpofition to Reform or Difcard
them upon further Information. And
'This, #s he is refolv’d to Submit to,
in cafe he meets with it, /o heis dif-
pos'd to Receive, if not to Expet
it, by having often found himfelf
oblig’d, upon fubfequent Informa-
tion, to mend or lay afide his former
Opinions, tho’ very agreeable te the
beftLight he had to judge by, when
he entertain’d them. As, tho’ it
feems a vifible Truth, thatthe Difcus
of Verus is, in all refpeéts to the Sun,
totally Luminous; yet when the Te-

Iefcope
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lefcope difcovers her to have herFull
and her Waue, like the Moon, he will
believe this further Obfervation, a-
gain(t the ficft made with his Naked
Eyes. ‘

And indeed, I have fometimes
doubted, whether to be vers’d in
Mathematicks, and other Demonftra-
tive parts of Philofophy, bring a
greater advantage to the Mind, by
Accuftoming and Affifting it to Exa-
mine Stri¢tly Things propos’d for
Truths, and to Evince Strongly the
Truths a Man knows, to Otherss
than by Titting him to Difcern the
force of a good Argument, and Sub-
mit willingly to Trutlis clearly e-
vinc'd, how little foever he may have
expelted to find fuch Conclufions
true. Twill not be difficule to apply
thefe Refleltions to our prefent pur-
pofe 5 fince there are feveral paflfages
in the Scripture that {ufficiently de-
clare, both that Multitudes perfift in
a Criminal Infidelity, out of an over-
weaning Conceit of theirown Know-
ledge, and a readinefs to be {way'd

; rather
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fon; whofe want of Skill will make
him ftill apt to retain a Diftruft, and
render him indeed more eafv to be
Perfuaded, but more diflicult to be
fully Satisfy’d. On thelike account;
tho’ our Virtuofo will examine with
more Stri¢tnefs and Skill, than Ordi-
nary Men are able, Miracles, Pro-
phectes, or other Proofs, faid to be
Supernatural , that are alledg’d to
Evince a Reveal’d Religion; et if
the certain and genuine Characters of
Truth appear in it, He will be more
thorowly Convinc'd of it than alefs
Skilful Man. whofe want of gocd
Criteria, (or Touchftones) and Sound
Judgmeat, will incline him to be
Diffident, and to be ftill afraid of
having been Impos’d on.

I expelt, in the mean time, that
you fhould here Object again(t what
has been (3id in the later Leaves of
the paf{t Diicourfe , that i¢ hath de-
grad.d the Human Intellet, by alcri-
bing fo much to Experience, Nutural
or Supernatural,thatit hasleft nothing
for Reafon to do, unlefs fervilely to

Cbey. But
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But, tho’ this Objettion be plau-
fible, yet the Anfuer to it will not
be very difficult, if the Matter it felf
be duly confider’d, and Reafon be
brought to adt, even on this occafion,
notasan Interefled Party, but an Un-
byafs’d Judge. '

For we have already fhewn, that
Rational Philoflophers fcruple not to
Alter or Renounce the Opinions, that
Specious Reafons had Suggefted to
them, when once they cither find
thofe Opinions Contradicted by Ex-
perience, or meet with other Opi-
nions more Conformable to Experi-
ence. And drifletle himfelf, 2ho’ he
be accus’d to have, perhaps the fuft
of all the Ancient Naturalifts, per-
verted Pbh;ficks, by wrefting them to
a compliance with Lcgical and Meta-
phyfical Fancies; yet even He con-
fefles, noc only that in the Science
of Nature, Reafon ought tocomport
with the Phenomena, and the Phe-
nomena with Reafon 5 but that to ad-
here to plaufible Ratiocinations, with
the negle of Senfible Obfervations,

13
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is a Weaknefs, or IDifeale, (djsosiz)
of Mind. 1 will not here mention
what I {ay in another Paper, by way.
of attempt to fettle the Bounds of
Reafon and Experience, in reference
to Natural Philofophy; but it may
concern our prefent Argument, to
imploy a few Linesin this place, to-
wards the further clearing the lately
propos’d Objeétion. We may ob-
ferve then, that, whether or noitbe
True, which is tanght by Ariffotle,
and commonly receiv’d in the Schools;
that the Underftanding is like Blank
Paper; and that it receives no Know-
ledge, but what has been convey’d
to 1t through the Senfes: Whether,
I{ay, this be or be not admitted, ’tis
plain, that the Notions which are
either Congenite with the Unders
ftanding, or fo eafily and early Ac-
quird by it, that divers Philofo-
phers think them Innate, are but
very few, in comparifon of thofe
that are requifite to Judge aright,
about any one of a multitude of
things, that occur, either in Natural

: Poi-
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Philofophy, or Theology. For in
the Divine Nature, Power, Wifs
dom, and other Attributes, therc is
a Faxcundity that has produc’d a
World of Contrivances, Laws, and
other things, that exceedingly fur-
pals both the Number and Variety;
that the dim and limited Intelle& of
Man could reach to, by framing and
compounding [dca’s, without the
aflitance of the Pacterns, afforded
by the Works and Declarations of
God,

On the account of the fame Prero-
gative of the Divine Knowledge, it
muft frequently happen, that the No-
tions and Opinions, Men tzke up, of
the Worksand Mind of God, upcnthe
mere Suggeftions of the Abftracted
Reafon, (if I may fo call it) newly
fpoken of, muft not only be almoft
always very decficiexs, but will be
oftentimes very erronesxs, Of which,
we fee evident proofs in many of the
Opinions of the Old Philcfophers,
who, tho' Men of ftrong Natural
parts, were mifled by what they miﬁ

teok
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took for Reafon, to maintain fuch
things about the Works and the Au-
thor of Nature, as We, who, by the
favour of Experience and Revela-
tion, ftand in a much clearer Light,
know. to be Falfe, and often juftly
think utterly Extravagant.

The Importance of the Subjeft
lately fpoken of, and its being too
little Confider’d, may make it de-
ferve to be Inculcated 5 and there-
fore 1 {hall fubjoyn on this occafion,.
that That which I have lately call’d
Abftraited Reafon, 1s but a narrow
Thing,and reachesbut to a very fmall-
fharc of the Multitude of Things
knowable, whether Human or Di-.
vine, that may be obtain’d by the
help of further Experiencs, and Su-
pernatural Revelation. This Rea-:
fon, furniib’d with no other Nutices'
than it can fupply it felf wah, is fo
nirrcw and deceitful a Thing, thats

A He rhat feeks for Knowledge only’
-within Himfelf, fhall be fure to be’
quite Ignorant of far the greate(t:
part of Things, and will fcarce efcape

being
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being Miftaken about a good part of
'l'ho%e he thinks he knows.

But, notwithftanding what has
been hitherto (aid, 1 am tar from
intending to deny Reafon any of its
juft Prerogatives. For 1 fhew in
another Paper, that Experience is but
an Afliftant to Reafon, fiace it doth
indeed fupgly Informations to the
Underltanding 5 butthe Underftand- 4
ing remains (t1ll the Judge, and has
the Power or Right, to Examine and
make ufe of the Teltimonies that are
prefented toit. The Outward Senfes
are bur the Inftruments of the Soul,
which Hears by the intervention of
the Ear, and in re(pect ot which, the
Eye 1t (elf 1s but a more Immediate
Optical Tube; and the Senfe does
but Perccive Objets, not Judge ot
them. Nor do the more wary among,
the Philofophers, truft their Eve, to
Teach them the Nature of the vifibie
Objelt 5 but only employ 1t to Per-
ccive the P/ enomen: 1t cxhibits, and
the Changes that happenici s f£lt by
the aftior of it, And v.hireas ‘us

13 cet-
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confefs’d, that the Senfories may de-
ceive us, if the Requifites of Senfa-
tion be wantings as when a Square
Tower appears Round at a great
diftance, and a Straight Stick half in
the Water, appears Crooked, becaufe
of the double Medium 5 cis the part
of Reafcn, not Senfe, to Judge, whe-
ther note of the Requilites of Senfa-
tion be wantings which (give me
leave to add) oftentimes requires,not
only Reafon, but Philofophy; and
then alfo ’tis the part of Reafon to
Judge, what Conclufions may, and
what cannot, be fafely grounded on
the Informations of the Senfes, and
the Teltimony of Experience. Sa
that when ’tis {aid , that Experience
Correts Reafon, ’tis fomewhat an im-
proper way of Speaking; f{ince ’tis
Reafon it {¢lf, that, upon the Informa-
ticn of Experience,Correlisthe Judg-
ments (he had made before. '

And this (borrow’d from the fore-
mention’d Paper, becaufe *twasnever
Publith’d) prompts me to illuftrate
the Ulc of Beafon, by comparing her

tQ
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to an able Judge, whko comes to Hear
and Decide Caufes in a ftrange Coun-
try. For the General Notions he
brings with him, and the Ditates of
Juftice and Equity,can give himbuta
very {hort and imperfe@ Knowledge
of many things, that are requifite to
frame a right Judgment, about the
Cafes that are firft brought before
him; and before he has heard the
Witnefles, he may be very apt to
fall into Prejudicate Opinions of
things, (whether Perfons or Caufes )
But when an Authentick and fuffici-
ent Tcltimony has clear’d Things to
him, he then pronounces, according
to the Light of Reafon, he is Mafter
of 3 to which, the Witncffus did.but
give Information, tho’ That fubfe-
quent Information may have oblig’d
him, to lay afide fome Prejudicate
Opinions he had entertain’d bcfore
he recciv’d it. And what is faid of
Nutural Experience, in reference to
the Underftanding, may, with due
alteration, be apply’d to Supcrsatural
Reuwelation: For here allo the Under-

~ ftanding
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ftanding is to Examine, whether the
Teftimony be indeed Divines, and,
whether a Divine Teltimony ought
to be (as It will eafily perceive it
fhould) Believ’d, in what it clearly
Teaches ;3 to omit other Ufes of Rea-
fon, (about Theological Matters)
which belong not to this place;
where it may fuffice to have fhewn,
that Reafon 1s not Degraded from the

Dignity that belongs to her, of Per-.

ceiving and Judging; tho’ fhe be Obli-
ged by her own Diclates, to take in
all the Afliltance (he can, from Expe-
rience, wherher Natural, or Superna-
tural 5 and by cthe fuller Accounts of
things fhe receives from thofe Infor-
mations, to Reltity, if need Le, her
former and lefs mature Judgments.

In fhort, Thofc that cry up Ab-
ftratted Reafon, as if it were Self-
fufficient, exale it in M ords ; but we

‘that Addrefs Reafon to Phy(ical and

Theological Experience, and div: &
it how to Confult them, and take its
Intormations from them, exalt it iz
Effed 5 and Realon is much le%s uley

fully
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fully ferv’d, by the former fort of
Men, than by the laters fince whilfx
thofe do but flatier it, thefe take the
right way to improve it.

I hope you will not imagine, that I
have, in the foregoing part of this
Letter, faid all thatI could fay perti-
nently. For, being mindful of the

revity becoming an E piftolary Dif-
courfe, I omitted feveiral Arguments,
that would have challeng’d their pla-
ces 1n a juft Treatife; and have but
Touch’d upon moft of thofe 1 have-
mention’d ; tho' Reafonings of this
kind are ufually like Tapeftry, which
lofes much by being look’d on whillt
the Hangings are Folded up, which
fhould be difplay’d to their full Di-
menfioas.

But having offer’d you fome things,
which perhaps you bave not met with
elfewhere s and having, tho' but tran-
fiently, touch'd upon the Grounds of
divers other confiderable Arguments;
1 hope that your Learning and Saga-
city, will both Supply what you will
difcern to have been Omitted, aﬁ!:nd

n-
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Enforce what has been but Iatima-
ted; and thenl fhall not defpair, that
what I have faid may fufhce to per-
fuade you, that Experimental Philo-
Jophy may greatly Affift a well-difpos’d
Mind, to yicld anHearty and Opera-
tive Affent to the Principles of Reli-
gion. Iam, .

S IR,
Totir mo.,} &Co

The End of the Firft Part,

140 i ; inistri
Pigtized by Teleios Ministries



REFLECTIONS

UPON A
Theological Diftinction.

According to which,’tis faid, r

That fome ArRTi1cLes of] !
FAITH are Abowve Reafon,

but not Againft Reafon.

In a Letter to a Friend.

In the SAVOYT:

Printed by Edw. Jones, for jois
Taylor at the Ship in St. Panl's |
Church-yard. M DC X C. f

ot s et ome—

-t e 2. -

141

Pigized by Teleios Ministries



142

Piglized by Teleios Ministries



hamann Al = SO

P —
ey

Advertifement.

Fter the Autbor bad begun

the Second Part of bis
Chriftian Virtuofo,and made fome
Progrefs in it, which be defigned
to continue till he bad Compleated
it; he was obliged to leave the
Couuntry, where be enjoyed fome
Leifure,and to remove to London;
where Sicknefs, and Bufinefs and a
Multitude of Vifits be conld not a-
woid receiving did (o diftralt him,
that thefe Reuntora’s, added to the
Fertility of the Subjelts that re-
mained to be Treated of, which be
found wissch greater than be was at
ferft aware of, made himn lay afide
the Materials be bad prepared for
the Second Part, to a fitrer Oppor-
tunity, and comply with the Occa-
A 2 fions
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feons be bad,to publifls fome Tratls
that reqmred nore bafte. And’tis
for the like Reafons, that, baving
at prefent _[ome other E_ﬂ' ays of a
guite differing Nature in the Prefs,
be is oblzged to -poStpone bis refu-
ming and finifbing theSecond Part¢
of the Chriftian Virtuofo ¢ which
will reqnire-maore Sheéts than the
ﬁ)rmer) for Jone Ionger times thé
Jyet to Complywith the Solicitations
of the Printer, he confents both to
let the Firft Part comre abroad, and
(tomakethe B ool'\ of a more decent.
fize) add to it, by way. of Subfti-
tution,a Difcourfe that is of Affinity
enongh to the other, upon the ac-
co:mt of fome of the Points it han-.
dles, and more upon that of its
Scope s awd that will not be 1
received, if it have the good for-
tusne to f wnd the Publick as kind to
ity as Private Perufers havc been.

-
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— -— ~

For my Learned Friend Mr.H. O,

SIR,

-Can neither admire nor
blame the Curiofity you ex-
‘prefs, to receive fome Satis-
faftion abour the important

Diftinction that is made ufe of, in de-
ence of {fome Myfteries of the Chri-
tian Religion; namely, that thev’
¢ indeed above Reafon but not azainft
Reafon. For though divers Lcarned
Vien have,elpecially of late,employed
it 3 yer I perccive you and your
Friends' V. N.think,that they have not
jone it {0 clearly, as both to prevent
‘he Exceptions ot Infidels, or render
-hem more groundlels; an{ at leaft,
to obviate the Surmifes of thofe o-
thers, who have been perfuaded to
leok upon this Diftin&ion, but asa
nc BEvafion, whereby to elude {ome
Dbjections that cannot oiherw ife be
A 3 213
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anfwered. And indeed, as far as [
can difcern by the Authors wherein
I have met with it, (for I pretend
not to judge of any others,) there
are divers that employ this Diftin-
ction, few that have attempted to
explain it, (and that I fear, not fuffi-
ciently) and #oze that hastaken care
to juftifie it. '

1I. In order to the removal of
the Difficulties that you take notice
of, 1 {hall endeavour to do thefe Two-
things: 1. To declare in what fenfe
I think our Diftin&ion is to be under-
ftood. And, 2. To prove that it is
not an Arbitrary or Illufory Diftjn.
&tion, but grounded upon the Nature
of Things.

Though I do not defire to impole
my Sentiments on any Man, much
lelsonYou; yetbecaufel, aswellas
others, have had fome occafions tq
make ufe of the Diftinétion we are
confidering ; I think myfelf obliged,
before I go any further, to acquaint
you in what {tnfe Funderftand it

1L By
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IlI. By fuch things then in Theo-
logy, as may be faid to be above Rea-
fon, I conceive fuch Notions and
Propofitions, as mere Reafon, that is,
Reafon unaflifted by f{upernatural
Revelation, would never have dif-
cover’d to us: Whether thofe things
be to our finite Capacities, clearly
comprehenfible or not. And by
things contrary to Reafon, 1 under-
ftand fuch Conceptions and Propo-
fitions, as are not only undifcovera-
ble by mere Reafon, but alfo, when
we underftand them, do cvidently
and truly appear to be repugnant to
fome Principle, or to fome Conclu-
fion, of Right Reafon.

IV. To illuftrate this Matter a lit-
tle, I fhall propound to you a Com-
parifon drawn froin that Scnle,
which i1s allow’d to have the great-
elt Cognation with the Underitand-
ing, which Iprelums you will rea-
dily gucfs to be the Sight. Sup-
pofe then, that on a deep Sea, a
Diver {Lo 1ld bid you tell him, What
yoy can {.c tlere; Thatwhichyou

A 4 would
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would-anf{wver, would be, that you
can {ee into a Sea.green Liquor, to
the depth of fome Yards, and no fur-
ther: So that if he fhould farther
ask you, Whether you fee what lies
at the Bottom of the Sea, -you would
return him a Negative Anfwer. If
afterwards the Diver letting himfelf
down to the Bottom, fhould thence
bring up and fhew you Opyfters or
Mufcles with Pearis in ‘them ; you
would eafily acknowledge, both
that they lay beyond the reach of
your Sight,and confequently argued
an ImperfeCtion in it ; thd but {uch
an Imperfe€tion, as is not Perfonal
but Common to you with other
Men, and that the Pearls have the
genuin Colour and Luftre, that na-
turally belongs to fuch Gems. But
if this Diver fhould pretend, that
cach of thelc Pearls he fhews you,
is as large as a Tennis-Ball, or fome
of them bigger than the Shells they:
were inclo.’d 1, and that they are
not round but cubical, and their co
lour not White or Orient, but Black
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or Scarlet; you would doubtlefs
judge what he aflerts, to be-not on-
ly (or not {o properly,) undifcernable
by your Eyes, but contrary to the
Informations of them, and there-
fore would deny what he affirms.
Becaufc, thar toadmit it, would not
only argue your Sight to be Imper-
fet, but Falfe-and Delufory ; thd
the Organ be rightly qualified, and
duly applied to its proper Objells.

- V. This Hluftration may give you
fome {uperficial Notion of the Dif-
fcrence betwixta thing’s being above .
Reaforn, and its being contrary to it.
But this may better appecar, if we
confider the Matter more diftinctly.
And to offer: fomething in order to
this, I-fhall beg lcave to fay, thart,
in my Opinion, the things thatmay
be faid to bc above Reafon, are not
all of One .fort, but may be diftin-
guifld into Two kinds, ditlering
enough from cach other.

" VI. Foritf{gems to me, thatthere
are fome Things, that Reafon by its
own.Light cannot Dfcowver ; and

others,
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others, that, when propos’d, it can-
not Comprehend. .

VII. And Firfk, there are di-
vers Truths in the Chriftian Religi-
on, that Reafon left to itfelf, would
never have been able to find out,
nor perhaps to have o much as
dream’d of: Such as are moft of
Thofe that depend upon the Free
Will and Ordination of God,as, That
the World was made in fix Days,
That Chrift fhould be Bornofa Vir-
gin, and That in his Perfon there
fhould be.united Two fuch infinite-
ly diftant Natures as the Divine and
Humans and That the Bodies of
Good Men fhall be rais’d from Death,
and {o advantagcoufly changd,
that the Glorificd Perfons fhall be
like,or equal to, the Angels.

VIII. Of this kind of Theological
Truths, you will eafily believe, that
‘twere not diflicule for me to offer
divers other Inftances 3 and indeed
therc are many Truths, and more I
think than we are wont to imagine,
that we want Mediums, or Inftru-

: ments
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ments to difcover, thd, if they were
duly propos’d, they would be intel-
ligible tous ¢ As, for my part, when
by looking on the Starry Heaven,
firft with my naked Eyes, and then
with Telefcopes of differing Lengths,
I did not only difcry more and more
Stars, according to the Goodnefs of
the Inftruments I imployed, but dif-
cover’d great Inducements to think,
that there are in thofeineftimably re-
mote Regions,many Celeftial Lights,
that only the Want of more reach-
ing Telelfcopcs conceal from our
Sight.

IX. And thus much I prefume you
will clofe with the more eafily, be-
caufe it difagrees not with the Sen-
timents of fome few (for I dare
{ay not, many ) Orthodox Divincs.
But I muft take leave to add, that
befides thefe myfterious Truths, that
are too remote, and hidden, to be
Detedted by Human Reafor 5 there
is another fort of Things, that may
be faid to be 4 ove Reafin.

X. For
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X: ¥or therelaredivers Trutls'de-
livered. by Revelation, (contained in
the Holy Scriptures,?). that not on-
ly would never have been found out
by mere:natural Reafon’; but are-fo
abftrufe,; that when they are pro-
pofed ;as _clearly, “as :proper and
unambiguous Expreflions can. pro-
pofesthem iin; they do neverthelefs
iurpafs:aur dim and bounded R cafon,
on on&or other of thofe Three ac-
countsthatare mentioned in a Dia~
loguewbont .things tranfcending Reaw
fon:; namely either, as not clear-
ly conceivable by our Underftanding,
fuch asthe Infinitenels apd Pertelti-
ons of the Divine Nature ; or inex-
plicable by us, fuch as the Manrer,
how God can create a rational Soul ;-
or how,this being an immaterial Sub-
ftance, it can a&t upon a Human'
Body, and be ated on by 1t5 (which-
Inftance Irather chofe, than the Cre-
ation of Matter, becaufe it may-bg*
more calily proved) or elfe afymizie-:
trzcal, or unfociable ; chat is, fuchy:
as we {ee not hhow to reconcile with

othey
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other Things, which._alfo manifeftly
are, or arc by us ackmowledged to
be,true ; fuch asare the Divige Pre-
frience of future Contingents, and
the Liberty that belongs,.to Man’s
Will, at leaftin divers Cafes.

XI. It will.not perhaps.be.impro-
per toobferve, on this occafion, that,
as of Things that are faid to be'above
Reafon, there are more kinds than
one ; fotherc may be a Difference in
the Degrees, ;or, at leaft, ,the Difcer-
nablenefs, of their Abftrufenc(s.

XII. Yor fome'things appear to {ur-
pafs, or diftrefs, our Underﬁandipgs,
almoft as {5on-as they are propos’d,
at leaft, before they are attentively
look’d into. As, what is faid to be
Infinite, eitherin E» “ent or Nusbecr.
But there arc other things, the No-
tions whercof, as they firft.arife from
the things confidered in grols, and
as it werc indefinitely, are fuch, as
do not choque or, perplex our Under-
ftandings ; and are fo far intclligible,
that they may be ufcfully cmploy’d
in ordinary Difcourfe. But when we

‘come
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come tomake a deep Infpedion into
thefe, and profecute to the uttermoft
the fucceflive Inferences that may
he drawn fromthem 5 we reafon out
felves into Inextricable Difficulties,
if not flac Repugnancies too. And
to fhew you, that I do not fay this
gratss 3 be pleas’d to conflider with
me, that, we ufually difcourfe of
Place, of Time, and of Motion ; and
have certain general indeterminate
Conceptions, of each of thefe; by
the help of which, we underftand
oneanother, when we {peak of them;
Thd, if we will look thorowly into
them, and attentively confider all
the Difficulties, that may be difco-
ver’d by {uch an Infpettion ; we fhall
find our Reafon opprels'd by the
Number and Greatnefs of the Diffi-
culties, into which we fhall argue
ourfelves ; or, at leaft,may be argucd
by others; thé thefe Men, who do
make fuch fhrewd Obje&ions againit
the Hypothefis, we embrace, will
hardly be able themfelves to pitch
on any, that will not allow us to

repay
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repay them in the fame coin.
~ XIII. What has been newly faid,
may, L hope, affift us to cléar a.Diffi-
culty, or Scruple, (abou the Ditin-
¢tion we treat of, ) which fince it
{prung up in my own -Mind, may
very probably occur alfo to your
Thoughts; . namely, That if any
Theological-Propofition.be granted
to {urpafs our. Reafon; we cannot
pretend to believe it;, without difco-
vering, that we do not {ufficiently
confider what we fay: Since we pre-
tend to exercifcan act of the Under-
ftanding , in embracing {omecwhat
that we do notunderftand, nor have
a Notion of.

XIV. Buton this occafion we may
juftly have recourfc toa Daftinttion;
like That I have lately intumated.
For, in divers cafes,the Notions, Men
have of fome Things, may be diffe-
rent enough, fince the one is mor
obvious and {uperficial, and the o-
ther more Philofophical or accurat.
And of thefe Two diflering kinds of
Conceptions, I have alrcady ofter'd

fome
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fome Inftances in the very differing
Notions , Men have of Place and
‘Time: :Which, thé familiar Objeéts;
1 elfewhere fhew to -be.each of them
of fo abffrufe a Nature,:that 1 do
not wonder to find Ariffot/e himfelf
complaining; of the Difficulty that
there.is to! give a clear, and unex-
ceptionablé, Notion of iPlace ; nor to
find {0 acute a Wit as:Sa Auffin, ins
genuoufly confefling his Difability to
explicate the Nature of Zimse. .

XV. And what is faid of the greag
Intricacies;, - that incumber a deep
Scrutiny into thefe familiar Objeéts
of Difcourfe, will hold, as to the
Divifibility ef Quantity; as to Local
Motion ; and as t0 fome other Pri-
mary things; whofe Abftrufenefs ‘is
not inferior in Decgree, thé differing
as to the Kinds of things, wherein
it confifts. . |

XVI. By {uch Inftances as thefe,it
may appear, that without talking as
Parrots, (as your Friends would inti-
mate, that thofe that ufe ocur Diftin-
Ctions muft do ;) or as. irrational

Men,
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Men ; we may fpeak of fome Things
that we acknowlcdge to be on {fomce
account or other above our Reafon;
fince the Nortions we may have of
thofc Things, however dim and im-
perfe&; may yet be of ufe, and may
be in fome meafure intelligible; ¢hé
the Thidgs they relare to, may,in an-
other refpeét, be faid to tranfcend
our Underftanding; becaufe an at-
tentive Confiderer may perceive,
that fomethinig belongs to them,
that is not clearly comprehealible,
or does otherwife furpafs our Rea-
fon (atcleaft in our prefent State.)
XVII. Having difpatch’d the Ob-
je€tion, that requir’d this Digreflion :
I fhall now ftep again into the Way,
and proceed in it by telling you,
that any one dppolite Inftance may
fuffice to clcar the tormer part ot
the Expreflionthatis imploy’d, when
is faid thac a Myftery , or other
Article of Faith, 1s abowe Reafon,
but not contrary to it : For it there
be {fo much as oze Truch, which i,
acknowledg’d to be fuch, and yei
not,
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not to be clearly and diftin€tly com-
prehenfible, it cannot juftly be pre-
tended, that to make ufe of the Di-
ftintion we are treating of, istofay
fomething, that is not intelligible, or
isablurd. And it will further juftify
the Exprefiion quarrelled at, if we
can make itappear, that it is neither
Impertinent or Arbitrary,but groun-
ded on the Naturc of Things. And
this I fhall endeavour to do, by thew-
ing,that though I admir Two {orts of
Things,which may be faid to be above
Reafon, yet there is no neceflity, that
either of them muft (always) be con-
trary to Reafon.

XVIII As for the firft fort of
Things faid to furpafs Reafon, I fee
not, but that Men may ée unable,
without the A(liftance of a more
knowing Inltruer, to difcover fome
Truths ; and yet be 2fl:;when Thele
are revealed or difcovered to them by
that Inftruter, both to underftand
the difcloled Propofitions by their
own Rational Faculty, and approve
them for True, and fit to be embrs-

ced.
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ded. The Intelle€t of Man being
fuch a bounded Faculey as it is, and
naturally furnithed with no greater a
ftock or fharc of Knowledge,than it
is able by 1ts ownEndeavours to give
itfelf, or acquire ; ’twould be a great
Unhappinefs to Mankind, if we were
obliged to rejet,asrepugnant to Rea-
fon, whatever we cannot difcover
by our owan natural Lights and cons
fequently,todeny our felves the great
Benefits we may receive from the
Communications of any higher and
more difcerning Intelle&t. An In-
ftancc to my prefent purpofe may be
found among Rational Souls them-
felves, thou0h univerfally granted to
be all of the fame Natutc. For, tho
_a Perfon but fuperficially acquainted
(for Example)with Geomertry,would
ncver have difcovered by his own
Liglic, that the Dismeter of a Square
is sncommenfurable to the Side ; yer
when a skilfol Mathematician de.-
troufly declares, and by a Seriss of
Demonftrarions proves, that nohie
Theorem ; the Diftiple by-hit now

B a e
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inftruted Reafon will be able, both
to underftand it, and to affentto it
Infomuch, that PZazo faid, that be w.aos
rather a Beaft tham a Man that would

deny it. _ ,
XIX. Orther Inftances may be al-
Iedged to exemplify the Truth newly
mentioned. And indeed,thers is not
fo much asa firong Prefumption,that
a Propofition or Notion is therefore
repugnant to Reafon, becaufe it is
not difcoverable by It; fince it is al-
together extrinfecal and accidental to
the Truth or Falfity of a Propofition,
that we never heard of It betore3 or
that we could never have found It
out by our own Endeavours; but
muft have had the Knowledge of It
imparted to us by another. But then
this Difability ro findout a thing by
our own Search, doth not hinder us
from being able by our own Reafox,
both to underftand it when duly pro-
pofed, and ro difcern it to be agree-
ablc to the Dittates of right Reafon.
To induce you to affent to the later
part of this Obfervation, I fha!la;!d,
that
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that thele . Intelle¢tual Affiftances
may oftentimes not only enliochten,
but gratify, the Mind, by giving it
fuch Informations, as both agarce with
its former maimed or imperfe&t No-
tices,and compleat them. Wheaq, for
example, an antique Medal, half con-
fumed with Ruft, is fhewed to an
unskilful Perfon, though a Scholar ;
he will not by his own Endeavours
be able to read the whole Infcription,
whercof we fuppofe fome parts tobe
obliterated by Time or Ruft; or to
difcover the Meaning of ir. But
when a knowing Medalift becomes
his Inftru@®er, he may then know
fome (much defaced) Letters, that
were 1llegible to him beforc, and
both undcrftand the Senfe of the In-
fcription, and approve it as genuinc
and fuitable to the Things,whereto it
ought to bc congruous. And becaufe
divers Philolophical Wits are apt, as
well as you, to be ftartled at the
name of Myflery, and fufpcr, that
becaufe it implies fomething ab-
ftrufc, there lyes hid (ome Nluficr:

R 3 unde;
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under that obfcureTerm : I{hall ven.
ture to add, that agreeably to our
Dc&rine we may obferve, that di-
vers things that relate to the Old
Teftament, are in the New called
Myfteries, becaunfé¢ they were fo un-.
der the Mofaick Difpenfation's-thé
they ceale to be /2, now that.the
Apoftles have explained them to the
world. As the calling of the Gen-
tiles into the Church of God, is by
their Apoftle. called a

Coloff. I.26.  Myffery ; becaufe, toufe
EpkJI13,5,6. hisPhrafe,it had been bid
from Ages and Generati-

ons: Though he adds, Bu? sow tis
made manifeft to his Saints, And the
fame Writer tellsthe Corinthians, that
he fbows them a Myflery,

1 Corineb. .,  Which he immediately
. 51,5 520 explains, by forctelling,
that «Z pious Belicvers

fhall notdye, becaufe that thofc thar
1ail be fonnd alive at the coming of
Crift, foell xot flep, but be changeds
as the other Dead [ball be raifed in-
corrzptille. Which furprifing Do-
ctrine,
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&rine, though becaufe it could not
be dilcovered by the Light of Na-
ture, nor of the Writings of the O/d
Zeftament, he calls a Myfterys yetitc
is no more {oto us, now that he hath
{o exprefly foretold it, and therefore
declared 1t.

X X. Otcher Inftances I content
myfelf to point at in the Margin,
that I may pafs on to )
confirm the Obfervation f‘;" Mar. 3TIL
Y formerly intimated ;  Epbef/ V. 31.
thatdivers things which
the Scriptrure teaches beyond what
was known, or (in probability) are
difcoverable by natural Light, are {o
far from being againft Reaforn, by be-
ing (in the feafe declared) above ic
that thefe Difcoveries ought myuch ro
recommend the Scripture to a ratio-
pal Mind ; becaule they do not oaly
Agree with the doubtful orimperfelt
Motions we already had of things,
put Improve them, if not Comleac
them. Nay, I fhall venture to add,
that thefe Intelletual Alds may not
{eldom help us to difcern, That fome

B 4 Thinzgs,
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Things,whichnotonly areaboveRea-
fon, but at firft fight feen 20 beagainft
it ; arc really reconcileable toReafon,
yimproved by the new Helps, afforded
1t by Revelation. To  illuftrate
this by a Philofophical Inftance,when.
Gallileo firft made his Difcoveries
with the Telefcope, and faid, That
thcre were Plancts that moved about
Fupiter 5 He faid {omething , that
other Aftronomers could not difcern
to be True, but nothing that they
could prove to be Falfe. And even
when fome Revelations are thought
not only to ¢ranfcend Reafon, but to
clafb weth it it is to be confidered,
W hether {fuch Dofkrins are really re-
pugnant to any abfolute Catholick
Rule of Reafon, or only to fome-
thing, which {o far depends uponthe
I\-‘anﬁlre of acquircd Information we
then csiey, that, though we judge it
to be Irrational, yet we are not {ure,
that the Thing, this Judgment is
crounded on, is clearly and fully
cnough known tous.  As, torciume
the former Example, when Galileo,

or

v
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or fome of his Difciples, affirmed
Venus to be fometimes Horned like
the Moon ; thé this Affertion werce
repugnant to the unanimousDo¢trinc
of Aftronomers, who thought their
Opinion very well grounded, on no
lefs a Teftimony than That of their
own Eyes; yet in effe€t the Proof
was incompetent, becaufc their un-
affifted Eyes could not afford them
{fufficient Information about thiscafe.
And fo, when GaZileo {poke of Rills
and Valleys, and Shadows, in the
Moon, they were not ftraight to re-
je¢t what he taught, but to have, if
not a kind of implicit Faith, yet a
great Difpofition to believe what he
delivered, as upon his own Know-
ledge, about the Figure and Number
of the Planets. For they knew,that
he had, and had alrcady fuccefsfully
made ufe of, a Way of difcovering
Cceleftial Objelts, that they were not
Mafters of ; nor therefore competent
Judges of allthe Things,though they
might swvell be of many, that he af-
firmed to be difcoverable by it.  And
o though
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though they could not fee in the
Moon what he obferved, (Valleys,
Mountains,and the Shadows of thele)
yet they might juftly fulpect, that
the Difference of the Ides that they
framed of that Planet,and that which
he propofed, might well proceed
from thelmperfection of their unaided
Sight ; efpecially confidering, that
what he faid, of the differing Con-
ftitution of what is there analogous
to Sea and Land, did rather Corre&t
and Improve, than abfolutely Over-
throw,their former Notices. For he
allowed the Spots they faw, to be
darker Parts ot the Moon, and gave
Caufes of that Darknefs; which
their bare Eyes could not have led
them to any fuch Knowledge of. And
the Non-appearance of the Moun-
tainous Parts of the Moon in that
form to the naked Eye, might well
be imputed to the great Diltance be-
cwixe them and us, fince at a far
lefs Diftance fquare Towers appear
round, ke, :

~

XXL L
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XXIL Itnow remains,that I fay
fomething,that may both make fome
Application of the Form of Speech
hitherto difcourfed of, and afford a
Confirmation of the Grounds where-
on,I think, it may be juftifiecd. This
I am the rather induced to do,becaufe
I expet it will be objeted, that he
that acknowledges, that the Thing
he would have us believe, tranfcends
our Reafon, has a Mind to decewve
us, and procures for himfelf a fair
opportunity to delude vus,by employ-
ing an Arbitrary Diftinction, which
he may apply as he pleafes.

X XIIL But to {peak firft a word
or two to this laft Claufe ; I acknow-
ledge, that fuch a Diftin&ion 1s ca-
pable enough of becing mifapplied :
And I am apt to think, that,by fome
School-Divines, and others, it bas
been fo. But, {ince there are other
Diftin€tions that are generally and
jultly received by Learned Men, and
cven by Philolophers themficlves,
without having any Immunity from
being capable to be perverted; I

know
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know not,why the Diftin&ionjweare
confidering, fhould not be treated
as favourably as they. And how-
cver, the Queftion at prefent is not,
whether our Diftin&ion may poflibly
be mifapplied by rafh or impofing
Men 3 but whether it be grounded on
the Nature of Things. To come
then to the Thing ic felf, I confider,
that for an Opinion to be above Rea-
fonyin the fenfe formerly affigned, is
fomewhat, that (as was nated in
reference to the firft fort of Things,
that furpafs it) is Excrinfecal and
Accidental to its being True or Falfe,
For to be above our Reafon, is not an
Abfolute thing, but a Refpettive one,
importing a Relation to the Meafurg
of Knowledge, that belongs to the
Human Underftanding, {uch as ’tis
faid to tranfcend: Apd therefore it
may not he 2bove Reafos,in reference
to a more enlightned Intellect; {uch
as én probability may be found in Ra-
tional Beings of an higher Order,fuch
asare the Angels; and, without per-
advcnture, is to be found in God;

Whom,
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Whom, when we conceive to be &
Being Infinitely perfe&t, we muft
afcribe to him a perfet Underftand-
ing, and boundlefs Knowledge. This
being {uppofed, it ought not to be
denied, that a Superior Intelleét may
both comprehend feveral Things that
we cannot; and difcern fuch of them
to be congruous to the fixt and cter-
nal ldea’s of Truth,and confequently
agreeable to one another, as dim-
fighted Mortals are apt to fufpett, or
to think, to be {cparately Falfe ; or,
when collated, Inconfiftent with enc
another. But tolanch into this Spe-
culation, would lead me farther than
I have time togo. And thereforc I
fhall content my felf to offer you one
Argument, to prove, That of Things
that may be faid to be above Reafon,
in the Senfc¢ formerly explained, it is
no way impofiible, that even{uchan
one {hould be true, as is obnoxious
to Objcctions not dire@tly anfwer-
able. Vor I conlider, that of Things
above Reafon, there may be fome

which are really ¢entradictory to one
anc-
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another, and yet each of them is
maintainable by fuch Arguments, as
very Learned and Subtle Mea do
both Acquiefce in, and Enforce, by
loading the Embracers of the oppo-
fite Opinion, with Obje&ions they
cannot directly an{wer.

XXIII. This I take to be ma-
nifeft, in the cafe of the Contro-
verfy about the endlefs Divifibility
of Quantity ; as, {uppofe,of a ftraight
Line. For many eminent Mathema-
ticians, and a greater number of
Naturalifts, and in particular almoft
all the Epicureans, and other Ato-
mifts, ftifly maintain the Negative.
The Affirmative is ncvertheleé affer-
ted, and thought to be Marhema-
tically demonftrated, by driffotle in
a peculiar Traét; and both by His
School, and by feveralexcellent Geo-
metricians befides. And yet in rea-
lity , the Affertions of thefe Two
contending Partics are truly Contra-
dicory ; f(ince,of neceflity a ftraight
Line propofled muft be, at leaflt men-
tally, divifible, into Parts that arc

them-
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themfeclves ftill further divifible ;or,
it muft not be fo, and the Subdivi-
fions muft at length come to a ftop.
And thercfore one of the oppolice
Opinions muft be true, And ‘tis
plain to thofe,that have, with compe-
tent Skill and Attention, impartially
examined this Controver{y, that the
fide that 1s pitched upon, whichfo-
ever it be, is liable to be expofed to
fuch Difhiculties, and cther Obje-
{tions, as are not clearly anfwerable;
but confound and cpprefs the Reafon

of thofe that ftrive to defend it.
XXIV. [ have, Sir, the more
Jargely difcourfed of the foregoing
Diftinction ; nor only, becaufe I did
not find my felf to have been pre-
vented by others ; but,becaufc I look
upon the cxplaining and juttifying of’
it to be of Importance, not alonc to
the Defence of fome Myfteries of the
Chriftian Religion, but (what per-
haps may have efcaped your O sfer-
vation) of fome important Arrnicles
of Natural Theology it {elf. For
though Natural Religion taught di-
vors
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vers Heathen Philofophers, fuch
Truths as thefe, viz. The Produ-
&tion of the Rational Soul or Mind,
whicli is an Immaterial Subftance;
the Formation of the World out of
the Univerfal Matter ; though this
Adtion required, that anIncorporeal
Subftance gave Motion to a Body ;
that God knows Men’s Thoughts and
Intentions, how carefully foever they
ftrive to hide thems and ¢244¢ God
forcknows the Events of the free
Actions of {uch Men, as are not to be
born thefe many Ages; though, I
{ay, thefe,and fome other Sublime,
Truths, were by divers Men embra-
ced before the Gofpel began to be
Preached ; yet when I attentively
confider, how hdrd it is to conceive
the Modus of thefe Things, and ex-
plain how {fome of them can be per-
feormed ; and alfo, how fome of the
Divine Attributes, as Eternity, Im-
menlity , Omniprefence, and {ome
others, belong to God; and how
fome Altions, as the Moving of
Bodies, and the Creation of Human

Minds;
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Minds, with all their I\’lee Facul-
ties, arc Exercis’d by Him: When
1 confider fuch Things, I fay, I ac-
knowledge, that, to my appre-
henfion, there arec fome Dolrines
allowed o have been difcovered by
the mere Light of Nature, that are
liable to {uch Objettions from Phy-
fical Principles, and the fetled order
of Things corporeals; as, if they be
urged home, will bring thofe thac
are Ingenuous to acknowledge, thag
their Intellets are but dim and im-
perfe&t, and indeed difproportionate
to the {ublimeft and moft myftcrious
Truths; and that they cannot per-
fetly comprehend them,and anfwer
all the Dafficulties that incumber
them ; though they find themficlves
obliged to admit them, becaufe of
the weighty Pofitive Reafons, that
recommend thofe Heteroclite Truths
to their Aflent.

XXV. If you fhould now tell
me, thar, after all I have f{aid, ’tis
plain,that the queftion'd Diftinétion,

if it were granted, might be of very
: had
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bad confequence ; as affprding fhel-
ter to any Unintelligible Seuff, that
fome bold En¢huffatt, or conceited
Philofophizer, may obtrudec under
‘the Vcnerable Title of ‘a afyfery,
above the Jurifdi¢tion of Reafon;
and,that though the Diftin€tion were
admitted, it would not bé¢ a good
Proof of any difputed Article ot the
Chriftian Religion: If, I {ay, this
{hall be objelfted, I fhall anfwer,"
(what in part is intimated already )
That I do nor deny, but that our
Diftinttion is liable to be 11l employ-
ed, but that this is no other Blemifh
than what is common with it to
divers other Diftintions, that are
without {¢ruple Admitted, becaufe
they are ufeful; and not Rejected,
becattfe they lave not the Privilege,
that they can never be mifapplied:
And thereforc, both 1n reference to
thofe Diftinctions, and to That we
have Leen ‘I'rcating ef, it becomes
Men to {tand upen their Guard, and
ftriltly examine, how far the Notion,

or Dodtrine, propofcd as a Myftery,
does
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does require, and is entituled to, the
benefic . of this Diftinction.” 1 {hall
alfo readily grant the greateft part
of the fecond Member.aof your Ob-
je€tion. Tor I think it were great
‘Weaknefs in a Cliriftian, to urge oyr
D.ftinttion as a pofitive Proof: Since,
thé it be Extrinfecal to an abltrule
Notion, to be, or not to be, abpve
Reafor ; (as was jult now noted
to another purpofe,) yet, geaerally
{pcaking, thact Abftrulcac(s is lefs fic
to bring credit to a Conéepiion, ora
Doflrine, than’tis to mike it té be
diftrufted. Nor are Chriftians fuch
fond Dilcourfcrs. as to pretend, That
fuch an Article of Religion ought to
be believed, Becaufe ’tis 200ve Rea-
fon, as if that were a proof of is
Truth ; but only, that it it be other-
wife well proved, it ought to be he-
licved , Notwithltanding its being
shove Reafon.

XXVI. And this T fhall repre-
{enr in favour of thofe that belicve
thefe abftrufe Articles, that arc clear-

C 2 ly
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y revealed in the Scripture, upon
the Authority of the Divine Revea-
ler; (who never deceives Others,
nor can bc Himfelf deceived,) that
fince, as we* have lately -fhewn by
the contradi€tory Opinions about
the Divifibility of Quantity , fome
‘Doltrines muit be true, whofe Dif-
ficulties do not appear to be fure
mountable by our dim Reafon; and
fince the Perfeftnefs of God’s Know-
ledge permits us not to doubt, but
that He certainly knows which of the
two Contending Opinions is the
True; and can declare fo much to
Men : It would not be a fure ground
of .rejecting a Revealed Article, to
alledge , that 'tis encumber’'d with
confounding Difficulties, and lya-
ble to many and weighty Obje-
ctions.
XXVIL And, (to add fome-
u hat that may help to defend fome
Truths of Natural, and others of
Revealed, Religion) Thar a thing
may be rationally affented to, upon
clear
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clear pofitive Evidence, though we
cannot dire@ly anfwer the Obje-
&ions, that a Speculative and Subtle
Wit may devife againftit;isa Truth,
which, as important as it is to Reli»
gion in general, and the Chriltian
Religion in particular, I think one
may {ufficiently manifeft by this one
Inftance, That, becaufe we can walk
up and down, and {fo remaove our
Bodies from Place ta Place, by this
one Argument, I fay, we arc juftly
fatisfied, that there is Local Motion
in the World, notwithftanding all
the Specious and Subtle Arguments,
that Zewo and his Followers have
employed to impugne that Truth:
Againft which, they have alleged
fuch Difficulties, as have not only
puzzled and perplexed, but ( for
ought yer appears) wonplus’d the
Antient Philofophers, and, I doubt,
thofe Moderns too, that have at-
:gmpted to give clear Solutions of
em. '

XXVIIL It
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XXVIiL If now, Sir, we look
back upon what hath hitherto been
difcouried, 1hope you will allow me
to gather thence the Conclufion 1
aim at, which is, that There 1sno
neceflity, that every Notion or Pro-
pofition that may be found deliver’d
1n the Holy Scriptures, that furpafles
our Reafon, muil therefore be contra-
dicfary to it : And that, in cafe the
Chriftian Religion be True, and it’s
Mpyfteries or other Articles divinely
Revealed ; ’tis not enough, for the
Confutation of any of them,to reject
the Expreflion, ¢kt >tis abov: Reafon,
but not comtrary to it as if it invol-
ved an unintelligible or groundlefs
Diftinction: For thdé This will not
cvince the Truth of a Myftery, fince
That mult be Eftahlifh’d upon its
proper Graounds and Arguments ; yet
1e will keep it from being Therefore
Ablurd or Falfe, becaufe it tranfcends
aqur Reafon: Since to dp {6, may be-
Jong aimoft indiiferently to a Chy-
merical Notion, and a Myfterious

'rl,.uthg
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Truth. And if the Expreflion be em-
ployed to jultify any thing, thar, thé
ftyl'd a Myftery, 1s but a pretended
Om. ; the Error will lye, not in the
Groundlefnefs of the Diftinétion, but
the Erroncoufnefs of the Applxca—
tion. Iam,

SIR,
Tour mrft &ec.

FINIS.
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To sy bononred Friend Sir R. M.

SIR,

Do not wonder, that a great
Soul, like yours, fhould enquire,

What afpect Religion, and par-
ticularly that of Chriftians, has
upon Greatncfsof Mind: But, I con-
fefs, I fomewhat marvel, that you
fheuld be put upon the Enqutry, by
the Sugchions of fucha Libertine as
Mr. V. NV.’s confidently pretending,
that his Acheiftical and Senfual Prin-
ciples are much more friendly, than
the Do&rines of Chriftianity, ¢to a
noble Frame of Mind. Wherefore
I dare not permit the Senfe I have of
my own Weaknefs, how great and
juit {oever, to kecep me from prefent-
ing you with my Thoughts ; and thz
rathcr, becaufe I prefume you are no¢
indifpofed to reccive a Satisfaltion 1
this Peint, fince ytgx feem to expcéE
3 it
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st from a Pen thac is no better than
mine 3 which, you well know, muft
not be,on this occafion,affifted by the
Arguments and Ornaments, that the
fine Sentences of the Fathers, and
other Divines and Hunianifts, might
afford to a Perfon that were at |ci-
furc, and furnifhed with a Library.
Yt I fhall not much, either excufe,
or deplore, my being {o ill accommo-
datcd for the Task you impofe upon
mes becaule as youfeem to defire but
my owa ‘Thoughts, fo I know not,
whetliér common Placc-books would
afford meany great Affiftance on fo
uncommon a Theme 5 and, I confcls,
thar, when ®:c Matter will bear it, 1,
as well as you, do lefs care for Autho-
rities, cfpecially taken trom Difcour-
fcs, defignedrather to Perfuade thad
Piove, 1n comparifon of thole Ar-
gumenzs,thar arc fugaelted by a due
Confideration ot the Nature ol the
Thioa.  RPutyet,lI priiome, youwill
readiiy give me leave to do that fre-
quently ensugh, which your Friend,
rernaps, will call Preaching. ll:or

. Lo
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befides that, your Dleflires, and my.
Hafte, confinc me to. the Bible and
my own Thoughts; the trequent Ci-
tation of Tcxts of Holy Scripture
is exated by the Nature of the Que-
ftion [ arn to handle: it being necel-
fary , for the evincing ot the Do-
&ines of Chrittiaeiry, not to be in-
cottfitkent wun Greatnefs of dlina,
that we ¢s well confider, What thofe
Doctrines are, which fure will Le
bellt declared by the Scripzural Texes
that contain them, «s What arc the
Attributes of Greatnefs of ilind.

A3 CHAP,
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CHAP. 1

O proceed then with fome
Method, as well as much Bre-
vity, I conceive, it will be no unfit
Way to come to a Refolution inour
Inquiry, ifI FF i;ﬂ fet down and enu-
merate the chiefeft Things, that, in
the cftimation of Intelligent Men,do,
asif they were fo many Ingredicnts,
make up what we call Magnanimity
or Greatnefs of Mind, That not being
a {ingle Starr, but a Conftellation of
elevated and radiant Qualities; and
then fhew, that Religion, cfpecially
That of the Chriftians,is,at leaft,con-
fiftext with each of thefe, if it do not
alfo promcte it. But in this Enume-
vation, thé I {hall, ex sbundanti, take
in fome Qualities, that are not Ef-
fential to Greatnefs of Bind, butra-
ther Acceflions roir; yet I fhall not
ferupuloufly diftinguifh thofe Things
that are neceflary to compleat it, and
Thofe that are partly fome of them
Sigps,
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Signs, and fome of them Effe@s of it;
hoping from your Equity, that thefe
additional Things wvill be thought
tomake full amends,if,through Hafte
or Miftake, I fhould chance to have
omitted any Property;, that you may
judge to belong.to the true Notion
of Generofity.

1 fhall, in the following Difcourfe,
take it for granted, ((and 1 hope I
need not tell you, that I do fo :hac
as we think not Mafons, but Jewel-
lers, fic to judgeof the Genuinenels
and Value of precious Stones; {oyou
will allow me to take the Notion and
Meafures of Greatnefs of Mind, not
from the Opinions of the Iniudlcxous
Vulgar,but the Judicious Eftimates of
Realon, improv’d by Philofophy, and
enlightn’d by Natural Theology.

I know, the undifcerning Multi-
tude, whofe Judgment {cems rather
lods’d in the Eye thanin the Brain,
when they hear Mcn name Great vef:
of M:#d, areapt to fancy Something,
jhat llkc. the Coronation of a ng
xs artended with Pomp and Splcn for,

A 4 and
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snd 3 numerous Traia of Gazers,and
the loud Acclamations of the Peo-
ple. : And, at leaft, when mention
1s made of an Heroick Soul, they ima-
gine, that it cannot be butin a great
Confimander, like a Roms» Emperor,
or a .Zartarian General, that leads
and defeats Armies, and deiolates
whole Countries, and leaves them
Peopled only with Carkafles. But
Reafon and Religion, that look on
Human things with Eyes untrou.
‘bled by thofe pompous Outfides that
dazle the Vulgar, can eafily feca
vaft Difference betwixt Greats v of
Fortune and Greatnefs of Atird. And
not only Chriftianity tcaches, that
Gd, who is no Henmcialas Relpe-
&er of Perfons, 4é#s 10 and 34 2 S,
14.and 14. Secs not Perfons as Man
Sees them s and that 4 thinz that is
Sublime amongft Mcs, may bean Alo-
wi:nation to Him : But Philolophers
themfelves can eafily diftinguith be-
twixt that real Greaza:fs, thattruly
belongs to the Man, and that The-
atrical onc,that Fortune may havean-

nexe
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next to his Condition. And, 146 they
pay a peculiar Honorand Relpcét to
great Virtue in Sovercigns, railer
than inSubjects,becaufec in the former,
tis more diffufively beneficial, and
cannot laft without refifting ftronger
Temptations ; yes, they do not think,
that a grcat Empirc always either
finds, or makes, a great Soul. And
if Dignities, how high focver, be at-
tain’d by mcan Submiflions, or weak
Actions, they think this extrinfecal
Greatnels can no more make a mean
Soul Great, than high Stiltscan make
a Dwarf a proper Man. Perhaps,
they look upon Mauny, who, for ma-
king a great Buftlcand Ncife in the
Wo:ll, are, by themfelves, and the
fhallow Vulgar, thought great Sji-
rits, butas Gnats, that are in them-
felves fmall and worchle(s Creatures,
and are really confiderablc for No-
thing, fave the Noife and the Stings
wherewith they are abie to difturb
Mens Reit.  Thar lacky Moaarch,
that overcame fo great a Part ofthe
then known World, and cunjuerl
. Country s
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Countrys, fafter than one would have
thought he could have travell’d over
them, has this Chara&er given ofhis
ftupendious Exploits, by the Roman
Hiftorian, that all he had done, was,
That he durft well defpife defpicable
things. Andin a Poetof the fame
Nation, this is his Elogy,

Feelix Terrarum Predo non utile mundo,
Editus Exemplum.

And if fuch Perfons as They, had fo
little Refpeét for fogreat a Monarch,
that was a lawful Sovereign; what
Liberty, think you, do Philofophers
allow themfelves, who fo little va-
lue the Favourites of Fortune, for
their being {o that even fpch as
thofe profperous Ufurpers, Phocas,
&e. that her Fonduels, and the Ap-
plaule of a Multicude, (as blind, per-
haps,as She is painted ) have feared
in the Throne ; Philofophers ,in their
Thoughts, doas wclldoom to a Scaf-
fold, as Religion does to Hell,  And
certainly , True Greataefs of Mind

muft
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muft be fomething that both Refides
in the Soul, and 1s Pesfetive of ic;
neither of which Properties belong
toany thing that Fortune can beftows
and all that outward Greatne/s can
do, is not to make aSoul Great, but
to afford one that is, the opportunity
of fhewing itfelf to be fo. 4nd all
thefe Submiffions and Refpells that
Cuftom, or Fear, or Intereft make
Men pay to thofe, whom, only their
Titles,or their Places,or their Power
makes Great ones, do as littlc argue
or increafe the real worth of thofcen-
vied Perfons,as the ftanding for more
than formerly in an account, .turns
a Brafs Counter into Silver or Gold.
And as no lefs skill in Arit hmetick
is requir’d, to Multiply, & ¢, athou-
fand Farthings than a thoufand Gui-
nea’s, thd one of the latter, be worth
almoft a thoufand of the formcers {0
the ordering or difpofing of all things
according to the beft Rules, and at-
ter the beft manner they are capable
of, may argue no lefs Greatn fi of
Mird in a private Man, than is ex-

ercis™d
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creiv’d by a Great Monarch, in thofe
Attionsthat attral the Eyes, and bu-
fic the Tongucs, of Nations. Andasit
ulually fjpeaks a Man a better Artilt
to makc a Pocket-Watch, than a
great Town-Clock, all the Advan-
tage the later has of the former, con-
fifting in the Greatnefs of the Mat-
ter thatis wrought, and not that of
the S8kill, that is difplay’d: So it
jomctimes happens, that thofe Pro-
dultions of Virtue argue a greater
Soul, that make, by far, a lefler Shew
and Noife. And you may remcm-
ber, not only, that Secratss, not-
withftanding his private, and even
necefltrous, Condition, was by the
Oracle prcferr’d to all the Grecisns,
when Greece was the Theatre of ge-
nerous Minds: Bur, that a far truer
Oracle than That of Delpkes, pro-
nounc’d the poor Widows Mind,
and Circumftincss, to have .made
her Mite a greater Liberality, than
‘all chat the Rich Man

Muk Xt a3. had betow'd upon the
Coiban. And it is the

Scnrence
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Sentence of no }\'orfea Prov. XVI. 2.
Judge than Sklomon.

Lec us not then from the mean
Norions of the Vulgar, and the fond
Opinions of common Souls, talke our
Eftimartes of fo fublime and extraor-
dinary aQuality,as Gressn f5 of dlind.
I'or many Things.to which they give
not only their Approbation, but
their Applaufe, are, and ought to be,
as little cltcem’d, if they be con-
demn’d by the Wife, asa picce of
Brals Moancy, that has long paft cur-
rant among the Pcople, ought tobe
thought good Gold, when Rehuers
and Say-mafters have declar’d ic
countcrfeit. And if youask me,What
Notion then of Greatncfs of Misd, |
am willing to allow, I fhall freely
tell yon, thar, in my apprehenfion,
the Man that has a Greaz Mind, ishe
that ufes his utmoft moral Diligence
to findout w hat are thebeft 1hings
hecan do, and then, without Leing
deterr’d Ly Dangers, or dilcourag’d
by Difficultics, does refolurely and
ftcadily perfue them as faras his Abi-

lity
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lity and Opportunities will ferve;
and This out of an Internal Princi-
ple of Love to God and Man, and
with a fincere Aim, to Glorify the -
one, and Benefit the other.

CHAP IL

U T, before I defcend to Parti-
culars, it will not be amifs to
take notice of one Confideration,that
may, in general, make it probable,
That the Chriftian Religion is ra-
ther favourable, than oppofite, to
truc Magnanimity. That thisArgu-
ment may make {omewhat the more
Impreffion, I fhall, thé very briefly,
obferve that the Afpe&ts, both of the
Author,the R ules,the Aims,or Scopes,
and the Rewards of Virtue, as ’tis
secommended by Chriftianity, have
a great and dire¢t cendency to Elevate
it, and make it Herojck,

And
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And fr2, the prime Author of the
Doétrine of the Gofpel being GO D
himfelf, who both knows Man per-
feltly, and is mentioned in Scripture
as a ®mndvipemes, Or Lover
of Mankind; ’is but Tr, 1I1. %
reafonable to fuppolc,
that the Doftrines and Laws he
caufed to be folecmnly delivered to
Mankind, and confirmed by Mira-
cles, and whofe Syftem is, in the
Apocalypfe ,  honoured
with the Title of Zhe Revel, XTV. &
Everlafting Gofpel, (i.e.)
not to be luccceded by amore perfett
Inftitution, as the Mofaick Law was
by That; fhould be fitted to beget
and advance folid and {ublime Vir-
tue, and be more, than any other In-
fticution, Perfeltive of Human Na-
ture.

Next, the Rules, and (if there be
any {fuch) the Counfels ot the Chri-
ftian Religion require, and tend to,
extraordinary degrecs of Virtue:1he
Divine Legiflator, being able to look
into the Hearts of Mcn, makes his

Laws
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Laws reach Thofe, and Thofe princi-
pally, too. The loving GOD with all
onr Fearts, with al} onr Minds, &c.
and onr Neighbour as our felves, as
comprehenfive as thofc two grand
Principles of Virtue are, is by our
Saviour made the Summary of the
Moral l.aw, and adopted 1nto- the
Gofpel ; the cleanfing -rmr]')/élfves from
all Filthine(s,ooth of Flefp
f%j:ﬂ.”ng and Spirit; and the aé-
T fRaininz from all kind, or
appearance,of Evil, are thc Negative
Parts of the Chriftians Duty ; and for
the Pofitive Parts, wearc plainly told,
That unlefs oxr Righteoufnefs exceed
that boafted onc of the
Math. V. 20. Scribés. and Pharifees, we
Jball not enter imto the
Kingdom of Heav:nr. Weare urged
to grow in Grace, to add
2 Por. IIT 'g' 20 our Faith, Virtue, and
° 7 toThat,a whole Train of,
excellent Qualities. And, for. fear’
any fuch thing fhould be thought to.
be purpofely omitred, becaule left
unmentioned, this general Exhorta-
tion
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tion is given us ; Finally,
my Brethren, whatfoever PpPhil. . 8.
things are true, c. But r
there is yer a more afpiring Path of
Virtue trac’d us cut in the Gofpel,
where it propofes to us the Example
of Chrift, as One, whofe Steps we
are to tread in: For not only that
Divine Perfon never com- .
mittedany Sin,neitherwas 1 Pee. I 22,
Guile fcund ia his Mouths
but the Supreme and Omniicient
Judge,God Himliclfe, Declared, by a
Voice from Heaven,his full Approba-
tion both of his Perfon and his Do-
&trine, when be faid, 7 b4
is my belcv.d Son, in whorn: Mar. VFILs!
I ame well pleafecd, hear be
him. Aand his Sinle(s Life, which
wasa Living Law, did not only fur-
pafs the Examples,but even the Pre-
cepts and the Idea’s too, of the Hea-
then Moralifts and Philofophers, as
may be elfewhere fhewn. And the
becoming a ferious Difciple of fo
Perfet and Divine a Teacher, docs

itfcdt fo engage a Man to renounce
B his
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his former Vices, that
Rom. XIIL 14. when Sr. Panl had dif-
fuaded his Romans from
divers other Vices, inftead of exhort-
‘ingthem to the contrary Virtues in
‘particular, he only defires them, in
general, 7o put on the Lord fefus
‘Chrift, as a comprehenfive Durty,
which contain’d in it all the Virtues,

he declin’d to enumerate.

" Thirdly, but thé hecalls us to high
Degrees of Virtue, yet he does not
to Unattainable ones. For, thé Phi-
Iolophy wilely forbore, thé nor al-
ways 1o commeund, yet to injoyn,
things difproportionate to Human
Infi rmities; yer, he may well be al-
low’d to engage us to more than Hu-
man Virtues, that by his Divine Af-
fittances, if they be duly fought, is
always rcady toinable us to acquire
and pra&ife Them. Of
Fo'nl. 16. his Fulnefs fays St.Fobn,
Wehave all received,and
Grace for Grace 5 (i. ¢.) either Graces
anf{werable to His,as the F'aculties of
a Child’s Mind , are to Thofe of a
Perfclt
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Perfe&k Mans or, Grace npon Graces
(7.e.) an Accumulation of GraceS
heaped upon oncanothers which may
keep you from =<vondring, that S-.
Pau/ fhould dare to f{ay,
T hat bhe could do all things Phil- W, 13.
thorow Chrift that ffrength-
ned him. Andwhere his Invitations
meet with an honeft and a willing
Mind, his Commands do not only
Chaulk out the Way, but Give
Strength to walk in it 5 and he ufu-
ally,does by his Spirit,{uch a kind of
Work, as he fometimesdid miracu-
loufly by his Power,
when he at once bid, Mas.9.6.
and enabled, a Paraly-
tick Perfon that wanted Strength to
{tir from his Bed, to rife and walk.
And when, having commanded §+.
Peter vo walk to hm rpon
the Sea, be enabled him fe- Has. XiF.29.
curely to tread mpon the
Waves ; therecby Approving and Re-
warding the excellent Notion that
Difciple had, That the Command
of Chriff was a fuficient Caufle ro

B 2 pot
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put him upon A&tion +hd a Mira-
cle were rcquifite to carry hu,. tho-
row with it. - '

Fourthly, The Rewards propos’d
to Virtue and Piety, by the Chrytran
R-ligior, do exceedingly tend tondhi-
mate and heighten 'rhem ; whe:her
we confider the Recompences the
Gofpel propounds in this Life, or
thofl; that it prowmifes in the Next.
The great prefent Rewards of Vir-
tue, are, you know, the Approbati-
on of Good Men, and tlic Applaufe
of a Man’s own Conicicnce. The
Firft of thefe is as well attainable by
Chriftian Hero’s, as by any other;
for Viitue lofes neither its Worth,
nor Amiablenefs,by being Baptiz’d ;
and thd in fome Times and Places
lefler Degrees of it may be difregar-
ded, or rtraduc'd, yet, generally
fpeakin;;, the greater Degrees ofit
will either invite, or extort, Mens
Etcem. Among the Roman Perfe-
cutors, the exemplary Lives and
Conftancy of the Primitive Chrifti-
ans, brought it to be Proverbiall

faid,
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=id, Zhat fuch a Man wos a good
Aan, fsving thet hewas a Chriftians
aad, Svei Corif' ani mortés contemp-
¢ar.v, was ufially in Heathen’s
M.ouzhs. There aredivers Qualsties,
ani th={C more pri3’d by the Chri-
ft:an, than any other,Inftituticn,that
have in then ‘o rruch of Naiive
Lovelinefs thar o». Pasl might juft-
I[,V fayot tneri, 7has He that excreifes
i elf in thew, 7y G€s
nerally fpeating , burdh Rom. ATV.a8,
ceptable o God, ind ao-
prov'dby M ». Nor :‘id thofe Vir-
tues that recommendecd the Great
Conflantine , whillt he was a Gen-
tile, lofe their Luflre, or the Ve-
neration they procured him, when
he turn’d Chriftian, and praQis’d
them with higher Aims, than that
of fatisfying Him{clf,and pleafing his
People.

And as for the Reward of a good
Conficicnce, whichwas able to make
Hercnles undergo all his Lators; and
made all the other Hero’s of the Gen-
tile World ; I think, it will not Le

B3 doubted,
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doubted, but that this inward Re-
compence is received, not only with-
outany Defalcations, but with great
improvements, by him, whofe Vir-
tues flow from Religion. For, to
him the Applaufes of Conicience
may well be more acceptable than all
the various forts of Mufick, that So-

lemn:z’d the Dedication
Dan. 1. 7.  of N bughadvezar’s Gol-

den Image, finceinhim
Conf{cience daes not, as in merc¢ Na-
tural Men, aét only the Part of a
Domeftick Judge, but Thatofa De-
legate fromGod himfelfsand its Abfo-
lutions are lefs we¢lcome , astheyare
Approbations of Reafon, than as
they are the Pledges of Gods Accep-
tance, and of that highsr Reward
that will be confequent to it in the
Life to come.

For thefe Joys, that are plac’d on
theother fide of the Grave,are much
the Nobleft part of the Recompence
of Virtue, and proportionable In-
citements to the Pragica of it ; and
yet, on the sccount of future Re-

wards,
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wards, the Chriftian has much grea-
ter Motives to Heroick Virtue, than
the Heathen Moralilt, or Philofo-
pher. For, thc pofthume State of
Man is o dim and uncertain, that
we find cven the greateit Men, a-
mong the Heathens, fpeak very
doubzfully, and not without Ifs and
Ands, of a future State, and much
more of a future Happinefs, as may
be inftanc’d in Socrate., Cyrus, Sc-
neca, and many others; {0 that they
rather feem’d to have Wifh’d, or
Hop’d, than Reliev'd, their future
Felicity: And, 1 fear, that many of
them, finding that happy State de-
ferib'd chielly by the PPoets, reckon’d
it amony Poctick Titions. And
thofc ,that did, though but wave-
ringly, expe€t Recompences in the
Life to Come, had bur pcor and
mean Idea’s fuggefted o them ofits
the Hopes thcy were entertain’d
with, being of Fortunatc Iflandsarid
the Elyfian Fields, which are not o
Tranfcendent as to make a diffident
Man very forward to quic the Gar-

B 4 dens
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dens of Epicurus, that he has here
in Poflefflion , upon the doubtful
hopes of other Gardens in Elyfiuns.
Whereas, to excite the Chriftian to
an Heroick Degree of Virtue, he is
not allow’d to Hope, but Cox:man-
ded to be intirely Confident of pafiing
out of this World into a Place, to
which the Pocts Elfium is much
more Inferior, thanthe Po{feffion of
a Garden 1s to That of an Empire.
Toatrempt the Delcription of that
Cceleftial Happinefs, would be, con-
trary to my Inclination, to launch
out into a Common Place ; and were
a Work, that if my Hafte did not,
my Difability would, diffuade me
from : And therefore, thonzhitbea
State made up of the Confluence of
all fort of Things rationally De-
fireable ; yet, having only faid in
general of all the other Goods that it
comprizes, that the Scripture tells
us, Lhat Eye bas not Seen, mor Lar
’ Heard, nor the IHeart of

x Cor.IL 9. Man Conceiv’d,what Ged
' bas laid up for them that
2ar

« @
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Fear bim: I {hall particularly take
notice only of thofc Parts of this In-
cftimable Reward, that may peculi-
arly concern my prefent purpofe, by
being the chief Things that Heroick
Souls are wont to Afpire too; a
Good Name, Honour, and Dignity.

To have a Good Name for Good
A&tions, cannot but be a very defire-
able Thing, the Applaufe of Wifecand
Good Men, being a loud Eccho from
without, that, by repeating it, con-
firms thc Approbation given by the
Confcience within.  But though to
do Virtuous and Worthy Afions be
the beft and likelieft way ofacquiring
a Good Name, yet "tis not a cerrain
onc: For, fuchis the Ignorance, the
Malice, or the Enmity of a grcat ma-
ny, that no Man is fure to efcape be-
ing Mif-reprefented,or Traduc’d ; as,
we fee,that the Sublimity,the Bright-
nefs, and the regular Courfes of the
Stars themfelves, could not hinder
wanton Poets, or fanciful Aftrono-
mers, from giving thofe Luminous
Conlftcllations the Names not onI};‘

C

205

Pigiizedby Teleios Ministries



( 24)

oF the .Nobler Beafts, as the Lyon,
the Eagle, and the Whale; but cven
of Animals that lie under an ill
Name, as the Dog, the Goat, and
the Scorpion. And though it be true,
that oftentimes Innocency long
Clouded, do=s, likeLightning,break
out at laft; yet oftenumestco, that
huppms not txll Malice and Envy are
D:ad, becauie the maligoed Perfon
is o5 by which means h: does not
Live to know heis juitified ; and ma-
ny, if not all, of thofc mifinform’d
Men are Dead and gone for whofe
good Opinion he was chiefly con-
cern’d. But zhouzbh the Chriftian
may, as well as any other, be Tra-
duc’d by Calumny, which often
ferves gocod Men, (as the [eathen
Perfecuters did the Martyrs, when
they expofed them to the Peoples
view, cloath’d in the Skins of Bealts,
to makechem hideous and hateful ;)
set heis jultly cheared by the Affu-
rance he has, that there will come a
Time when oppreft and disfigur’dIn-
nocency fhall fhine forth and tri-

umph,
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umph, and his good Name, as well
as his Body, fhail have a Glorious
Refurre&tion, even in the Sight of
his Accufers and Enemies, and of
all thofc whom their Slanders did
either prevail with, or ftartle. For
at that great and gencral Aflize,
to whichthere {hall be a far greater
Confluence, than the 4f-
fyrian NMonarch drew to DanIL
the Pl:ins of Babylon, the
Hercick Difciples of the Apoftles
will be able to fay, upon happier
terms than the Apo-
ftles themfelves did 1 Cor 9.
bere below, that they
arc made a Spectacle to God, to An-
gels and to M-n. And in that II-
luftrious Affembly , of
the Firft Born, whofe Heb.JX1lL2,3.
Names are written in /
H:aven, being prefent, the Men, not
only of all Nations, but of all Ages
too, the Vizards fhall be as well
taken off, as the Mafques; and
the formerly traduc’d Saints, hc-
ing welcom’d with the Title of
Geod
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Good and Faithful Scr-
Matt XAV2E: o) imts, thal! folemnly be
acquitted by thc Sentence, no: of a
Fallible, or partial, Judge, but of en

Infinite and Supremne
Fer. V1L 10.  QOne, That fearches the

Hearts and Reins, and
cannot be Deceiv’d or Brib’d ; and, to
be {ure, that the injur’d Saint {ha'l
come off with Honour enough, he
fhall then be Abfolv’d by being
Crown’d.

This Celeftial Crown compre-
hending,in the Scripture Diale&,both
the remaining Parts of the Chrifti-
ans Reward, Houovr and Digniry,
or Glory, and Preferment; 1t will
be pertinent to mention fome Advan-
tages that giveitan high Preference
about the Crownsor Monarchs here
below.

And Firft, Earthly Crowns may
fomtimes be the Fruirs and Recermn-
pences of Worth and Virtue, but
are not at all the proofs of them.
They are ufually the Gifts of Na-
ture, and, not unfrequently, of For-

tune ;
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tunes and Hiftory gives us caufe to
wifh, rhey were mcre {eldom the
Acquifts of Crimes. But the Cele-
ftial Crowns proclaim, thé not the
Merit, the Worth of them that re-
ceive them, being never adjudg’d
but to Such, whom previous Graces
and Virtues have firred and qualified
for the Inherizance of the
Saints in’ Lighr. Col. I 12.

Befides, as an Earthly
Crown may be acquir’d without Me-
rit, fo it may be poffefs’d without
Happinefs. And if Crimes be made
Steps to a Throne,they prove {o ma-
ny Thorns to him that fits on ic, who
is there a more THuftrious, not a lefs
cormented, Malefaétor. The Sublimi-
ty ofa Throne, as little as the Heighe
of a Scaftold, keeping a Criminal
Perfon from feeling the punifhments
inflited on him there.  As may ap-
pcar by the inftancc
of Herod Agripp;; , AsXIL 2y,
whofe Throne, and
gliftering  Habit-, which Fofephus
takes notice of, thd they procur’d
him,
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him not only the Acclamations, but
Adorations, of the dazled Multirude,
could pot protet him from the in-
cens’d Juftice of anhigher King than
he; fo that whilft others treated bim
as a God, he found himfelf one of
the moft miferable of Men, and was
fain to haften froma Seat, which oc-
cafion’d,but could not proteét,his Im-
piety. Buta Cceleftial Crown, asitis
gracioufly beftowed for the Supream
Recompence of Virtue, and on that
account may be called a Crome of
Rigbteonfnefs; {0 it always.proves
a Blcffing as infeparable from Happi-
nefs, as a Thing is from it felf. The
Crowns of this World, by the very
advantage of beingHereditary,fhew,
that they cannot preferve the Poflef-
fors from Death. Butthe Crown, I
{peak of, is by the Divine Beftower
of 1t, called, A Crowsn

Rev. I. 10. of Life; and of it, in
re{pe&tof other Crowns,

may be truly {aid, what Solomonfaid
of Wifdom , in reference to other
Goods,
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Goods, That ¢he Excel-
lency of it is, thar it p.lyiL ga.
gives Life to the owner
thereof. And though Earthly Crowns
be fuch Tranficory Things, that we
may obferve, thateven
the Four great Monar- opun 11
chies of the World were
by God reprefented to Neéuchadnezar,
bur as partsof a Dream, whereas the
Kingdompromis’d to Chriftians,is cal-
led in the Scripture, 4
Kirgcom 1hat cannot be irs. xir. 23.
moved , as the Believers
Crown is, 1n oppofition to tholt fa-
ding Crowns of Lawrel, that a-
dorn’d the Heads of the Roman Con-
querors, called an wswi-
thering Crown of Glory: 1 pe v, g,
As if the Lawrel plac’d
on the Chriftians Head, could grow
and flourifh in the Wreath, better
than itdid on the Tree. ,
" Butall that I have yer faid is Infe-
rior to this laft Prerogarive of the
Ccaleftial Crown, that it does not
only confer a relative Dignrity or

Pre-
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Preeminence, but an effential Worth
and Excellency ; as if the Diamoadds,
which adorn’d that Crou p, fhould
impart their own Spark'ingnefs,
Tranfparency, and Incorrupribility,
to the Perfon thar wears 1e. ‘The
higheft Preferments here below d¢
raife a Man above others, without
raifing him above himfelf. By being
at the top of a Ladder, a Man comes
to an higher Station,but is not really
taller than he was ; and a Vane,by
being plac’d on the top of the high-
eft Stecple, t¢ not from Iron turn’d
into Gold or Silver, but remains’ ftill
of the fame bafe Mertal it was, and
1s but 2 Weather-Cock, and fo the
Sport of the Winds. But 'a Cezle-
ftial Crown is always attended with
a Perfonal Improvement,befitting fo
high a Dignity. The Hecavenly
Coronation has a Virtue likeThat of
the Unétion of Sax/, who, upon his
being madeKing,was in-~
abled to Propbec andwas i Sam. X 6.
turr'd into an other Man. .
And the Refemblance holds in this

100y
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too, that Chrift is faid,
to have made his Re- Renr.
deemed oncs, not only
Kings, but Priefts s0 God and his F "a-
ther, as if the Kingly Dignity were
not cnough, unleis the Sacred Chad-
ralter.of a Prieftly Office were ad-
ded. Congruoufly to which, §t. Pe-
ter calls Cériftians,in ge-
neral, a Royal Prieff- 1Pu.Ilg.
hood ; the Undcrftand-
ing, thc Will, the Afic&ions, are
all refin’d and elevated ; and the ve-
ry Body itfelt is transformed intoa
Spmtual Body. As if the Glorify’d
Soul did fhine, withan undxmmxﬂl d
Splendor,through its happily chang’d
Manfion. And we may well {fuppolc,
that this will be a Bright and Noblc
Stru€ture, if we remembcr, that the
Angcls, who, in their Appariticns to
('ood Men, were wont to be very
carcful not to frighten them, did yet
appcar with a Ma)uhrh Splendor;
and that Angel that the
Apoftles faw in our Sa- Mes."
.viours Sepuichre is re-

C
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prefented, as a young Man cloathed
in a long white and f(hi-

Luke XX1V.4-  ping Garmert. And we
are told by &z. Pax/,that,

in the futyre State,

Phil1l.21.  our wile Bodies (ball be
transform’d  into  the

likewefs of his Gloriows Body; and
how Glorious it isinHeaven, we may
Euefs, by what it was at his Trani-
iguration here on Earth, during
which, the Scripture relates, Thas
his Face did (bine as the

Matt: XVIL2. ~ Sun, and bis Raiment
- was white as the Light.

And of Mofes and Elizs, thé they
came to fpeak to him of his Death,
’tis added by Sv. Luke,

Luke IX. 38, That they alfo appear’d
in Glory. -And fince

our Saviour has aflured us, That rhofe
fball be acconnted worthy

Maet. XX11.30.  of that Stare, fhall be
like, or equal tothe An-

gels 5 And thar then the

Mit, 13.43. Righteoss - fhsll [bine
like the Suninthe Kings

Ao
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donm of their F ather , who knows,
but that the Transfigur'd Soul and
Body of fome happy Saint may bz
as Glorious a Sight, as that which ap-
pear’d to s¢. Johr in the Apocalyps,
when he faw an Angel
[fainding in the Sun? 1f Rev.XIX17.
it be faid, that thefe dre | "
very bold Hjyperbolies, 1 hope the
Texts, I have mention’d, will keep
them from feeming altogether
groundlefs Conceits. And, when a-
mong other excellent Prerogatives,
that our Saviour promifcs the per-
fevering Beleivers, Onc is, Zhat be
will give them Power ‘
over the Nations, and Rev.IL 26,27
to Rule them with a
Rod of Iron ;, andthe Other, which
may well be the laft; is expreft in
thele words. Tv him thar overco-
meth, will Iyranttofic -
with me in my Throge, Rev. 3.21.
even as I evercame, and
ans f[et down with my Father in bi
Tlyone. And thé 1 readily yield,
that thefe Expreflions arc not to be
C = ftriltly
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ftritly y and literally, taken; yet,

when I confider the infinite Power,
and Goodnefs, of God; and that, for
ought we know, he may have num-
berlefs Dominions, and Setts of Go-
vernable Creatures, that we are yet
ftrangers too ; I think, God’s Attri-
butes, and Chrift’s Expreflions, may
warrant us to expect amazing things
from him that is Able, and has De-
clar'd himfelf Willing, to do for us
| above what we can ask,or,
E®h.3.20.  in our prefent State, {0
) much as rhink. And,at
leaft, that will be allow'd me, which
I drive at in this Celebration of our
future Happinefs, that the Chrifti-
an Religion, by propofing f{uch ine-
{ftimable Rewards, prefents Delei-
verswith far higher Motives to He-
roick Virtue, than Morality, or Phi-
lofophy, can afford other Men.

Advertifce
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Advertfement.

He Author being defir'd to add

yet fomething to the forezoing
Difconrfes, to give the Book they make
Parts of, a Thicknefs more proportio-
nate 10 its Largene(s , be did among o-
ther Papers of his, that be turn'd over
in Compliance with that requeft, light
upon an Epiftolary Difconrfe, which by
its very being unfiuifl’d, feensd ( by
reafon of its fhortnefs) themore fit to
ferve the prefent turn.  For this Tralk
haviag been drawn up in a Countrey,
whence the Author was obligd to re-
move, before he had made any confide-
rable Progrefs in his Work s bhe was
eafily indnc’d to put it up in a Bundle
of other Writings, which, like this,
were laid afide till he [bould be at much
leifure to compleat them. DBut upon
the newly mention’d occafion, finding
that among divers loofe and leffer Me-
moirs, that haz been thrown togftbe,:r
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2r order to vhe defign’d Treatife, theve
were 15 or 20 Pages ar the beginning
that were Coberent enough ; he was con-
tent they (bould attend the Chriftian
Virtuofo, becaufe of the affinity of the
things defign'd iw both the Papers;
which being o recommend the Chriftian
Religion to worthy Souls, >twas congru-
ous enough that a Difcourfe which
fbews, That the Chriftian Religion may
very well confift with a Philofopbick
-Genius ; fbonld be accompany’d by ano-
ther that tends to manifeft, That Great-
nefs of Mind, which comprizes uncom-
mon degrees of Virtue, is ot only Con-
fitent with Chriftianity, but may be
‘highly Promoted by it. Thofe that re-
JfleCt on this Aim, will not (tis hop'd)
2hink 1t ffrange, that the Style is a lit.
tle Rais'd ; fince tho’ the Subjed be
Theolcgical, yet the Writer, (who was
tiiez2 many Xears Yonnyer thsn he now
is) biing a Perforn of Homonr, aud
writing for a Noble Geutleman, mwho,
like himf lf, was a Laywsan ; ’twas
thenght not only Allowadle but Fit, that
she Style fhould nor be altogetner us-

‘ N JC‘H.I able
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Juitable to the Subject and tothe Aim :
which was to make Impreffions on an -
Infirions Perfon, not by dry Precepts,
or Langnid Difcourfes, but by exciting
him to Heroick Virtue, by the Nobleft
Patterns and Ideas, arnd the moft mo-
ving Incentives, be could propofe.

And tho’ the Difcouragements lately
mention’d, and (ince increas'd by the
Authors not being able to find fome of.
the principle Materials he had, in loofe
Sheets, provided for the following D:f-
courfe 5 oblige him to [lay afide the
thoug bts of Compleasing it 5 yet becanfe
*tis wery poffible that fome Elevated Soul
may have a Mind to profecute the de-
[izn, or Cultivase fo noble 2 S@jelt ;
he thought it not amifs ( aslittle Sam-
ples of his Dlethod or Way of Treating
it ) to Subjoyi tothe greater Fragment,
befides the Index of the Heads of Dif-
courfe, intended for the Firft Pare,
5 or 6 Leffer Fragments that be lighted
ony, whilft Lewas [eeking for fome Pa-
pers belonging to the fame Trac¥, thar
(bould have been, but weve not, found
in thiir Company.

C 4 CHAP,
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CHAP IIL

rint Frg- "0 have high Aims and Noble

g Defigns, is fo Genuin a Mark,
and Effe&t of Greatnefs of Mind,
that there is not any more generally
acknowledged ; infomuch that Am.
bition, tho! it be but a Depravation
or a Counterfeit of this Heroick
frame of Mind, does yet fa dazzle
the Eyes of the greater part of Men,
as to pafs for Magnanimitys; and
INoble Actempts do oftentimes, cven
whea they fail of Succefs, not mifs
of Eftdn, |

—— Mugnis tamen excidit anfis,

was mcant far an Ewncominm by him
that faidic. And I remember thag
ane of the Ancients reckons it among
the Giories of that Great Captain,
Buniibal, who long fuccefsfully dif
puted, v ith the Romans, the Empire
of the World, that he refidved 19

b B-.‘j'."egc
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Befiege Rome, tho’ he never prov’d
able to lead his Army within the
Sight of her Walls.

Now, as to have Elevated Aims
15 one of the chief Signs, and indeed
Parts, of an Heroick temper of
Mind 5 fo, there are no men that
feem to me to have Nobler and Sub-
limer Aims, than Thofe to whicha
true Chriftianis Encouraged ; fince
he afpires to no lefs things than to
pleafe and glorify Go.l ; to promere the
Good of Mankind ; 10 smprove, as far
as 3 poffible, his Perfonal Exccllncies
i this Life ; and to fecure to himfe'f
for ever a gloriowus and bappy Condi-
tion in the next,

CHAPD IV

N E of'the grand Difficulties, seoni Fre.
that he,who would be highly mens.
Virtuous, muflt expedt to furmount
and Conquer, efpecially in fuch a
Degccnerous age, as ours, 15 the
Temptation that is afforded by the

b ] .
i
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Univerfality of vitious Cuftoms and
Examples. 1 wifh ’twere ncedlefs,
{olicitoufly to prove,either how great
an Influence Examples, efpecially
bad ones, have on the generality of
Men ; or how general bad Examples
have been in moft Ages, and in par-
ticular in That we live in. The
Scandal given by bad Examples, tho’
it be one of the moft obvious Temp-
tations, is none of the leaft dange-
rous. For Intereil, Bathfulnefs, and
that veryComplaifance and Civility,
that is fo ufually found in well-bred,
or good-Natur’d, Perfons, makes
them very unwilling to offend or
difoblige the Company they live
with ; and whom they have feveral
Inducements rather to pleafe and
gratify by imitation and compliance,
than racitly to reproach by Noncon-
formity to their Sentiments, and
Praltices. And, in efle@, we find,
that many that could not be per-
verted by the Frowns and Threatsof
the Viticus, have been Debauch’d

by their Company and Example.
Agamft
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Againft this powerful Temptation,
Religion ftrongly arms it’s Hero,
both by Precepts and Precedents.
Thou (balt not follow a Multitude to
do Evil, wasthe Exprefs Command
of the Mofaic Law. Say not thos a
Confederacy to all, to whom this People
fbal [ay a Confederacy, was the Com-
mand of God to his Prophet. Our
Saviour makes it an Argument to
diffuade his Difciples from an anxi-
ous Solicitude about Meat and Drink
and Cloathing, that after all thefe
things the Genmtiles (which arc by
far the moft numerous part of Man-
kind) do feek. And, upon the fame
ground, he cndeavours in the {ame
Divine Sermon upon the Mount to
keep thom from Vain Repetitions in
Prayer. And, whercas it may {cem
an Immodefty todare todiflent trom
others,that vaftly furpafs us in num-
ber 3 the Heroick Conquercr of Ca-
nzan {peaks thus to the whole Dody
of the Vi&torious Jewifh Nation,
that they may chocle to ferve whom
they thought fit, and worfhip either
S the
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the Gods whom their Fathers ferveds
or thofe Worfhipp’d by the Neigh-
bouring Nations, but as for me and
msy Houfe, we Will ferve the Lovd,
Be yon not conformed to this World,
fays St.Pasl. And another Apoftle,
fpeaking of himfelf and the true
Chriftians of his time, fcruples not
to affirm it paffionately
androundly, Weknow , john, s.9.
that we are of God, and
the whole World lies in Wickednefs.
Nor docs Religion furpifh us with
Precepts only, to difobey Cuftom, and
Example, but with Precedents too,
of which there arc Three {o illuftri-
ous, that I know not how to pafs
them by, TheFirft is afforded by
Lot, who lived in a place, that was
grown {0 Proverbial for the Height
of Wickednefs, that to aggravate
their Sins by the moft Hyperbolical
Comparifon, we muft liken them to
themfelves s and they were grown
{o wicked, that ina place where an
admirable Plenty, and an unbounded
Libertinifme could not but make
them
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them very populous, there could not
be found half a Score of good Men,
the generality of that curfed People
being fallen {o much not only from
Virtue, but from commen Honefty,
that they did not reftrain themfelves
fo much, as to Human Vices. And
yet, even the Sins of Sodoms, which
cryed {o loud as to reach Heaven,
and bring down Fire and Brimnftone
from thence, difturbed Los’s Quiet,
withoutr deftroying his Innocence,
and an Apoftle affures us, that, that
juft Man was bur vex’d with the fil-
thy Converfation of the wicked, not
prevail’d with in the leaft to imitase
it.

The Next Inftance of a Religious
Couragg,inflexible to bad Examples,
is aftorded us by the three Friends of
Daniel, who, at the great Solemnity
of the Dedication of Nebrchadnezars
Golden Images when they had, be-
fides that great and ftern Monarchs
Command, the Example not only of
many Men but many Nations, anda
morc numerous Affembly of Perfons,
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confiderable for Quality and Digni-

ty, than the World ever faw before

or fince, fingly oppofed their Naked

Conftancy to the haughty Tyrants

Menaces; and the proftrate World's

Example. And yet thefe Men were

Courtiers, bred among that fupple

fort of fine Creatures, that were as

accuftom’d to bow their Confciences,

as their Knees,to their proud Matfter.

They had not only Lives to lofe,

but the chief Dignities of the Pre-

vince of Babylon, then the Queen of
Nations. And they could not upon .
their refufal quitthe ftatelieft Palace

in the World, without immediately

changing it for a burning Fiery Fur-

nace.

The Laft Inftance I {hall name;and
the moft illultriousthat can be named,
is, thatI am fupplicd with by Nosb,
he lived in an Age, in which there
were as many Hainous Sinners al-
moft as thiere were Men, thé Vice
has generally had a Benjamins Por-
tion, in the Diftribution of Mankind’
betwixt-It and Virtue; yet, Merhu-

[ald

226

Pieiizedby Teleios Ministries



( 45 )

Jala excepted, the Inequallity was
grown fuch, as gave Vice rather a
Monopoly than a Share of Men ; or if
a Diftribution were to be admitted,
’twas {uch a one, as That made of
Sanl and his Army, when all the
ople were on one fide, and only
e and Jonathan on the other: ’Tis
ftrange, that when the World was {o
recent, that many,that were then a-
live might remember and converfe
with one, that for two hundred
Yearsliv’d contemporary with Adam,
( for fo we may gather Methufala to
have done ) Men fhould {o {oon for-
get all Sentiments of Piety. But yet
in Noah’s time, the World could not
be compared to its prefent State,
where thd it be Night in one place,
’tis Day inanother; but to the ftate
of Zobun va Bohu, or the firft Chaos,
where Darknefs was over the face of
the Univerfal Deep. For the Scrip-
ture tells us, Zhat all
Gen. 6.12.  Flefb bhad corrmpted his
way spon the Farth, that
every Imagination of the shoughts of
Mans
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Mans Heart was only evil continnally.
And tho’ Noabh’s Family were {aved
with him in the Ark, yet it may bé
doubted, whether that werc a cer-
tain token of their being untoucht
by the general Contagion. For that
wonderiul Veflel contain’d Beafts
clean and unclean, harmlefs and ra-
pacious, and init were {aved I olzves
as well as Lambs, and Valtures as
well as Doves. And where God
gives the Reafon, why he vouchfafed
to receive Nozh and his Houle into
the Ark,he Exprefles it thus; For thee
have I feen Righteins before me in this
Generation, without making mention
of any of his Family. Nor, wasthe
Wickednefs of the : Antediluvian
World more Univerfal than it was
Great ; that Mungrel breed were
guilty of Sins as Gigantic as Them-
felves. The Text fays, thar the Earth
was filled with Vidlence through
them; and thofe Impious Rebcls
againgt their Maker broke the Laws
of Nature with an Infolence, that

provoked him to break o the cour.feé
0
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6f Nature to punifh them, fince no-
thing lefs than an Univerfil Deluge
of Water could place Limits to fuch
an impetuous and over-flowing Ims
picty.  But all thefe finful "Exam-
ples, how general {oever, could not
evail on Noah {0 much as to keep
im from givihg One of a'quite con-
wary Nature ; the Scripture calls
himai Herald or Preacher of Righte- 2. peser. 2. 5.
osfnefs ; and tho’ it appears not, that
he made. any Converts, he perfe-
ver’din his rejetted Adrhontitions for
Six{core years, a time long enough
to have tired his Patience, efpecidlly
fince he did not any of his Hearers
Obftinacy. Andhis Conftancy rais’d
bim asmuch above the reach of their
Temptations, as thie Waters that pu-
.ifhed their Sin rais’d his Ark above
their, drowned Manfions: And now
go and compare with any Conftancy
“of thefollowirig Times, where Vir-
‘tue hasalways hiad fome Party, tht'
not a numerous one, this unequalPd
Slngularity of Neah, which God
‘himfelf {eems to have taken fpeclil
gL b Hoties
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notice of, not only by that Patriarchs

wonderful. Prefervation, but by fay-
6en 7.1 ing Emphatically, Thee have 1

feen Righteous before me in 7his,Ge-

neration, which was {0 brutilh 'and
depraved, that I knoyw.not whether
he were nat obliged to, lije amiong
worle Brutes. before Le. finilh'd che
Ark than afterwards, when in it he
was fhut up with Lyons, Foxes, and
Tygres.

Toird B Another Virtue, that belongs toa
" great Mind, is Conftancy,, or perfe-
vering Patience in AfliCtions. This
Quality hath foNoblean appearance,

that when ’tis exercis’d even by
Malefa&ors, it obtains our Efteem;

and whilet we cannot {0 much as
excufe their ACtions, we cannot but
commend the Manner of their fuf-
fering for them: Calmnefs of Mind,

in the midft of outward Storms, be-

ing fomething that looks fo hand-
jomely, that Crimes and Gibbets
cannot keep it from doing fo ; nor
hinder thofc in whom ’is found,

from
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go(!’n baing both pitied and applau-.
ed.

“That this part of .Greatnels cf
Mind is befriended by thq Chriltian
Religion, more than by any other
Infticution, will appear ;. if we con-
fider, what it contributes to Coris
ftancy and Patience, under outward
Pre(Tures and Calamities, by Precept,
by Exemples, and by Arguments.

CHAPo V'

Umility is a Virtue, that, at Feurth Frag-
! I the fir(t blufh, feems o diftant ™™
rom Greatnels of Mind, that fome
would think it improper to refer the
Former to the Later, under any
other Notion, than that of an Oppo-
fire. But, whatever may be thougit
of Humility, folitarily confider’d,
et,when we find it in Conjunétion
with thofc other Qualitiss, that con-
tribute to make up Greatnefs of
Mind, it adds to their Numbers and,

D3 tho’
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the’ it does not perhaps fhine as
bright as fome of them, is asamia-
ble as any; and imparts fomewhat
of its own Lovelinefs to all the reft.
And you will not miuch wonder,that
I place this Virtue among thofe that
Conftellate, if I may fo fpeak, an
Heroick " Mind, 'if you confider,
whence Humility may in fuch a Soul

roceed, and what difficulties it may
urmount. For if Wealth, Honour,
and other outward Bleflings exalg
our Hero’s Condition ; to be Hum-
ble, in the midit of fuch Advantages,
argues a Mind elevated above theg
Prefents of Fortune,and fpeaks a Soul
Great enough to undervaluethofe
things that ordinary Souls admires
and ‘which even men that pafs for
Great, make the Obje&s of their Am-
bition, and, when attain’d, of their
Pride.” And if our Hero be ennobled
with great Virtues, or famous for
gi:ca: Actions; his Humility argues,

.

that he has {o rais’d an Idea of Vir-

tue, and darcs afpire to fuch a pitch
of ir, thdt he cannot reft fatsfy’d
with
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with-gredter attainmeits, than Per-
fons,but ordinarily Virtuous, airn at’;
and looksupon himfelf as oblig’d and
‘born-to'an unwearied purfuit of He-
roick and ftill increafing Degrees of
Excellency. And ifa laudable Pra-
&ice, 'by : being extremely difficule,
.is 2 Mark of a Great Soul, Humility
‘muft not be deny’d that Charaler?
‘for This is a Virtue more difficule to
"Excellent, thanto Otrdinary, Souls.
In other-Cafes, a Hero is to contend
but with his Vices, or. his Paffions,
or his open Enemies; but to be
Humble, he muft overcome his Vir-
tues too ; and that, when they a&
unitedly as one Body : Since, thé o-
ther Virtues naturally affift onec ano-
ther, they all confpire to ruin Humi-
lity ; which, having Pride to con-
tend with, isto deal with fo fubtle
an Adverfary, that {fometimes cven
by being foil’d he overcomes. And
asthe Torpedo poifons his Arm chac
wounds it ; fo fometimes in the beft
Arguments we employ againft Pride,

the very ftrength and feeming fuca
D3 " cefs
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cels of "them, tempts the Maker of
them to he Proud 5 and I will,not
{wear, that, ac this very-time, I exalt
our Hero's Hutmlu:y, without any
Diminution of my Owp.

To the attainment of an, . Eminent
degree of this lovely;both Vertue,
and Grace, the Gofpel conduces, by
furnifhing its Embracers withEx gre/}
Injunitions 5 clear Direitions; high
Rewards,and other wexghty Motives;
and the Nobleft Paserss qud Perfe@-
eft Examples, that ever, were;or can:
be, givep.

The
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» U .

e o ]

The Heads of the Difcourfe, Entitul’d
Greatnefs of Mind, befriended by

Chriftianity.
The Introdution.
1 F the true Notion of Great- Fifth Frage
nefs of Mind. ment.

2. Of the Tendency that the Chriftian
Religion has 1o promote Greatnefs of
Mind /n general. ‘

3. That Chriftianity gives Men no-
ble Aimsy fueh as the glory of God, the
pleafing of Him, the general Gaod of
Mei, Perfonal Esxcellencies in this
World, and Eternsl Happinefs in the
next.

The Virtues or Qualifications,which,
us o many conflituent Parts, make up
Greatnels of Mind, and are peculiarly
befriended by Chiiftianity 5 are chiefly
Thefe,

4. Conrage or Valone,

§. Conflaucy and Patience in Afffi.
¢hons.

D4 6. Bounty
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6. Boumty or Liberality.

7. Forwardnefs to oblige.

8. Readinefs to forgive, '

9. 4 jufpt and impartial Effimate of
Riches, and other Things thas Ordinary
Men cover and admire.

X0. Hll’”ill't]'p

1. A Contempt of all that’s bafe.

The End af the Firft Par:.
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e o e E——_—————

Greatnefs of Mind,.

PROMOTED BY

CHRISTIANITY:.

The Second Pact.

“HE former Difcourfe has, I sixthFrage

hope, fufficiently manifefted, ™ -
That, of theleveral Virtues and No-
ble Cuahties that make up true Great-
nefs of Mind, there 1s not any that
is not at leaft confitent with Chriiti-
anity, and that moft of them are emi-
nently promoted by it.  But 1 cxpect
' your
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your ®:midves will pretend, that there

are fome Qualities required by our
Religion, that diretly and power-

fully tend to debafe: the Mind they

poflefs ; and hinder it from attaining,
or even afpiring,to, {uch greatThings

as it would reach to, if it wére not

detain’d or deprefs’d by Religion.

Let us now therefere examin, Whe-

ther, notwithftanding, the Wings

which we have fThewn that Religion

adds to the Mind, the Cloggs thatit

faftens to her, be heavy enough to

difable her to raife her {elfabove the

pitch of Vulgar Souls ; and force her,

initead of foaring aloft, to futter a-

bout the Earth.

The chief Things, that, as far as |
can learn, are alleged, either by
Philédonus, or more confidering Ad-
verfaries than he ; to fbew Religion
to be either quite Inconfiltent with,
or very Unfriendly to, Greatnefs of
Mind are thele.—

But, in regard that I find nct the
Agfwers that were drawan up to the Ob-
Jeffions 5 and “tis not fo conveunient to

les
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let the Later appear unaccompany’d by
the Former, ’tis thought the fafeft
Way to leave them both at prefent un-
mentioneds and only take -notice, 1hat
to the Laft of the S:x ObjeGions,which,
to deal candidly, were named and con-
ftdered, thefe words were found [ubs
joyned.

And now, ifit appear,that neither
any nor all of thefe, have fuchan un-
friendly Afpet cnGreatnefs of Mind,
as is pretended 5 and that at leaft the
Impediments, they cun bring, are
much more than countervail’d by the
Afliftances that Religion affords He-
roick Virtue ; Ihope it will appear,
that Greatnefs of Mind is not in-
compatible with Chriftianity, bus
rather promoted by it.

EINIS
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